Sara Hough (SJIE4003)

Choose one Specific Learning difficulty (SpLD) and Discuss its Impact on Learning and Achievement for Children and young people in Schools
In a world of diversity, it is important to remember that each individual learns differently. With this in mind, we must remember that specific learning needs will be highly impacted by the way we teach. The intake of knowledge depends highly on our levels of intelligence and ability to learn. We learn differently due to a variety of reasons. Pupils respond in different ways to particular learning approaches. Some learners respond better to auditory instructions, some may only process information by reading it for themselves whilst others need to learn through doing or experiencing what they are learning. Professionals are required to assess the individual needs of each student including students with Specific Learning difficulties in order to provide them with recourses to meet their Learning needs.
A child who has a specific learning need (SpLN) is not a child with Learning Difficulties. This means that under the umbrella of SpLN, a child would have a condition such as Dyslexia, Dyspraxia, Attention Deficit hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), Asperger’s Syndrome or Dyscalculia. On the other hand, a child a child with Learning Difficulties is usually low ability rather than having a medical condition. 
This assignment will discuss the impact on learning and achievement for children with Dyslexia.
Dyslexia is a Specific Learning Need which affects the ability of the learner to read, spell and process the information that is being read by the individual. Much like most learning difficulties, Dyslexia can effect the person mildly, or severely. According to Perfetti (1985) the learner should have an average IQ but have a reading level of two years junior to their age. Also all other possible explanations such as social and emotional difficulties should be exhausted before the child may be diagnosed with Dyslexia.
Even though the government uses this as a baseline for assessments, this information has been disagreed with by OFSTED as some children with other barriers may also suffer from dyslexia. Another reason to argue this point is because disadvantaged or deprived children should not be ruled out from being dyslexic simply because of their background.
Lawrence suggests that a sufferer of dyslexia may have developed coping strategies in order to hide their mild dyslexia and because of this many professionals may not notice the condition until very late in the child’s education and sometimes nit at all. Dyslexia does not determine a child’s intelligence; a different learning strategy is adapted by the learner. If a child is not diagnosed early enough, the teacher may assume that the child is simply of low intelligence or lazy. Additionally, the child may be grouped with children with low abilities causing frustration and possible behavioural issues as a result of failure to be diagnosed. This may result in low confidence and self esteem resulting in the child becoming an unemployed or working in low skilled employment.
According to Hall (2009) there are two types of dyslexia, there are acquired and developmental. Acquired dyslexia will develop during teenage years as a result of a trauma to the brain. Developmental dyslexia is present from birth and may show signs from a very young age, usually when the child begins to talk. Most people who suffer with dyslexia have genetically inherited the condition. Chia (1996) states that there is physical evidence in the brain to show dyslexia. The area of the brain which processes language show clear differences of those who do not have the condition. Thus, resulting in interfered communications between the brain connections. Providing that dyslexia is recognised, many learners who suffer the condition may develop into highly successful adults with highly skilled and good careers.
In order for the child to become successful, it is critical that the diagnosis is made at an early age. An early diagnosis depends on the ability of the adults connected to the children to be able to recognise the signs of dyslexia. Adults such as Teachers, Learning Support Assistants and parents may assist with a diagnosis. Research proves that issues delayed language in early childhood can lead to a delay in developing literacy skills. (UWTSD handout). The learnin g milestones in early childhood are reached at different ages. However according to the British Dyslexic Association many signs of dyslexia may be shown such as 
· Low attention span.
· Delayed speech development 
· Struggles remembering friends or teachers’ names.
· Consistently has difficulty dressing themselves.
· Struggles to follow basic instructions. 
· Often struggles to pick up and remember songs and nursey rhymes.
· Struggles throwing and catching a ball.
· Weak coordination that leads to often falling over.
· Has clear “good” and “bad” days.
· Mixes up words in sentences. 
· Can have difficulty with the sounds within in a word.
Many dyslexia sufferers come across a range of difficulties such as ‘letters moving around the page’ and confusion between the letters ‘b’, ‘d’ and ‘p’ which is often evident in their written work. The visual perception of words are often affected resulting in work being copied down incorrectly from the whiteboard. Information processing and organisational skills are also problematic to a child who suffers with dyslexia.
In order to complete the necessary assessments action must be taken as soon as possible. Dyslexia sufferers come across many obstacles whilst learning on often will not understand why their learning needs differ from those of their peers. Literacy skills are often delayed; however, many also suffer with delayed numeracy skills. Undeveloped literacy skills will directly affect the child understanding and performance across the curriculum for an individual with undiagnosed dyslexia. This will inevitably take a negative effect on the child’s perspective of the learning environment.

In the Achieving Dyslexia Friendly Schools pack created by The British Dyslexia Association there is a checklist to enable Teachers to recognise the signs of dyslexia. An ALENCO may create an Individual Learning Plan for a child as soon as any signs are recognised by the Teachers or Learning Support Assistants. A diagnosis of dyslexia is a complex procedure and many factors should be considered. Many different assessments are required to take place in order to reach a diagnosis. Reed (2011) insists that early screening tests must be carried out on children during their early year at school from Reception Class to Year one. By the time a child reaches year two and up until year six, the Bangor test may be carried out on the child. 
In order to reach a true diagnosis of dyslexia a certified professional such as a chartered psychologist will need to carry out in depth testing or a teacher who is qualified with a AMBDA may be able to diagnose the condition.
Following the guidance of the Bitish Dyslexia Association, the assessor is required to run a series of tests. These tests will assess the child’s cognitive ability as well as their literacy and numeracy skills. 
‘’Every teacher in every school has the responsibility for noticing a child’s problems, assessing precisely what he can and cannot do, and then providing support to help him, or seeing to that it is provided by someone else’ (Reid,2009p.29)
It is crucial to recognise the early symptoms of dyslexia in order to put strategies in place for the learner. A child with dyslexia will need constant reassurance and provided with the support to carry out their day to day tasks within the classroom to the best of their ability regardless of any disabilities. Visual aids and multi-sensory recourses will support the child with their tasks and will encourage their self esteem whilst learning. Which in turn will develop their skills to learn independently. 
Within the modern educational system, there is no reason for a learner who suffers with dyslexia to feel any different or have any barriers which will negatively affect their learning. In aiding a dyslexic child, a school is equipped to encourage independent learning and is able to keep the child within its social group without being singled out as a child with Specific Learning Difficulties. Teaching Assistants are vital to learners with Specific Learning Difficulties and Specific Learning Needs. Teaching assistants are able to encourage independent learning to a child who may experience any difficulties and is able to create a more personal relationship with the child. 
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