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¥Ynganu a phwyslais

The stress usually falls on the last but one syllable in Welsh words. A syllable is
a unit of sound. If you are unsure what a syllable is, try 'talk-ing like a Da-lek’
- (6 syllables) and this should help you. Putting stress on a syllable means
lengthening the sound with more emphasis in the voice.

For example: people with a Welsh accent would pronounce the surname -
Meredith as Mer-ed-ith, with the last sound but one - 'ed’ - stressed. People
with an English accent would tend to put equal weight on all three syllables -

Mer-ed-ith.

If the stress falls on the last syllable of a Welsh word it is usually marked by an
accent e.g. carafdn. There are very few words like this in Welsh.

Try saying these words: - canol - canolfan. The stress moves on each time a unit

of sound or syllable is added.
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Yr Wyddor Gymraeg
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Llythyren Cymraeg Saesneg

*aq tan/tan as in hard/bat

b bola as in bat

c car as in car, never as cyril
ch coch as in Scottish loch

d dant as in dentist

dd ddoe as in then, never as thing
*e hen/pert long open e sound/then

f fi/afal as in vast, never as of f
ff ffon as in phone

g gan as in gut, never as george
ng dringo as in bling

h hapus as in happy

*i ci/bin keep/bin, never as slime
J garej as in jam

| lan as in last

] llawn no english equivalent

m map as in map

n nawr as in nip

*o do/llon as in phone/pot

p as in peth as in pot

ph phen as in physics

r car rolled more than English
rh rhif breathy 'r', unvoiced

s sgarff as in set, not is

t ti as in fop

th beth as in thing, never as then
*u un/tun been / kiss never as in rump
*w dwr/jwg do/full

*y dyn/cyn/yn as in dean/tin/dump

*|lafariaid Vowels

Tn the ‘Welsh' column, examples of words with long and short vowel

sounds are given.

The Welsh vowels are: a, e, i,

ol u: wl Y




Y Drindod Dewi Sant

¢ University of Wales
Trinity Saint David
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Y Wyddor / The Alphabet

e

Deuseiniaid / Dipthongs

L ia ie iw  wa we Wi wo wy

ae | qi el - euv aw  ew ow
o ML e VIS AW E LRI T A B RS e BN b S
P oWy A uw oe . 0Oi ou

ai ae Simitar to Erglish eye : gwaith, caiz, Owain, pennaeth, gwasanaetnjay) |

cau, adnodday, gwyliou, dechrau, adrannau, i

o B e i i s s

au

e L B A 5 Y T e e .0 PR i, 5, S,

— . i :
aw | Similar to Englicsh 0w in cow  aw o caws, cowl, dawn, i

ei ev ey | Similar to English say leich, gweithio, exfeiriad, gweithgaredd,

l ceisiadau, teithio, Eurwen, Uangyndeyrn, ;

oi oe | Sinuior to English oy in boy | crynhon, cloi, o, rthoi,

ou oed, oer, ddoe, cyffrous,

ow Similar to English ow in own  Qwen, clowek, rowek, riowch

i

wy This coured doein't accur in vwyddfa, cayn, hayr, ney!l dwy, bwyd, thaeydd,

[ English gorffwy:, egwyl, gayiiau







