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Introduction


Blended learning can be defined as a mixture of learning methods that incorporate face to face learning and learning using technology both in and outside the classroom. Classroom learning is where the teacher and the students interact daily and, in a classroom. This setting making it a different teaching method to online learning. I will discuss pros and cons that the effect of blended learning and classroom learning has on student attainment in higher education and potentially how each learning style can be detrimental or positive to the student learning experience and how periodically factors such as technology have changed the learning landscape.
The report that I will be compiling will be for the benefit of the Dean of the Birmingham campus to enable him to decide on which type of learning going forward will be best for the students. I will use the resources available to me to make sure that I can put my best opinion forward.

In my report I will be providing an evaluation of blended learning and Its impact on the learning journey for students and also, I will be discussing the advantages and disadvantages of classroom learning learning on student attainment, followed by literary examples I will make recommendations based on work as to which form of education is the best to attain the best results in my opinion. My own experience of higher education thus far has enabled me to compile this report fairly and unbiasedly.

The learning landscape in higher education is ever changing and adapting to new technologies and old processes, ultimately the goal is to make the process easy for the student to enable them to progress in the chosen field at whichever institute of higher education they choose. It is my belief that the student should always be at the centre of any decision made about the learning direction of any higher education institute, and I have used this logic to further strengthen my opinion that learning be it classroom or blended Should be focused on allowing the learner to get the maximum output from the place of higher education and his or her teacher as this will bring the best result for all parties involved in the learning process.
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Pros of blended learning in University Education

As the needs of students in classrooms developed, institutes of higher education brought in technology such as overhead projectors and high-powered computer hardware’s and software and learning moved over to the super-efficient computers. Places of higher education became a fantastic classroom learning experience for the student and teachers alike and is reflected in all levels of higher education as the relationship between teacher and learner became more open and responsive to learning options. These methods of learning were advantageous to the students access to learning materials was as and when required.
When teaching practises combine classroom and online learning generally the student benefits from both methods of learning. This is because the teacher has a multitude of methods, they can teach with essentially providing a more relevant and disciplined classroom environment. Blended learning allows students to learn from any location so if disability is an issue for example a personalised schedule can be made to make the learning journey easier for them. Another advantage or pro of blended learning is that students can make maximum use of online meeting platforms and learning tools. Many institutes of higher education I've invested in training teachers and also making specific I.T buildings for the progression of students to enable them to have the best possible facilities for completion of studies. Ultimately by having bespoke facilities teachers can provide better standards of teaching.

The Cons of blended learning in University Education

The use of technology in the classroom environment and this has affected the learning progress of students. For example, to participate in the learning process the learner should have a basic level of technological knowledge to take part in the online classes. Also, physical resources at the place of education may be wasted and the student becomes dependant on technology to do their work, also the cost of buying technology and maintaining it may not be bearable for some students which would affect the learning experience. Sometimes if the curriculum is crowded teachers must go through the topics at a enhanced speed so students that are faster paced learners often leave less able students behind.
When students have limitations, such as know-how, or personal scheduling issues then blended learning becomes a negative experience for the student.
Blended learning has become the norm for many students be it online or in the classroom, getting guidance from teachers has allowed students to learn at their own pace and in their own time leading to some students not meeting submission deadlines affecting there learning experiences.
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Quotations from Authors
On the potential advantages and disadvantages of blended and classroom learning:

[bookmark: _Hlk88762868]Do not ignore and avoid the individual accountability to think independently in the cooperative group learning. In general, group work in the classroom is based on the process of this structure.
UKEssays. November 2018. The Benefits of Group work in Learning. [online]. Available from: https://www.ukessays.com/essays/education/the-benefits-of-group-work.php?vref=1 [Accessed 25 November 2021].

‘’The expansive nature of the Internet and the accessibility of technology have generated a surge in the demand for web-based teaching and learning. Online education is quickly infiltrating into school districts and colleges across the nation’’
Online Learning Revealing the Benefits and Challenges (sjfc.edu)

‘’In the last few years there has been a sea change in higher education. Student numbers have expanded overwhelmingly and the language of competition, privatization and the market has now arrived on campus.’’
Ainley, P. (1994). Degrees of Difference: Higher education in the 1990s. London: Lawrence and Wishart.

[bookmark: _Hlk88433045]millennial generation born between 1982 and 2004 have had access to technology in learning. 
Dzuban, Moskal & Hartman (2005)  

‘’More and more educators have noticed the potential benefits of online resources on student learning outcomes. With the help of online learning materials, modern-day teaching can access a range of excellent resources that could transform traditional classroom learning. Many organizations are looking into a blended learning approach for students, integrating online resources with face-to-face teaching. As a new approach to teaching and learning, many organizations are only just starting to understand the benefits of blended learning.’’ The Effects of blended learning on students in higher education, Nick Johnson, August 12th, 2021.
The use of technology in the classroom has the benefit of increasing academic achievement from the perspective of both the students and the teachers. (Courville,2011)
Blended learning instruction has no impact on students’ academic achievements. (Tosun ,(2015) 
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Pros of traditional classroom learning

Traditional classroom learning was focused on information being transmitted by word of mouth by the teacher, focused on the teacher speaking in a one-way conversation with the students also known as a monologue style of teaching giving information directly. Teachers would issue homework and use class work to introduce new topics into learning.
[bookmark: _Hlk88757100]As the needs of students in classrooms developed, institutes of higher education brought in technology such as overhead projectors and high-powered computer hardware’s and software and learning moved over to the super-efficient computers to make the student learning periods more enjoyable. 
Places of higher education became a fantastic classroom learning experience for the student and teachers alike and is reflected in all levels of higher education as the relationship between teacher and learner became more open and responsive to learning options. These methods of learning were advantageous to the students access to learning materials was as and when required.



Cons of traditional classroom learning

Classroom learning is limited if no technology is present for the student as the teacher’s limitations are enhanced with limits on what the teacher can pass on to the student. Also, if numbers of students are high then the teacher cannot give each learners potential needs the right amount of time and attention. Institutes of higher education would often be limited in the method of teaching they could deliver due to the perceived lack of facilities that were available to the students. Teachers may have found that the student may not understand clearly or may require enhanced assistance from the teacher that they would not receive due to the lack of available facilities. As well as this if the classroom had a lot of students, then the quality of learning would have been affected and ultimately this would have a negative impact on the learning experience of the student. Some students may have felt alienated, or they work may have suffered as result of the teaching methods due to less interaction with the teacher. Due to the teacher not having enough time to focus on the whole group this may leave students isolated in their learning times.
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Evaluation

I believe that Dean of the Birmingham campus should aim to provide both classroom and blended methods of learning because students who preferred learning in the classroom should have the availability to do that but alongside its students who prefer to learn online should also be given that facility also.
 
By offering both facilities this will mean that the Dean of the Birmingham campus will be putting the needs of his students first and this ultimately will make the learning experience both enjoyable and successful. Both methods of learning have their strengths as discussed and ultimately the learning experience is individual, and some students may benefit from face-to-face learning with the teacher but then also students may prefer to learn online with the availability of resources much easier. Blended learning can only become a better and better resource for students as time goes on with methods become more and more efficient.

Having considered the information I have discussed about different methods of learning I have made an informed decision that blended learning and classroom learning both have great advantages and have their place in higher education. I believe that blended learning is the best way for students to maximise their potential in education whilst also being able to get the best help from their institution and teacher. Technology is a massive resource in society today and its advantages for the students are massive. Teachers can assimilate huge amounts of information and make it available for students to use in seconds. There are many platforms such as Microsoft Teams and also other sharing platforms where communicating has become very easy four students and teachers alike and this means the availability of resource in education is much broader and gives the student the freedom of choice to study as they wish.

The landscape of learning has changed and is continuing to evolve at rapid pace, This can only be good for students and teachers in higher education as the opportunity to excel in the chosen field of learning is evermore present. Learning has always been part of society as a whole and will continue to be for future generations, all the skills that I have discussed be they either attached to classroom learning all blended learning they will stand their student in good stead for whichever profession or field they wish to go into and the ability to learn further and become more qualified for their positions can only be helped by allowing both types of learning for the student to choose as they see fit.
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