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Essay one 
Question 
Why are terrorist organisations often involved in other forms of criminality (e.g. acquisitive crime), and how can this inform counter-terrorism policing? 

Answer
Both the act of terrorism and the threat it poses has increased, both to national and global security. It often coexists with other with other types of crimes, including drug and human trafficking. Effective counterterrorism efforts require an understanding of the reasons underlying these criminal actions and how they are related to terrorism. 

This essay examines the connections between terrorism and other crimes, focusing on the reasons behind terrorist groups’ engagement in these activities and how such connections can influence counterterrorism law enforcement tactics. It will aim to provide an understanding of the subject by evaluating the insider danger within police agencies, investigating possible connections between terrorism and criminality, and analysing organisational structures and relationships within counterterrorism policing. 

Counterterrorism policing, operates within a multifaceted organisational framework with local, national and international features. The UK’s regional police forces and government agencies, including the Home Office and MI5, work together to coordinate counterterrorism efforts under the guidance of the governments Counter Terrorism Policing Network (CTPN), further information on the network is provided by (Gov.uk, 2024a) . According to (Dandeker , 2009), the NCTPN provides a structure for intelligence sharing and operational supports so that local police can use national resources to effectively respond to threats. Following terrorist acts like the London Bombings in 2005, which brought attention to the need for a coordinated response across several agencies, the NCTPN’s role became even more crucial. Further reading on the bombings is provided by (Gov.uk, 2006). 

Likewise, in the United States, federal state, and local authorities collaborate closely with the Department of Homeland Security (DHS), to coordinate counterterrorism operations. Through programs like Joint Terrorism Task Forces (JTTFs), which unite multiple agencies to share intelligence and carry out coordinated operations, the FBI works closely with local law enforcement (Homeland Security , 2023). The formation of these task forces is essential for advancing a coordinated and effective strategy for counterterrorism. 

Inter-agency cooperation is essential for effective counterterrorism policing. Threats from terrorism must be recognised, avoided, and dealt either by a joint effort of armed forces, intelligence services, and law enforcement. In the UK, The Counter Terrorism Operations Centre (CTOC) is a major component of this partnership, functioning as a hub for intelligence analysis and operational preparation (Shaw & Zetter , 2017). The coordinated strategy of the CTOC enables quick reactions to new threats and real-time information sharing.   

Similar roles are performed by the Fusion Centres in the US, which collect and evaluate data from many sources such as federal partners, state and local law enforcement, and others. According to (Mason , et al., 2014 ), these centres improve agency coordination and information sharing, which helps to avert terrorist attacks. When the Boston Marathon occurred in 2013, a united effort between multiple agencies made it possible to quickly identify the suspects and plan the response, demonstrating the efficiency of Fusion Centres. 

Another essential component of counterterrorism police is community participation. Programs to promote mutual respect and collaboration between law enforcement and communities have been put into place in the US and the UK. In order to stop extremism and advance social cohesion, the UK’s Prevent Strategy places a strong emphasis on community engagement. The goal of this is to find those who could be recruited into terrorism and offer them assistance before they commit crimes, additional information provided by (Gov.uk , 2010).

Further information is provided by (Idris , 2019) that overlooks how community cohesion/community resilience projects have been used to successfully prevent violent extremism. Initiatives that are grounded in the community, including conferences and instructional courses, are designed to promote communication and comprehension between law enforcement and groups that are marginalised. 

In the US, community-oriented policing tactics are designed to strengthen the bonds between local communities and law enforcement, creating a cooperative atmosphere for counterterrorism and prevention. According to (Hoffman , 2017), these kinds of programs are critical to winning over the community and obtaining information that will help with counterterrorism activities. 

The New York Police Department (NYPD) has instituted community outreach initiatives aimed at motivating locals to report any suspicious activity. This highlights the importance of local knowledge in counterterrorism activities. Creating successful programs requires an understanding of the connections between terrorism and other criminal activities. Additional information provided by (Government, 2024). 

According to research, large number of terrorists groups commit crimes in order to finance their operations and fulfil their goals. Terrorists’ organisations commit crimes primarily for financial gain. These groups frequently turn to criminal enterprises to finance their operations, particularly when governmental sponsorship is lacking, according to (Makarenko, 2004).

This is especially true for organisations like Al-Qaeda and Hezbollah, which have a history of smuggling weapons and drugs. For example, it Is well known that Hezbollah used multiple methods, one being drug trafficking, across various places of the world, including Europe, as a means of funding its activities in the Middle East (Levitt, 2013). According to reports, Hezbollah has developed complex networks throughout South America, particularly in nations like Brazil and Venezuela, where they take advantage of the drug trade in the area to finance their operations (Delgado/Dialogo, 2024).

Similarly, Al-Qaeda has expanded the range of illegal acts it uses for funding, such as robbery, human trafficking, and drug smuggling. Cocaine trafficking through South America has been a major source of income for the Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM) branch, which uses the money earned from this activity to fund its terrorist activities (Vardi , 2009) . This shows how terrorist groups resort to criminal activity, maintain their activities, in addition to having ideological motivations. 

Engaging in illegal activity can also be used as a recruiting tool by terrorist groups. Terrorist may attract young people, who are frequently from underprivileged families, with promises of financial gain and acceptance. Research conducted (Prezelj & Zalokar, 2023) suggests that networks that support recruiting, training, and operational planning are created by terrorist organisations as a result of the relationship between organised crime and terrorism. This was made clear in the instance of ISIS, which drew members from variety of backgrounds, including the criminal underworld.  

Furthermore, because of the self-sustaining cycle of terrorism and criminal activity, people who engage in criminal activity, people who engage in criminal activity may eventually turn to terrorist groups for assistance. The overlap between these criminal organisations is shown by the European Union Terrorism Situation and Trend Report (TE-SAT), which shows that many foreign fighters from Europe who joined ISIS had prior criminal convictions (Europol, 2023). 

Numerous case studies demonstrate the connections between criminal activity and terrorism. For instance, money laundering and credit card fraud were two of the illegal actions that contributed to the financing of 9/11 attacks. The fact that the attackers obtained money through dishonest means emphasis the financial ties that exist between various types of criminal activity and terrorism (9-11commission.gov, 2004). The terrorists demonstrated how criminals can use what appear to be normal financial methods to fund illicit actions by taking advantage of flaws in financial systems. 

Likewise, cocaine trafficking networks that financed terrorists’ activities were connected to the 2004 Madrid train bombings (Rotella , 2009). This relationship highlights the necessity for law enforcement organisations to combat organised crime and terrorism from a holistic standpoint since they can both be greatly impacted by distributing the other. 

The emergence of ISIS is a prime example of how organised crime and terrorism have combined. In addition to engaging in the conventional terrorists’ actions, ISIS developed a sophisticated business plan that included kidnapping for ransom, extortion, and oil smuggling. According to (NPR.Org, 2015) , ISIS made millions from the illegal sale of oil, which substantially financed its operations. Due to its control over oil fields in Syria and Iraq, the group was able to export oil to other nations and make a sizeable profit. This new business-like method to financial operations was a first for the financing of terrorism. 

Additionally, the group also exploited vulnerable people for forced labour and sexual slavery through the trafficking of human beings as a way to make money (Armstrong , 2015). ISIS turned the kidnapping of women and children from minority communities, Yazidis in particular, into a source of income, demonstrating how terrorists’ groups may conflate their political objectives with self-serving financial interests. ISIS’s wide range of illegal actions demonstrate the complexity of moder day terrorism and the need law enforcement tactics that deal with these related dangers. 

Although authorities must work together and have trust in one another to effectively combat terrorism, there are substantial obstacles because of the possibly of insider threats. Insider threats are security concerns posed by persons, such as law enforcement personnel, within an organisation who may attempt to exploit their access to confidential information or resources for malicious purposes. 

The threat posed by insiders within law enforcement agencies can take various forms, such as the unapproved disclosure of private information, terrorists sympathisers infiltrating the agency, or even active participation in terrorists’ acts. One prominent instance of a local public health official with links to extremists’ ideas aiding an attack by allowing the preparators to carry out their objectives is the San Bernardino assault of 2015. Further reading provided by (Fitzpatrick , 2018). This incident demonstrates how people who work for government entities and hold extreme ideas can provide serious concerns. 

The instance of Khalid Masood in the UK (Hill, 2018) serves as an example of the possible inside threat. The 2017 Westminster attack preparator, Masood, was previously known to law enforcement for minor offences, which begs the question of how useful it is keep an eye on people who are known to have ties to crime. 

These incidents highlight how crucial it Is for police services to be vigilant. Apart from isolated incidents, the wider organisational culture in law enforcement agencies may also raise the possibility of insider threats. Employees in police departments may feel alone or hesitant to report suspicious activity if a culture of open communication and trust is not fostered. Law enforcement organisations may be unable recognise such threats early on and take prevention action as a result of this silence. 

Police departments need to put in place complete methods that to put in place complete methods that include prevention, detection, and reaction in order to reduce the danger of insider threats. Procedures such as having strict background checks that are conducted before hiring someone can aid in identifying those who may have connections to criminal activity or extreme ideas. This entails evaluating an applicant’s associations, criminal record, and social ties in order to detect potential risks.

Secondly, putting in place procedures for continuous staff observations might assist in spotting any suspicious behaviour or attitude shifts that might indicate possible insider threats. This can entail routine performance reviews, analyses of social media usage, and anonymous reporting platforms that let co-workers’ flag questionable conduct. The Whistleblower protection policies (Gov.uk, 2015) can help encourage those to take action by having these in place. This ensures that workers who report suspicious activity or worries are shielded from repercussions. 

Thirdly by educating police officers on how to spot insider threats and indicators or radicalisation can raise awareness within the agency. Officers can learn the value of reporting suspicious activity and raising a level of alertness through frequent workshops and training sessions. 
 
In order to understand the relationship between criminality and terrorism, future research should focus on conducting comparative studies on how various nations handle the merging of organised crime and terrorism can provide an important insight into the best practices and lessons discovered. Secondly, analysing how new technology, like social media and cryptocurrencies, affect the funding and recruiting tactics of terrorist’s groups can help counterterrorism measures be modified. The methods for preventing the misuse of technology must also advance along with technology. 

Thirdly, by investigating the impact of mental health support in reducing insider threats within law enforcement may provide useful insights into developing a resilient workforce. Assessing officers’ mental health needs creating appropriate support systems is critical to sustaining a vigilant and successful police force. Lastly, by analysing existing counter terrorism strategies, may determine their success in addressing the connection between terrorism and criminality, allowing for informed policy adjustments. Identifying gaps and areas for improvement can increase the overall effectiveness of counter-terrorism strategies. 

By focusing on these research areas, policy makers and law enforcement agencies can gain a more comprehensive knowledge of the problems faced by terrorism and its connections, overall improving national security.
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Essay two 
Question
Why is a partnership approach the most effective way to reach groups or communities who are less willing to engage with police? You should consider why certain groups are reluctant to engage with police, and the ways engagement can be achieved.

Answer
Throughout various communities, police-community connections are essential to promoting trust and public safety. However, due to discrimination, high-profile cases of misconduct and obstacle like cultural misunderstandings make some communities, especially underprivileged or minority groups, hesitant to interact with local authorities.

The best way to deal with these issues is to take a partnership approach, which places an emphasis on cooperation, trust and shared accountability. The causes of community resistance, the effects of significant events on police-community relations, the criticism of modern policing methods, the importance of community policing to promote unity, and the application of effective engagement principles are all provided in this essay. 

Systemic discrimination in policing has affected marginalised communities, especially Black, Indigenous, and People of Colour (BIPOC). Deep mistrust is a result of these encounters, which are influenced by racial profiling, excessive arrests, and the use of force. For instance, black people are 2.5 times more likely than white people to be killed by police in the United States (Edwards , et al., 2019). In a similar way, deliberate discrimination is seen in the disproportionately high rates of imprisonment among Indigenous Australians (Kong, 2024). As a result of these development, law enforcement is seen as an organisational that upholds inequality rather than defending communities. 

Law enforcement regularly engages in systemic discrimination against Roma populations throughout Europe, including racial profiling and forcible evictions. According to the Amnesty International analysis, police in nations like Slovakia and Hungary, target Roma neighbourhoods for raids, frequently posing as anti-crime initiatives. Such actions promote community disengagement and deepen ingrained suspicion (Amnesty International , 2010) . 

Since 9/11 attacks, Muslim communities have been subject to increased monitoring and surveillance. Perceptions of bias are fostered by programs that disproportionately target Muslims, such as the U.S. “Countering Violent Extremism” campaign. According to research, invasive police techniques damage relationships of cooperation and undermine confidence (Sirin & Fine , 2008) . The UK governments counter terrorism strategy, Prevent, has come under fire for its practice of profiling Muslim communities, which frequently alienates the people it aims to interact with. A recent review on this strategy has been provided by (Gov.uk, 2024b).  

High-profile events that draw attention to racism and police violence include the 2020 murder of George Floyd. Floyd’s death caused a worldwide uproar, which is a prime example of how such incidents damage confidence in the police. Further information on the impact of Floyds death is provided by (Pyper & Brown , 2020). Similar to this, the Macpherson Report (1999) (Macpherson, 1999) details how the Metropolitan Police’s systemic racism was revealed by the 1993 murder of Stephen Lawrence in the UK and the subsequent poor handling of the investigation. 

These kinds of instances are not unique; rather, they are a sign of larger systemic problems that cause communities to become estranged. Additional information as to why is provided by (Bowling & Coretta , 2002). 

Mistrust of the police enforcement has increased in Canada as a result of High-profile incidents like the 2016 shooting, death of Colten Boushie, a young Indigenous man. Perceptions of systemic racism were strengthened by the Royal Canadian Mounted Police’s (RCMP) criticism for their biassed conduct of the investigation (Berger , 2020). 

Differences in language and culture may cause a greater distrust. Due to peoples’ experiences back home or out of fear of being deported, immigrant populations may perceive police as a potential threat, particularly in places where law enforcement and immigration enforcement work together (Armenta , 2017) . For instance, immigrants who speak Spanish in the United State, may refrain from reporting crimes, fearing legal repercussions. 

The police are sometimes viewed as insensitive to the demands of some communities. The LGBTQ+ people have complained about insufficient police responses to hate crimes, often feeling ignored or excluded (Hubbard , 2021) . Similarly, a lack of police resources may make rural populations that are victims of domestic abuse feel underserved (Bartkowiak-Theron & Asquith , 2014) . Additional studies provided by (Stotzer 2014) suggest that transgender people are more often harassed by police. 

Furthermore, incidents such as Brianns Ghey’s murder in the UK (Gov.uk, 2024c) , serves to underscore the belief that authorities do not appropriately address hate crimes. Establishing LGBTQ+ liaison officers has been shown to greatly enhance relationships (Hubbard , 2021). 

Mistrust between generations is common in communities where there has been a history of unfavourable police encounters. For instance, black neighbourhoods were disproportionately targeted by the U.S, war on drugs, which caused long-lasting trauma. Further information is provided by (Alexander , 2010), which has then been later reviewed by (Cook-Lyn, 2014). Due to colonial police methods and ongoing over-representation in the legal system, Ingenious Australians also endure intergenerational mistrust (Kong, 2024) . 

The Metropolitan Police’s Institutional racism was exposed by the way the murder investigation of Stephen Lawrence was handled. The idea if Institutional racism was first presented in the Macpherson Report (1999), which also suggested changes to increase police accountability. In Black British communities, suspicion remains, highlighting the importance of ongoing involvement (Bowling & Coretta , 2002) . 

Widespread riots were sparked by the vicious beating of Rodney King by LAPD police in 1991, which was seen on camera, and the officers’ trial. The relationship between police and minority communities in the United States suffered as a result of this occurrence, which revealed systemic racial bias and a lack of accountability (Harris , 2002) . 

In 2021, a serving Metropolitan Police officer kidnapped and killed Sarah Everard, causing widespread indignation in the United Kington. The institutionalised misogyny in police enforcement was a source of anxiety and fury for many women. Public trust has been further eroded, particularly among women, by reports of complaints against officers accused of sexual misconduct being handled improperly, additional information provided by (Lullo, N.d). 

Indigenous Australians have disproportionately high rates of death in police custody. The 1991 Royal Commission on Aboriginal Deaths in Custody made numerous recommendations, but their implementation has been inconsistent, generating mistrust. As suggested through the final report, provided by (Dodson, et al., 1991).

The 2017 Grenfell Tower Fire in London, highlighted systematic failings in institutional responses to marginalised groups. Many locals felt their complaints were dismissed, demonstrating how apparent apathy by authorities, especially the police, can deepen alienation. Additional information provided by both (Gregory , 2024) and (William , et al., 2024), 

As suggested by (Crank , 2004), over policing in minority neighbourhoods often includes racial profiling and intrusive monitoring, resulting in an adversarial relationship. Under-policing happens when marginalised groups, such as rural women experiencing domestic violence, are overlooked. Both behaviours undermine confidence and jeopardise public safety. 

Research has shown that excessive policing may result in a self-fulfilling prophecy. According to (Shiner , et al., 2013) , minority populations that experience disproportionate stop-and-search tactics, frequently see themselves as targets rather than citizens being safeguarded. Cooperation and legitimacy are undermined by this, especially by the under policing of crimes like human trafficking, which feeds exploitation cycles. (Farrel & Reichart , 2017) have conducted additional research and offered suggestions for improving officially reported data. 

There is an increasing concern about the over-reliance on police to manage mental health emergencies. According to (Fuller et al 2015), people with mental health are involved in about 25% of fatal police confrontations in the United States. The success of a cooperative approach in de-escalating crises and enhancing results is demonstrated by programs such as Crisis Intervention Teams (CIT), which pair law enforcement with mental health specialists, as mentioned by (Cavaiola & Colford , 2018).  

The militarisation of police, particularly in the United States, has exacerbated tensions during protests and everyday interactions. The deployment of military-grade equipment projects an antagonistic image of law enforcement. According to research, militarisation does not promote safety and instead, undermines public trust. A lack of diversity in police units adds to perceptions of racism, according to research, militarisation does not promote safety and instead undermines public trust (Mummolo, 2020).  

Black and low-income residents in Brazil are affected by the high levels of violence brought on by the militarisation of police in favelas. According to academics, participatory policing councils and other community-based strategies provide a more successful substitute (Huggins, et al., 2002). 

 A lack of diversity in police units adds to perceptions of racism. According to research, representational policing fosters cultural competence, which increase trust and communication (Yesberg , et al., 2023). However, many jurisdictions fail to recruit and retain officers from minority groups. 

Traditionally policing frequently relies on reactive measures, emphasising arrests over prevention. However, (Bullock , et al., 2022)   promotes problem-oriented policing, which focusses on resolving core issues, is more effective but necessitates ongoing collaboration. 

Community policing priorities relationship-building and problem-solving, shifting the emphasis away from enforcement and towards collaboration. This method promotes communal cooperation and improves public safety. Programs such as “Coffee with a Cop” encourage informal interactions, breaking down barriers between officers and community residents. Research indicates that visible and approachable policing builds trust (Rosenbaum, 2009) . 

School Resource Officers (SROs) can promote trust between young people and law enforcement if they receive training in restorative justice techniques. According to Canadian studies, schools with active SRO programs report less violent events and better ties between the police and the community. Information provided by (Hunt , 2019) and (Lodi , et al., 2022).

Certified public accountants (CPAs), or Citizen Police Academics, have become an essential instrument for promoting understanding amongst people. Residents are invited to take part in training classes that offer an understanding of police operations through these programs. Research shows that by encouraging empathy, this will then boost public confidence (Kock , et al., 2018)  CPAs can contribute to reducing long-standing mistrust and creating channels for communication by concentrating on under-represented communities. 

Tailoring techniques to community requirements is a key component of effective policing. In Camden, New Jersey, reforms emphasising de-escalation training and collaboration with community organisations resulted in lower crime and better relations (CBS News, 2021). 

By using a public health approach to violence, Scotland’s Violence Reduction Unit (VRU), which was founded in 2005, was able to successfully lower knife crime. The VRU prioritised prevention over enforcement through collaborations with community organisations, social agencies and schools. This approach has received recognition as a global model of successful teamwork (Scotland Violence Reduction Unit , 2021)

Initiatives for restorative justice with Māori communities in New Zealand have improved views of fairness and decreased reoffending rates. These initiatives bring policing methods into line with cultural customs by incorporating community elders in decision-making (Mousourakis , 2015).

De-escalation training has been widely used by Swedish police as a part of a larger initiative to regain the trust of immigrant populations. There has been a discernible decrease in force events as a result of this strategy, which prioritises peaceful resolution. To enhance police-community interactions, research indicates that comparable tactics could be modified for use in other settings. Further reading provided by (Bergman , et al., 2023) and (Eliasson, 2023).

Transparency programs, such as body cams and public reporting of police misconduct, improve accountability and create confidence. According to (Tyler , 2011), procedural justice, which ensures fairness and accountability, is critical to enhancing participation. 

Engaging young people in mentorship and recreational activities fosters long-lasting trust. Sports are used to develop healthy ties between officers and youngsters in programs such as the “Police Athletic League” in the United States (PAL Partner , 2023). 

Community organisations have increased hate crime reporting by providing safe areas for victims. This collaborative strategy has increased police-community trust. Boston’s Operation Ceasefire, which combined law enforcement and community support, reduced gun violence amongst the younger population. The initiative demonstrates the efficacy of resolving social and structural issues through collaboration (Braga , et al., 2006).

The development of Indigenous liaison officers in Australia has enhanced communication with Indigenous communities while also addressing historical grievances and developing trust. 

A collaborative approach is crucial to overcome marginalised groups’ reluctance to interact with the police. Historical grievances, high-profile occurrences, and systemic prejudice have created serious distrust, but community policing and collaborative problem-solving provide opportunities to mend these relationships. Police may repair confidence and improve public safety by customising their approach to community needs, promoting transparency, and encouraging communication Academic research and successful case studies reveal that collaboration is not only effective, but also crucial for long-term change. Moving forward, law enforcement organisations must prioritise diversity, cultural competence, and proactive engagement in order to develop equitable and inclusive justice systems. 
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Essay one 


 


Question 


 


Why are terrorist organisations often involved in other forms of criminality (e.g. 


acquisitive crime), and how can this inform counter


-


terrorism policing


? 


 


 


Answer


 


Both the act of terrorism and the threat it poses has increased, both to national and 


global security. It 


often


 


coexists with other 


with other types of crimes, including drug 


and human trafficking. Effective counterterrorism efforts require an understanding of 


the reasons underlying these criminal actions and how they are related to terrorism. 


 


 


This essay examines the connections between terrorism and other crimes, 


focusing


 


on 


the reasons behind terrorist groups’ engagement in these activities and how such 


connections can influence counterterrorism law enforcement tactics. 


It


 


will aim to 


provide an understanding of the subject by evaluating the insider danger within police 


agencies, 


investigating possible connections between terrorism and criminality, and 


analysing organisational structures and relationships within counterterrorism policing. 


 


 


Counterterrorism policing, operates within a multifaceted organisational framework with 


local, national and international features. The UK’s regional police forces and 


government agencies, including the Home Office and MI5, work together to coordinate 


coun


terterrorism efforts under the guidance of the governments Counter Terrorism 


Policing Network (CTPN)


, 


further information on the network is provided by 


(Gov.uk, 


2024a)


 


. According to 


(Dandeker , 2009)


, the NCTPN provides a structure for 


intelligence sharing and operational supports so that local police can use national 


resources to effectively respond to threats. Following terrorist acts like the London 


Bombings 


in 2005, which brought attention to the need for a coordinated response 


across several agencies, the NCTPN’s role became even more crucial.


 


Further reading 


on the bombings is provided by


 


(Gov.uk, 2006)


. 


 


 


Likewise, in the United States, federal state, and local authorities collaborate closely 


with the Department of Homeland Security (DHS), to coordinate counterterrorism 


operations. Through programs like Joint Terrorism Task Forces (JTTFs), which unite 


multi


ple agencies to share intelligence and carry out coordinated operations, the FBI 


works closely with local law enforcement


 


(Homeland Security , 2023)


. The formation of 


these task forces is essential for advancing a coordinated and effective strategy for 


counterterrorism. 
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