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Action Points:
1. Use more theories and link directly to your points and to each other.
2. Proofread for little mistakes Reference more often.
This assignment will focus on how literacy plays a key role in the education of children and young people, along with this the writer will evaluate their own practice when it comes to the presentation of literacy through reading to a small group of children. The writer will also discuss theorists who assisted in playing a role with the presentation of literacy, and how their individual theories assist in the practice and presentation of literacy. The writer will focus on three theorists to assist in the reflective practice, these theorists will be Noam Chomsky, Lev Vygotsky and Jean Piaget, these three theorists will be referred to by their last names. 
What is literacy? “Literacy is the ability to read, write, speak and listen in a way that lets us communicate effectively and make sense of the world.” (NationalLiteracyTrust, 2017) literacy plays a large role in the everyday life of every person in the world, though people may use different languages the basic formation of literacy and language us essentially the same. And the learning of language begins early in life, “Most children learn to read by age 7. Learning to read is built on a foundation of language skills that children start learning at birth — a process that is both complicated and amazing.” (Andrea DeBruin-Parecki, 2021). Literacy is developed in a similar way to language, which is developed through immersion, most children as mentioned previously begin to learn at birth. Through this children are able to begin to pick up on the familiar sounds and phrases used often in the world around them, and thus learn to speak for themselves.
“Vygotsky's theory is comprised of concepts such as culture-specific tools, private speech, and the Zone of Proximal Development.” (McLeod, 2020) Vygotsky (And his theory of cognitive development) understood that children learn through the world around them, they learn from being around parents, watching television, having parents read to them and other social interactions which help to develop their literacy skills. But this can also affect how a child learns, for example a lot of parents don’t have the time to read a story to their child so often give them a tablet to keep them quiet while the parents do what ever task they need to do, this can often cause the literacy skills of a child to be delayed. Often in setting it is easy to see which children have had their literacy skills developed through reading books and other skill building activities in the home, and then there are some children who cannot understand basic literacy commands such as ‘stand behind the chair’ or ‘can you get me a book?’. With children such as these it is clear to see that they were put in front of a television or tablet and experienced very little communication between themselves and their parents or caregivers.
Much like with Vygotsky, Piaget developed his theory on cognitive development, and through his theories he came to the conclusion that education must be tailored to the child’s specific capabilities, for example children who are just learning to read wouldn’t be given a book designed for adults, much as how an adult wouldn’t be given a book that was designed for a child. Each stage of a child’s development is carefully monitored by practitioners so that the practitioners in turn are able to ensure that a child is developing in accordance for their age, if a practitioner can see that a child is struggling with the work load or are exceeding what they should be capable for their age, measures can be taken into place to ensure that the child can continue to develop and thrive in a way that will not hinder their further education.
Literacy is crucial in every day life, so it is crucial that practitioners ensure that children develop correctly in this field. Children pick up on terms and phrases from their home lives that might not always be correct, for example the pronunciation of some words can be different from house to house. As such practitioners have a duty to ensure that the literacy development of children plays a large role in the setting, along with ensuring that necessary steps are taken for those who struggle with literacy. “‘Literacy’, however, is more than the mechanics of reading, writing, speaking and listening.” (Ofsted, 2013) Literacy is something that creates the very foundation of learning, since most children being to learn literacy skills from birth it is the fundamental which creates a base that all further education will be founded on.
“Chomsky argued that children will never acquire the tools needed for processing an infinite number of sentences if the language acquisition mechanism was dependent on language input alone.” (Lemetyinen, 2012) As a practitioner it is important to ensure that correct use to literacy and language is used when teaching children and young people, this is because children learn not only through their parents but also through practitioners in their school setting. Chomsky and his theory of language acquisition built on the concept that children are born to use literacy in what ever language they may be surrounded by. Children learn through a variety of ways which help to increase their understanding of literacy and language, “Children are often heard making grammatical errors such as “I sawed,” and “sheeps” which they would not have learned from hearing adults communicate.” (Lancley, 2018)
Reflective practice is something that should in theory play a large role in practitioners day to day lives in the setting, this is because practitioners should always be thinking on how they can improve their own practice based on previous events. “Reflective practice is, in its simplest form, thinking about or reflecting on what you do.” (SkillsYouNeed, 2021) Along with this there are two types of reflective practice, Reflection in-action and Reflection on-action. Reflection In-Action “It is like ‘thinking on your feet’ but the focus is on gaining a new perspective, rather than just solving the problem.” (LaTrobeUniversity, 2020) this can show that a practitioner is able to take the situation they have and then change it in order to ensure the maximum enjoyment and learning with the children or young people in the setting. It also ensures that the practitioner is able to think on their feet and change plans if problems arise.
Reflection On-Action “This type of reflection involves a stepping back from the situation, meaning that it happens at some time after the situation has occurred.” (LaTrobeUniversity, 2020) This is where a practitioner reflects on what the previously did and assesses themselves through asking themselves questions like ‘what could I do better?’ or ‘what went well and where can I improve?’. Through doing things like this a practitioner is able to improve their own practice through being able evaluate themselves and improve, this is also a way that a practitioner can observe other practitioners and take aspects of their practice and implement it in their own practice.
The activity that was performed was reading a book to children aged eight and nine, these two children are in key stage 2. The writer read them a book called ‘Tales of the Greek Heroes’ written by Roger Lancelyn Green. Before starting the session the writer felt comfortable having looked through the book before hand to ensure that it was suitable for key stage 2 children, along with this the writer looked to see how she could make the story entertaining to ensure that the children were eager to listen. The objective of the session was to read a story that reflects what the two children had been learning about, since the two children had learned about Greek mythology the writer thought that the book would be the best option to continue their learning on the topic. The follow up activity to go with the book was to have the children create their own hero based off things that were learned about the heroes in the book, the writer felt this would help develop creative skills while also developing their literacy skills through learning different descriptive words from the book.
No visual aids were used since the book did not involve pictures, the writer felt that visual aids would not enhance the learning experience during the beginning of the book. While reading the book the writer noticed that one of the children was fidgety, clearly not interested in the book. As such the writer tried to grasp their attention using different tones in their voice in an attempt to interest him, however the child continued to fidget and even began playing with a toy which disrupted the reading. To combat this the writer said in a calm tone for the child to stop playing with the toy, however the child continued to play with the toy disrupting the story again. On reflection visual aids may have been useful due to one of the children not really paying attention, because all children learn in a specific way.
Each child has a way that they learn that works for them, the writer should have taken this into consideration when preparing the reading material. “When we have a better understanding of their individual intelligences and learning styles, we can provide experiences that speak to how our children learn best.” (SCHOLASTICPARENTSSTAFF, 2021) 
The writer should have taken this into consideration and thought more about how children learn differently, this way the writer could have assisted in ensuring that the child who wasn’t listening might have paid more attention.
Once the session was finished the writer felt that it went well, although on further reflection the writer has noticed that she could have done more to engage the children. Along with this she should have checked the follow up activity before hand, due to the children already having done something familiar. Although the writer tried to think on their feet by asking about the heroes they created, and asking them if they could do it again what would they do. On reflection the writer would have done a literacy game with the children where they read descriptions of the heroes and then have them answer with the names of the specific heroes. This in turn would allow them to work on imagination skills along with literacy skills, through learning to identify different aspects of heroes that they have studied. 
In conclusion if the session had to be repeated the writer would take into more consideration the work that the children had previously done, along with this the writer would have looked at more ways that she could have ensured that all children participated and enjoyed the story. The writer felt that if they did the activity again that she would try and make the activity more interactive in order to grasp the interest more of the children. The writer also felt that she answered the questions given by the children well, although there were some that she did not answer due to wanting to stay on topic, the writer answered the questions off camera but feels that those could have been answered on camera to ensure participation. The writer was through this assignment able to understand the importance of literacy skills in children and young people, along with this she was able to understand how different circumstances can affect the literacy skills of children and young people. Through this the writer has been able to understand how her own practice can be improved through the research done to write this assignment, and how she can use these skills to improve her own literacy skills in preparation for assisting in the literacy skills of children and young people. 
References
Andrea DeBruin-Parecki, K. P. L. F., 2021. Reading Rockets. [Online] 
Available at: https://www.readingrockets.org/article/literacy-milestones-ages-3-4#:~:text=Most%20children%20learn%20to%20read,is%20both%20complicated%20and%20amazing.
[Accessed 09 03 2021].
Lancley, M., 2018. Tutor2U. [Online] 
Available at: https://www.tutor2u.net/hsc/reference/chomsky-language-acquisition-in-infancy-and-early-childhood
[Accessed 09 03 2021].
LaTrobeUniversity, 2020. La Trobe Univeristy. [Online] 
Available at: https://latrobe.libguides.com/reflectivepractice/types
[Accessed 15 03 2021].
Lemetyinen, H., 2012. Simply Psychology. [Online] 
Available at: https://www.simplypsychology.org/language.html
[Accessed 09 03 2021].
McLeod, S., 2020. SimplyPsychology. [Online] 
Available at: https://www.simplypsychology.org/vygotsky.html
[Accessed 10 03 2021].
NationalLiteracyTrust, 2017. National Literacy Trust. [Online] 
Available at: https://literacytrust.org.uk/information/what-is-literacy/
[Accessed 09 03 2021].
Ofsted, 2013. Ofsted. [Online] 
Available at: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/413182/Improving_literacy_in_secondary_schools.pdf
[Accessed 10 03 2021].
SCHOLASTICPARENTSSTAFF, 2021. Scholastic Parents. [Online] 
Available at: https://www.scholastic.com/parents/family-life/creativity-and-critical-thinking/learning-skills-for-kids/how-your-child-smart.html
[Accessed 16 03 2021].
SkillsYouNeed, 2021. Skills you need. [Online] 
Available at: https://www.skillsyouneed.com/ps/reflective-practice.html
[Accessed 10 03 2021].


2

