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Choose either the ‘Beach’ or the ‘Woods’ to plan a visit for a group of children. Describe how visiting this location can support learning

· Introduction (89)

Within this assingment I will be organising a school trip to the Oystermouth Castle and Caswell Bay. I will be designing different documents that the school will need prior, during and after the school trip. I will also address the different aspects of a school trip that I feel should stand at the fore front of any educational visit. The importance of the chosen locations will be discussed and how these visits will facilitate the pupils learning and engage them in the education of different aspects of the world.

· What do we mean by ‘Learning Environments’? 
     + Research (414)

A learning environement is seen as an area “that is funtioning successfully as a third teacher, will be responsive to the children’s interests, provide opportunities for children to make their thinking visible and then foster further learning and engagement” (Fraser, 2012). This ‘third teacher’ can either enhance the pupils learning by promoting their potential to be creative or derail their learning altogether by steering them away from the key focus of the lessons and activities. 

There has been a misunderstanding when it comes to educational visits. As teachers over the years have taken their pupils to their fabulous venues and sites, taken the pupils around and taught all that they can. However, they have then neglected the natural environment around them. For example, the beach is used many times to take the pupils and undergo activities. However, the activities are then sometimes exactly the same or based around the same premise as the activities you can conduct in the classroom or the school yard. This is not using your learning environment to its full potential. The beach, as a learning environment, is there for the pupils to use their sensory system to take in the different aromas and sounds that are around them. To make the most of natural resources, learning about the materials that surround them, using them in new and creative ways. An importance to any learning environment is to educate the pupils of the actual environment they are in. The tide, sun, local public all need to be encompassed within your lesson when at the site.
	Teachers need to ensure that pupils develop their personal and social wellbeing skills through constant interactions with groups, peers and teachers. Encourage the pupils to explore the natural environment as it is constantly changing. Do not ‘bubble wrap’ the children by constricting them to certain sections of the beach. Take them to the water’s edge and allow them to take their shoes off and feel the water on their skin. Use this small act to educate them on different natural things, is it cold or hot? Why do you think this is? Do you think it would be the same in another part of the world? A learning environment is not there to stick to a plan word for word, but to adapt to your surroundings. If pupils want to question certain things, allow them to, but guide them into education and be that more knowledgeable other to facilitate the learning when on your visits. 

· Aims of Educational Visits 
     + Documents/ Policies(152)

Schools use educational visits for many different subjects and topics. They are usually used to bring the education to life. Even though schools within South Wales can bring education to life in their very own classrooms and the pupils will benefit from this, the expereince of the real life objects and locations further allows the pupils minds to thrive, bringing the whole experience and their knowledge together. 

Educational visits should be seen as a very powerful teaching tool which are there to engage the pupils’ social, emotional and personal development. Being surrounded by a new environment that is rich in nature and learning opportunities acts as an additional stimuli for the pupils to fully engage with the ctivities at hand. Additional Learning Need (ALN) pupils will find this approach to learning benefitial as it can “teach life skills, build on social skills and improve independence and self-confidence” (National justice museum, No Date). 



· Choice of location + rationale + research (374)

I have chosen to visit two different locations on the same day. I have planned to visit Oystermouth Castle in the morning, then Caswell Bay later on in the day. I have chosen these two locations as they are situated close to eacher other, will have very short journeys between the two and both are easily accessible for transport to get to the locations and safely park for pupils to get off. (See Diagram 1 – Route plan)

[image: ]Diagram 1 – Route Plan

The castle has multiple areas where pupils will wheelchair restrictions can access. Unfortunately there are sections of the castle where they will not be able to acess. So there will need to be plans for this section where the pupils will be able to stay involved and have that same emersive experience as the rest of the class. 

The council work with the organistation that runs the Oystermouth Catsle tours. During the tour you will be taken around the castle where the guides will talk about the history, starting during roman times to present day. Once the tour is finished the council will run an interactive expereince including story readings incorporated with role play and dressing up as characters such as Knights, Princesses, Kings and Queens. They also do outdoor activities where the pupils will be encouraged to work together in order to solve puzzles and engage in fun fairy tale themed activities.

[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]A significant reason that I have chosen to conduct my activities on the beach is that many children have never seen, been to or stepped foot on the beach in their lives. Understandably the number of children that fall under this category is significantly higher in midland areas of Wales and the United Kingdom, however, there are still children living in the South Wales area that are not aware of the joys of the beach. According to a report made by the Guardian last year, “just under one in five children (18%) have never set foot on a beach” (Weale, 2019). In my opinion the educational value of a beach experience is one that must be experienced by all pupils. The weather, cleanliness, litter, dogs mess is all part of learning about different issues that the public face every day.


· Age of children + clas context explained – plan? (147)

Meadow View Primary School is based in the outskirts of the Swansea area. For the education visit the school will take the Year 2 class, ages six to seven, which consists of 21 pupils. Within this class there are a range of abilities and behavioural difficulties. I have chosen beach due to the skills that can developed, such as the site “provides an environment in which to experiment with messy art activities and water play” (Moor 2008, p.164), allowing the pupils with difficulties to fully immerse themselves in the mess and fun. Also, it “is a good environment to practise physical skills such as balancing and coordinating movements on different surfaces” (Moor 2008, p.164), which develops their cognitive skills. The theme of the educational visit will be the same to the termly theme of my school, which is Kings and queens and the castles they live in. 


· Skills development (245)

There are many skills developed during outdoor education, specifically ‘beach’ and ‘forest’ activities. They encompass a variation of pupil specific skills relating to the child’s personal development and a general awareness of the world around them. One skill that is at the fore front of all others when undergoing activities on the beach is the pupil’s sensory development. The pupils will come in contact with multiple stimuli when undergoing any activity on the beach. Each sense will be used throughout their visit; the sound, touch, smell, sight, and even taste of the environment around them. The individual development of our sensory system is vital to any growing child, and the importance of repetition for that development is further supported when Gascoyne (2012) states “the richer our sensory experiences the more intricate will be the patterns for learning, thought and creativity”.
	Another skill that is beneficial for a child’s development is their knowledge of the area around them. A visit to a beach location is rich in knowledge of the culture and economy of the area. Pupils will be able to learn about how the community benefits from visitors and how a large amount of their income relies on these tourists. Each opportunity that pupils encounter provides the chance for them to “learn about those living or working in the local area, to get to know key people and to understand that others contribute a great deal to our day-to-day lives”. (Cooper et al, 2010. p.121).

· Prior to the visit (children + staffing etc) (671)

Prior to the visit the school will need to design documents and arrangements that will need to be completed prior to the visits. These include the following:

· Transport Confirmation (Appendix 1)
· Copy of Risk Assessments by the company running any activities (Appendix 2)
· Risk Assessments by the school (Appendix 3)
· Guidance notes from venue (Appendix 4)
· Booking forms for the venue (Appendix 5)
· Parental consent forms (Appendix 6)
· Up to date parental contact information (Appendix 7)

All of the documents listed are essential to any school visit to any location, to ensure the safety, educational stimuli and well-being of the pupils when on the visit. 

Also prior to the visit you will need to organise the staff that will be attending, and any additional adults required. The additional adults will be required if you do not have enough staff available to fill the child to adult ratio. Additional adults can, if used effectively, be an incredibly useful resource. They provide that extra support in simple situations; they are an extra pair of eyes throughout the whole visit and can be used for the more mundane jobs during the visit such as taking children to the toilet or assisting with lunchtime.
	In line with the consent form, previously stated, you will need to have a full background knowledge of the pupils attending the trip. This includes allergies and any medical conditions the child may have. It is vital that the teacher has this knowledge of the pupil in case of emergency, so they know the procedure to follow, the contact information of the parents and how to administer any medicine the child may carry and urgently need.
	The staff that will be taken on the education visit is important. You need to ensure they are suitable for the terrain, meaning they are capable to keep up with all of the energetic activities that are planned for the day. The ratio of children to staff needs to be correct to the ratio of 1:6. That means I will need to have four adults with me to cover the whole group, and two adults to cover both the ALN pupils, so six additional adults in total and myself as the teacher. This is vital for the supervision of all the pupils. Ensuring their safety and all pupils will get the most beneficial educational value from the day possible for each individual.
	I feel like it is important for the pupils to have prior knowledge for the experience. I have ensured they have an idea of what the day will tell them by basing my lesson around their termly theme of ‘kings and queens and the castles they live in’. This will help the pupils fully relax and intake all the information given to them, allowing them to enjoy the experience and thrive in the hands on and real-life experience.
	Another aspect of the trip that will need to be done prior to the visit is visiting the location; so, as a teacher you have a sound understanding of the area with all the different elements you will need to consider. When visiting the area before the visit you will be able to collect specific information that will aid your risk assessment further.
	An important piece of knowledge needed before you visit the beach with your school is to know the tidal times and conditions. Even if the tide does come in too much during your visit, this is a lovely way to introduce the elements to your pupils, furthering their knowledge of the world.
	With different tidal and weather conditions comes the preparation of clothing. You will need to inform the pupils of the appropriate clothes they will need to wear during the day. It is best to have school uniform during the day, as it is easily identifiable with the general public at the location and allows you as a teacher to easily differentiate between you schools and others if there are any at the site.

· During the visit (429)

During the visit the school will need to plan a checklist to go through as the day goes on. On arrival, the pupils will need to be briefed on the days plan. This will include what group they are in, which teacher they will have with them, the different activities they will be doing and when they are able to have lunch/snacks. As a teacher you will also need to review the situation on arrival. The reason for this is to check if anything has changed since your pre visit to the site. It is vital to have up to date information during the day to ensure the safety of all of the pupils. Group control will be paramount when at the venue, you need to ensure all the staff know exactly what the day has planned. Also, when grouping the children with teachers, it is advisable to ensure that the pupils work well with the teacher you have given, if they do not it may throw the whole day off balance and cause serious behavioural issues that will disrupt the visit. 
When dealing with any pupils misbehaving on the school trip it is seen as a good thing to conduct the disciplinary action in clear view of all the pupils as their peers will make “an assessment about our behaviour leadership; how fair, reasonable we are in our discipline and whether we can keep control” (Roger, 2015, p. 94), which will also give them an understanding of the behaviour we as teachers expect and the disciplinary actions they will face when not abiding to the standards set out. Another way to set standards with the pupils is to set physical boundaries of where they can go freely. You can do this by using objects like cones or flags you may have brought with you or using natural objects or structures at the beach. Using natural structures such as rock faces, trees and mounds of sand allows the pupils to develop their own cognitive development through depth perception and navigating through and around the landscape. This links with the Foundation Phase Framework when it states that pupils should have the opportunity to “identify natural features, e.g. rivers, hills, beaches, and the human features, e.g. buildings, roads, bridges, of their own locality” (Welsh Government, 2015)
During the visit the teacher will also need to consider health and hygiene as well as first aid and incidents. This can be easily planned for by bring a first aid kit with you on your trip, having plenty of antiseptic wipes and wet wipes. For the details of the lesson / activities for the day see lesson plan (Appendix 8).
	
· The Curriculum +  Statutory Protocols (232)

Throughout the educational visit to the beach the pupils will be given the opportunity to improve their skills, understadning and knowledge through a range of different activities. Through their exploration to find the different materials for their sand castle they will contribute in “activities that contribute to their own safety” (Welsh Government, 2015). When desinging their castles in the sand they will “use their senses, to be creative and imaginitive” (Welsh Government, 2015) to follow the simple structure of a castle and add their own twists or improvements to them. Then the pupills will need to “adopt a range of roles, including leadership within a small group, paired learning or working within a team” (Welsh Government, 2015) to complete their task together. During the foundation Phase, teachers need to ensure that ‘all aspects of learning are interlinked for young children; they do not compartmentalise their learning and understanding into curriculum areas” (DCELLS, 2008, p.5)

Statutory protocols are set out for schools to follow. They are designed by the government and put in place for the schools to abide and comply with the law when on school visits. There can be scenarios where schools do not need to follow such protocols but must give reasons.

After the educational visit the pupils will need to have follow up lessons to recap on their knowledge and summarise the information they have learned during the visit. (See Lesson plan – Appendix 8)


· Conclusion (169)

In conclusion, taking pupils on educational visits to a variety of venues and sites is beneficial for both foundation phase and key stage 2. Throughout the entire visit pupils will have the opportunity to engage fully with all the task and with the exciting new environment surrounding them they will be drawn in to any immersive activity you use. The use of the beach as an educational visit allows the pupils to take what they have learned in the classroom around their termly theme and during the visit to the castle and implement it when conducting their activities. The beach allows the pupils to become more in touch with their natural surroundings and give teachers the chance to step back and allow the pupils to guide their own learning. The wide-open space of the beach as well as the rocky terrain of the rock pools allows the pupils to develop their cognitive functions in their early years, using their own creative minds to navigate the un even surfaces safely.
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