Political and Economic Anthropology

AHANG002

Semester 1 (2010)

Dr Samantha Hurn

s.hurn@tsd.ac.uk



Political and Economic Anthropology
Module convener: Dr Samantha Hurn s.hurn@tsd.ac.uk

Social anthropology is distinguished from subjects such as economics or political science by its
holistic range, the attention it gives to the diversity of culture and society across the world, and
the capacity this gives the discipline to re-examine conventional Euro-American assumptions.
This module will provide students with detailed insight into a range of political and economic
systems found in diverse social and cultural contexts. Students will be asked to engage with the
complex ways in which humans produce and consume material goods and services in relation to
their particular lifestyles and livelihoods. The production and consumption of material goods
reveals a great deal about power relationships, and as a result, the module will demonstrate the
synergies which exist between the fields of political and economic anthropology. Thematic areas
which will be covered include capitalistic exchange and wage labour, subsistence economies,
ceremonial exchange and reciprocity, political systems and forms of governance, globalisation
and its impact on political identity and economic relations.

Course work (100%b)
Two 3000 word essays (50% each).

Submission dates:

Essay 1: 9" December 2010.
Essay 2: 20" January 2010.

Essay questions:

1. Discuss and analyse Sahlins’ position that “Money is to the West what kinship is to the rest”.
2. Assess whether or not political patronage can be considered a form of ceremonial exchange.

3. Discuss and analyse the links between a society’s mode of subsistence and its political
organisation.

4. Assess and evaluate the impacts of capitalist modes of production in previously self-sufficient
or subsistence economies.

5. Assess and evaluate the socio-political and economic roles of women in relation to Melanesian
‘big men’.
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