CSCW5013 The Business of Writing

Week 1: Anthologies Project
Task: Develop your own anthology proposal, comprising the following:
1. A comprehensive, professionally presented book proposal

2. A sample Contents page

3. A short Introduction (c. 1000-1500 words) written in appropriate style (i.e. academic, popular etc.)

Note: This anthology project is the only compulsory part of the assessment for this module, and will account for 33% of your final mark.
What is an Anthology?
Anthology: 1. A collection of the flowers of verse, i.e. small choice poems, esp. epigrams, by 

                   various authors; originally applied to the Greek collections so called.
                   2. Extended to other literary collections. Also transf., esp. of paintings, songs etc., and 

                   other art forms.
                   3. With some reference to the original meaning (in Greek) of a flower-gathering.

                   4. A hymnal

                   5. A treatise on flowers.

(Source: Oxford English Dictionary)
“While anthologies survive, the idea of poetic tradition survives. They house intricate conversations between poets and between poems, between the living and the dead, between the present and the future. In more polemical converse with one another, some anthologies dramatise the contest over aesthetic terms and values; all, as time goes by, betray the hidden forces that also shape canons.”

“By generic definition, anthologies locate themselves in time – even those organised thematically, alphabetically or by poem rather than author. Beyond dates and literary period, some highlight the age, some the art. There are also variations within these variations. To take the generic temporal location first, and leaving aside thematic anthologies, (love, birds, beasts, politics etc), anthologists attach poetry to history by pronouncing their enterprise epochal, contemporary, or new.”

Edna Longley. “The Millennial Muse.” Poetry and Posterity. Newcastle-upon-Tyne: Bloodaxe Books, 2000.: 203; 204.

What do Anthologies do?

Condensation: Anthologies typically survey a very large amount of material from a wide variety of sources. They then go on to condense this material into one volume (occasionally several) in such a way as to make it manageable for the reader, but without losing the sense of variety and scope.

Selection: In order to facilitate this difficult and often time-consuming work of condensation, anthologies rely upon a careful and rigorous process of selection, choosing for inclusion only certain texts and making the difficult decision to exclude others. This dialectic of inclusion/exclusion is central to the composition of any anthology, and what an anthology chooses to leave out can often be more important than what it leaves in.
Representation: Whatever their remit, all anthologies aspire to be representative of a particular sector of literary production, and selection usually works upon this assumption. Because of this, anthologies are inevitably and unavoidably involved in making value judgements and forming canons, distinguishing between what is ‘major’ and ‘minor’, ‘central’ and ‘peripheral’ in a particular subject area.

Rationale: Consequently, all anthologies betray an underlying rationale, whether they are aware of it or not. With this in mind, it is best to be absolutely certain of your subject parameters and criteria of inclusion before proceeding to the work of selection. There needs to be a reason behind each of your decisions, and these should relate directly to your overarching rationale. For example, if I wanted to compose an anthology of Welsh women’s poetry, I can immediately exclude the work of all male poets but will need to be clear about what I mean by ‘Welsh’ – i.e. does this mean Welsh-born, Welsh-resident, Welsh-speaking etc.
Anthologies: Some Examples

Academic: Alexander W. Allison et al. Eds. The Norton Anthology of Poetry. (1983)

       Frank Kermode et al. Eds. The Oxford Anthology of English Literature. 2 Vols. (1973)


       Seamus Deane et al. Eds. The Field Day Anthology of Irish Writing. 5 Vols. (1991-   )

Popular: Griff Rhys Jones. Ed. The Nation’s Favourite Poems. (1996)
                Daisy Goodwin. Ed. Poems to Last a Lifetime. (2004)

                Julia Watson. Ed. Poems and Readings for Weddings. (2004)

Period Surveys: David Norbrook. Ed. The Penguin Book of Renaissance Verse. (1992)
                            David Nichol Smith. Ed. The Oxford Book of Eighteenth Century Verse. (1926)

                            Michael Roberts. Ed. The Faber Book of Modern Verse. (1936)

Thematic: Chris Brooks and Peter Faulkner. Eds. The White Man’s Burden: An Anthology of 
                  British Poetry of the Empire. (1996)

                  Brian Gardner. Ed. The Terrible Rain: The War Poets 1939-1945. 

                  Roy Fuller. Ed. Fellow Mortals: An Anthology of Animal Verse. 

National/Regional: A.J.M. Smith. Ed. The Oxford Book of Canadian Verse. (1960)
                                 Frank Ormsby. Ed. Poets from the North of Ireland. (1979)

                                 Helen Vendler. Ed. The Faber Book of Contemporary American Poetry. (1986)

Form/Genre: Robert Nye. Ed. The Faber Book of Sonnets. (1976)

                       Charles Causley. Ed. Modern Folk Ballads. (1966)

                       Kingsley Amis. Ed. The New Oxford Book of Light Verse. (1978)

Women: Linda Hall. Ed. An Anthology of Poetry by Women: Tracing the Tradition. (1994)

               Duncan Wu. Ed. Romantic Women Poets: An Anthology. (1994)

               Lilian Mohin. Ed. One Foot on the Mountain: An Anthology of British Feminist Poetry 

               1969-1979. (1980)

Miscellaneous/Contemporary: Michael Hulse et al. Eds. The New Poetry. (1993)
                                                     Neil Astley. Ed. Poetry with an Edge. (1988)

                                                     Neil Astley. Ed. Staying Alive: real poems for unreal times. (2002)

Short Stories: Benedict Kiely. Ed. The Penguin Book of Irish Short Stories. (1981)

                        John Welch. Ed. Stories from South Asia. (1988)

                        Valerie Kibera. Ed. An Anthology of East African Short Stories. (1988)

Plays: Peter Happe. Ed. English Mystery Plays. (1975)

          David Lindley. Ed. Court Masques: Jacobean and Caroline Entertainments 1605-1640. (1995)

           Stephen Gray. Ed. South Africa Plays. (1993)

Some useful websites:

http://www.anthologiesonline.com   (General, advice, writing tips etc. *recommended*)

http://www.bartleby.com/verse   (Poetry)

http://www.english.ucsb.edu/faculty/rraley/research/anthologies   (Poetry)

http://orgs.muohio.edu/anthologies   (Romanticism)

http://www.ftrain.com/anthology.html   (Miscellaneous, offbeat)

http://www.thrillingdetective.com/trivia/triv98.html   (Detective stories)

http://contento.best.vwh.net   (Science fiction)

http://www.locusmag.com/index/0start.html   (Science fiction)

http://pinn.net/~sunshine/biblio/anthology.html   (Early Modern Women Writers)

http://www.fantagraphics.com/anthol/anthol.html   (Graphic art, comics)

