
Case Study 4: Tomas (Age 15) 

Contextual Safeguarding, Community Risk and Professional Boundaries 

Tomas is a 15-year-old student whose attendance has dropped significantly. Teachers 
report that Tomas has been seen spending time with older peers outside school hours 
and arriving late with unexplained injuries. Tomas denies any problems at home and 
insists he is “just helping friends”. 

A youth worker familiar with Tomas’s area raises concerns about local criminal 
exploitation and peer-on-peer pressure. Tomas’s parents believe school staff are 
unfairly targeting him and refuse consent for further involvement. 

Different professionals involved disagree on whether the risks are parental, contextual, 
or criminal. Information sharing is complicated, and ethical questions arise about 
overriding parental wishes. 

 


