EAEE6003		1602314
[bookmark: _GoBack]In the Children Act (1989) they set out the basic regulations for all registered and regulated childhood education and care. According to Moss, (1994); Penn, (2000); Tanner et al., (2006); Dahlberg et al., (2007), they all believe that over the last few decades the concept of quality in the early years services has been the subject of an international debate. Tanner et al., (2006), state that policy documents show quality portrayed as fixed and objective, this maybe the result of the National Childcare Strategy (NCS) (2006-2010).  Woodhead, (2000) cited in Early childhood services: theory, policy and practice, Penn (2000), believe this is because the perspectives of the stakeholders that are involved in the settings, stakeholders include parents, practitioners, managers and the children themselves. According to Mercer, (2000) quality assurance is a scheme that is aimed to boost standards in early years by helping the providers help themselves. All staff are encouraged to assess their own practice and compare this to the standard that they would like to aspire to, this can increase job satisfaction by supporting staff to achieve their desired standard. 
The Welsh Government (2013), believe that it is very important to have high quality within childcare settings. They believe that having a high-quality setting will help in reducing poverty and it will outline ways in which it will improve provision. They also state that research show that high quality childcare settings does produce a greater benefit long term for children and they will also receive strong influences for their future. 
The Welsh Government (2013), aims to improve the quality of early childhood education and childcare settings within Wales so, it is the highest possible quality with focus on leadership, the environment, workforce and the experience the children receive. For this to be achieved it will require an effective system of regulation and inspection, also providers will need to be supported. Parents will also need access to the information about different settings in their areas and what quality they should expect to receive within the setting. 
Evidence that is collected around the world show that benefits for children are also dependent on the quality of the experiences and the opportunities that is offered to the children (Sylva et al. 2004; OECD, 2012). The experiences and opportunities is what is provided by the care givers and relies heavily on their own skills (Geddes et al. 2010; Pianta, 2012; OECD, 2012; DFE, 2015).
One-way nurseries ensure good quality standards is by following the SSTEW scale, according to Thomson (2015), Sustained Shared Thinking and Emotional Well-being (SSTEW) is a new scale that has been devised to assess the quality of the adult support with promoting the children’s sustained shared thinking and their emotional well-being. SSTEW was developed from research such as the EPPSE (Effective, Primary, Pre-school and Secondary Education).    
According to Melhuish and Gardiner (2017), the Study of Early Education and Development (SEED) is a study that investigates the impact that early childhood education and care has on children’s readiness for school and their longer-term outcomes. SEED also investigates the impact on even the most disadvantaged children.   
Nancy Stewart cited in Nurseryworld.co.uk (2015), states that she has used the SSTEW scale to do assessments in settings where the SEED study has been implemented. SSTEW gives a clearer guide on how to move to the next level. Previously other quality scales only focused on the environment and routines, but no real focus on the quality of relationships and interactions. However, the SSTEW scale goes much further and can actually define how adults support children both emotional well-being and their attitudes and learning behaviours. This is the characteristics of effective learning. According to Siraj-Blatchford et al. (2015), the SSTEW scale will look at the quality of the interaction between the care givers and the children and also between the children themselves. The SSTEW scale considers how the care giver responds to children and how the care giver supports children’s learning and development. They also state that to do the SSTEW scale it is important that the adults know the children well and they must also develop a positive relationship with the children in order to successfully engage in sustained shared thinking. 
The Early Childhood Environment Rating Scale (ECERS) is a sturdy tool for research inspection and self-audit (harms et al. 2014). ECERS was adapted from the US and has been successful in the UK (Melhuish 1994; Sylva et al. 2006). The scale has shown to improve practices through self-audit (Siraj-Blatchford, 2002). However, Sylva et al. (2006) believe that because ECERS was developed in the late 1980’s and that it only just touches on assessing children’s literacy, numeracy and scientific thinking and also the scale only just touches on assessing the provision that is aimed ate culture and intellectual diversity within the setting. According to Sammons et al. (2002), four new sub-scales was added to the original ECERS, changing the scale to ECERS-E (The Early Childhood Environment Rating Scale-Extension). They include Literacy, Mathematics, Science and Diversity these assess the quality of the curricular provision which includes pedagogy. 
Sylva et al (2011), conducted a study with over 3000 children aged 11 years old to see what the effects of a pre-school quality had with children’s cognitive and behavioural outcomes. They used the ECERS-E to assess the quality of the settings. Belsky (2001); Peisner-Feinberg et al. (2000); Vandell and Wolfe (2000), all state that for a long time it has been argued by researchers that the quality of care received by the children relates to the developmental outcomes. However, Phillips et al (2001), states that measuring quality is not as straightforward and is difficult to do. Sylva et al. (2011), talks about two large scale studies which they assess the quantity, quality and care within the settings and this study has shown convincing evidence that the importance of the child care with the cognitive development of the children. 
EPPE, (The Effective Pre-school and Primary Education was the first large scale study done in Britain. By using the educational effectiveness design, EPPE was set to explore what effects each individual pre-school has on children’s attainment and their behavioural/social development on entry to primary school and then later on at seven years and eleven years old (Sylva et al. 2004, 2008) however the project is now called EPPSE (The Effective Pre-school, Primary and Secondary Education). As the study was extended to age fourteen as to follow the same cohort. By studying the effects of all pre-school, primary school and also the family influences, they have discovered that with the new insights and the evidence shown they now know how important early childhood experiences is to children’s development (Sylva et al. 2008, 2010). 
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