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Abstract
The site at Llanllyr has a nice history between many periods in time, which helps us to be able to gain a better understanding of the settlement movement around Wales. The periods that this site contained deposits were the Mesolithic, Neolithic, Bronze Age, and Iron Age; overall these are all in the Holocene era. For this, I will narrow my focus to the Mesolithic and Neolithic since they do tie into each other with the findings or other sites in the surrounding area. This gives reference to other sites that also show the similarities between the coastal areas to the valleys. Spot any differences as well and try to show patterns in the way people migrate around the land or how it changed over time and affected movement patterns. 
Introduction
	Llanllyr is a small village located in the community of Talsarn, Ceredigion, Wales. Talsarn itself is a rural area known for its picturesque landscapes and traditional Welsh culture. Llanllyr, like many villages in Wales, likely has a rich history tied to agriculture and local community life. During the Mesolithic era, which lasted from approximately 10,000 to 4,000 BC in Wales, Llanllyr and its surrounding area would have been inhabited by hunter-gatherer communities. In The Neolithic era, which lasted from around 4000 BC to 2000 BC in Wales, Llanllyr would have been very different from its present-day form. As an area with a long history of human habitation, the landscape around Llanllyr would likely have been utilized by early Neolithic communities for agriculture, hunting, and possibly ritual activities. Here's an overview of what Llanllyr might have been like during this time. Then as well with the other period. We know from the Library of Wales about the lore about this site such as the known Cisterian around 1180 CE, then how they converted some of the buildings in 1535 CE for the mansion and farmhouse from the 18th or 19th century that is on site there now. The Cistercian also is not known for the exact location of where it may be, but there are known assumptions as to where it may be. That is the known movement that we have records from such as deeds or just other materials in the archives. Some of the known excavation finds that have come from the site were a cobblestone surface showing off the foundation and the formal gardens for the old mansion house that is on the land from the 1768 estate maps shown in the figure 1. 
Mesolithic
	In Wales during this period in time, it was the building block for the settlement movement. The landscape around Llanllyr would have provided a variety of resources for Mesolithic people to exploit. This could include hunting wild animals such as deer, boar, and small game, as well as gathering wild plants for food, medicine, and materials. Mesolithic communities would have utilized natural shelters such as caves, and rock overhangs, or constructed simple shelters using natural materials like branches and animal hides. These shelters helped society members from the elements and served as living spaces during their temporary stays. The land during the Mesolithic, noted in Figure 2, shows that the land has had movement towards the other places or coming in from the coast inward to the land. To show this is to gain a better understanding of how settlers would move around the area or the challenges they faced during this time such as the immense rainfall that is natural to Wales. In The Mesolithic era, Llanllyr and its surroundings would have been inhabited by small bands of hunter-gatherers who relied on the natural environment for their sustenance and survival. While direct evidence of Mesolithic activity in the area may be limited, archaeological research in nearby regions can provide insights into the lifestyles and behaviors of these ancient communities.
Neolithic 
	In The Neolithic era, which lasted from around 4000 BC to 2000 BC in Wales, Llanllyr would have been very different from its present-day form. As an area with a long history of human habitation, the landscape around Llanllyr would likely have been utilized by early Neolithic communities for agriculture, hunting, and possibly ritual activities. Examples of what the area looked like in Figure 3, tie into the movement that was already progressing from the Mesolithic era of movement. While there are no known major Neolithic monuments directly in Llanllyr, the surrounding area of Ceredigion and Wales as a whole is rich in such structures. Such as during the Mesolithic era, it was also the hunter-gatherer time but the tools started to see far advancements to fit they’re daily lifestyle. As well as shelter advancements with learning how certain materials can be altered to build the building blocks essentially to life. Challenges faced during this would be immense land change or the overall with the old river channel that used to be around that area.
Similarities
	Mesolithic and Neolithic inhabitants of Llanllyr would have relied on the local landscape for resources such as food, water, and shelter. While their specific strategies and technologies may have differed, both groups would have been intimately familiar with the natural environment and its seasonal variations. Mesolithic and Neolithic periods are marked by distinctive material cultures, including stone tools, pottery, and other artifacts. While the types of tools and pottery may have changed over time due to technological advancements and cultural shifts, there would have been some continuity in the use of certain materials and techniques.
While the specifics of social organization likely differed between the Mesolithic and Neolithic periods, both would have involved some form of social structure within communities. This could include kinship ties, leadership roles, and cooperative labor for tasks such as hunting, gathering, and later, agriculture, between periods involved active interaction with and adaptation to the local environment. Mesolithic and Neolithic communities in Llanllyr would have developed specialized knowledge of local flora and fauna, as well as seasonal patterns, in order to exploit resources effectively and sustainably. You can see in Figure 4 how much movement there was in Llanllyr between both periods in time, then how it slowed down to put down their mass roots. Such as a place that is always home, which helps out the process for more safety reasons or in a sense being able to have a certain class system start in civilization. 
Differences 
	Mesolithic communities in Llanllyr were primarily hunter-gatherers, relying on hunting wild animals, fishing, and gathering wild plants for sustenance. They were mobile, following animal migrations and seasonal food sources. Neolithic communities transitioned to agriculture and the domestication of plants and animals. In Llanllyr, this likely involved the cultivation of crops such as wheat, barley, and peas, as well as the domestication of animals like cattle, sheep, and pigs. Mesolithic communities in Llanllyr were nomadic or semi-nomadic, moving seasonally to exploit different resources. They likely used temporary shelters and campsites. Neolithic settlements in Llanllyr became more permanent as people established agricultural communities. Villages with houses, storage facilities, and other structures became common. Mesolithic communities likely had spiritual beliefs tied to the natural world, with rituals and practices related to hunting, gathering, and seasonal cycles. Neolithic societies developed more elaborate belief systems, as evidenced by the construction of megalithic monuments like stone circles and chambered tombs. These structures may have been used for religious rituals, burial practices, or communal gatherings. It also well pushes people to make the common good to make religion on their side almost in a sense with the nunnery. This is way before this period in time, but it led to religious lands can be gratifying in that sense learning that there is a current mansion occupying the current land. The differences highlight the profound transformations that occurred in Llanllyr and other regions during the transition from the Mesolithic to the Neolithic period.
Conclusion
	Overall the site at Llanllyr has a rich history behind it, with a small community that shows a lot of growth over time. As well for both periods in time, which they both can correlate with each other simultaneously of how a civilization starts. For that reason it shows the great differences or the overall growth that it takes from the land and people themselves, it’s not easy to navigate the land that is there so where they made it work, they laid down the first bricks. Llanllyr has amazing history awaiting to be rediscovered, I hope the excavation work being done on this site with the University of Wales Trinity St David. 
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This figure shows the site map guide during the 2014/2015 excavation the school carried out in that this shows off the trenches, how we conclude work, then what is labeled 3 in the picture is the cobbled surface they uncovered. 
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Figure 2 represent all the Mesolithic 
sites, that surround the area our site 
is between Aberaeron and Lampeter
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Figure 3 represents what can be found during the Neolithic era, you can see the differences between both periods already showing off the mass more deposits that were left from settlers. 
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Figure 4 shows off the different popular sites and how close it is to our site in Llanllyr where the red star is placed. It shows the scale in a way to differentiate the mass deposits from other locations as well. 
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Figure 2: Trench location plan; showing location of trenches excavated in 2014 (red) & 2015 (blue).
Trench 3 (grey) shows the area of cobbled surface.
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