Notable social and cultural anthropologists

Historical/Foundational Figures:
1. Ruth Benedict (1887-1948):
A prominent figure in American anthropology, known for her work on cultural relativism and the concept of cultural patterns. 
2. Franz Boas (1858-1942):
A foundational figure in American anthropology, known for his work on cultural relativism and his influence on many American anthropologists. 
3. E.E. Evans-Pritchard (1902-1973):
British social anthropologist who studied religion and the social structures of various African societies.
4. Mary Douglas (1921-2017):
British social anthropologist known for her work on symbolic anthropology, purity, and pollution. 
5. Clifford Geertz (1926-2006):
A highly influential figure in anthropological theory, known for his emphasis on interpretive anthropology and cultural meaning. 
6. Max Gluckman (1911-1975):
Influential in social anthropology and conflict studies. Creator of “The Manchester School” of anthropological theorising.
7. Edmund Leach (1910-1989):
Prominent British social anthropologist, known for his critical adaptation of Claude Lévi-Strauss's structuralist principles
8. Claude Lévi-Strauss (1904-2009):
Arguably the most important anthropologist of the 20th century , known for applying structural linguistics to anthropological studies. 
9. Bronisław Malinowski (1884-1942):
Polish anthropologist known for pioneering fieldwork in Oceania, participatory observation, and developing functionalism as well as the ethnographic method. 
10. Marcel Mauss (18-72-1950):
French sociologist whos work on gift-giving and reciprocity is foundational to understanding economic and social systems.
11. Margaret Mead (1901-1978):
A prominent figure in mid-20th century American anthropology, known for her work on cultural relativism and her studies of adolescence. 
12. Zora Neale Hurston (1891-1960):
African American anthropologist who studied the folklore and culture of African Americans in the South.
13. Alfred Radcliffe-Brown (1872-1955):
A key figure in the development of British social anthropology, emphasizing structural-functionalism. 
14. Marshall Sahlins (1935-2021): 
American known for his wide-ranging work on economic and political anthropology, social theory and the history of social thought.
15. Victor Turner (1920-1983):
British anthropologist known for his work on ritual, symbols, and social drama. 

Contemporary Figures
1. Lila Abu-Lughod (b. 1952):
American Palestinian anthropologist known for her work on Bedouin women and critiques of feminism and colonialism.
2. Arjun Appadurai (b. 1949):
Indian anthropologist best known for work on modernity, globalization and material culture.
3. Talal Asad (b. 1932):
British-Pakistani anthropologist known for his work on secularism, religion, and modernity
4. James Clifford (b. 1945):
Known for critiques of traditional ethnographic writing and contributions to post-structuralist anthropology.
5. Veena Das (b. 1945):
Indian anthropologist known for anthropology of violence, social suffering, and the state.
6. Paul Farmer (1959-2022):
Medical Doctor and anthropologist known for his work in medical anthropology, global health, social justice and the impact of colonialism and capitalism on health. 
7. Didier Fassin (b.1955):
French anthropologist and physician best known for work on aid, development and humanitarianism
8. David Graeber (1961-2020): 
American economic anthropologist often called the “Anarchist Anthropologist”, he is often regarded as one of the greatest social theorists of the 21st century
9. Christopher Hann (b. 1953):
British anthropologist known for his work on post-socialist societies, particularly in Eastern Europe
10. Ulf Hannerz (b. 1942):
Swedish anthropologist known for his work on globalization, multiculturalism, and the concept of "global culture"
11. Signe Howell (1943-2025):
Norwegian anthropologist known for her work on the social organization of human societies, including kinships, politics, and gender.
12. Thomas Hylland Eriksen (1962-2024):
Norwegian anthropologist, his research in complex societies ranged from identity politics to new information technology and local responses to global crises
13. Tim Ingold (b. 1948):
A diverse and influential contemporary British anthropologist, his work ranges from environmental anthropology through perception to art and the material world.
14. Michael D. Jackson (b. 1940):
New Zealand anthropologist considered the founder of existential anthropology.
15. Harriet Ngubane (nee Sibisi, b. 1929):
Zulu anthropologist who focused on the changing sociopolitical landscape of South Africa in the context of apartheid. 
16. Aiwa Ong (b. 1950): 
Malaysian anthropologist whose critiques of Neoliberalism and migration have been influential in demonstrating the implications of privatization and capitalism.
17. Joel Robbins (b. 1961): 
American who is an important voice in the anthropology of Christianity/religion, morality, cultural change, and the anthropology of good
18. Nancy Scheper-Hughes (b. 1944): 
Known for her work on death, motherhood, and globalization.
19. Marilyn Strathern (b. 1941): 
Best known for her work in the anthropology of kinship and gender, one of the most influential British anthropologists of the late 20th/early 21st century.
20. Anna Tsing (b. 1952): 
Chinese-American anthropologist probably most famous for her work on post-humanism and inter-species anthropology. 

