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Assessment Two: Modern Bibliographic Exercise

Hall, Catherine Civilising Subjects: Metropole and Colony in the English Imagination 1830-1867, (Oxford: Polity, 2002).
The book’s central themes are the connection between nation and empire, the emergence of ‘otherness’ in relation to non-white subjects and the interplay between empire and the family.
Hall adopts a cultural approach by comparing the responses to slave emancipation by two distinct groups of British people between 1830-1867. Firstly, she charts the experiences of British missionaries in Jamaica, who during the aftermath of slavery attempted and failed to transform its inhabitants into an idealised version of a British citizen. Hall then contrasts Jamaica with the population of Birmingham where at the time, abolitionist fervour was widespread. By the 1860s though, as Hall notes the notion of ‘otherness’ in relation to non-white individuals was firmly established in Britain coupled with the perception that they were inferior to the ‘manly’ citizens of Britain. 
Hall has carried out extensive research for this book and historians have praised the way in which she has incorporated social, political and ideological concepts into her arguments. This is a comprehensive and original account of imperialism, though at 556 pages it is probably best appreciated by those with an interest in nineteenth century missionary culture.
[bookmark: _Hlk152228269]Hall, Catherine, Macaulay and Son: Architects of Imperial Britain (Yale: Yale University Press, 2012).
Almost always absent from the history of illustrious men is the emotional and psychological elements of their lives. So argues Hall in this publication in which she explores the lives and writing of Zacharay Macaulay and his son Thomas Babbington Macaulay.  Hall employs an innovative, revisionist approach to the analysis of imperial Britain by examining it through the lens of the home, the family and letters. She illustrates the full range of attitudes relating to British imperialism in the nineteenth century by situating both men on a continuum of attitudes. At one end, Zacharay, concerned about ‘rapacious colonisers’, campaigned with the likes of William Wilberforce and Thomas Clarkson, for the abolition of slavery. At the other, Thomas also a passionate opponent of slavery, was nevertheless persuaded of the inferiority of Africans and Indians believing that their ‘otherness’ needed to be eradicated. Despite both men being convinced of their duty to improve the lot of colonial subjects, Thomas believed strongly that progress could only ever be achieved if every part of the empire was anglicised. 
Historians have welcomed Hall’s revisionist approach and her flawless presentation of facts, in enabling her readers to better understand both imperial British and imperial history. The book is a useful reference for both students and academics alike.
[bookmark: _Hlk152228294]Hall, Catherine, Doing reparatory history: bringing ‘race’ and slavery home, Race and Class, 60. 1 (2018), 3-21.
The 1990s witnessed growing calls for reparative justice in an attempt to right the wrongs of slavery. In her article, Hallo outlines her own tentative attempts at reparatory history in the 1980s when she began to question how the impact of race was largely absent from academic research. Hall calls for a reparative history of race which focuses on a reconsideration of how racism originated and developed and how it permeates societal structures and systems today. In practice Hall argues, this would necessitate a change in mindset amongst academics and a ‘decentring’ of white, heterosexual and European characteristics as the accepted category of the mainstream human. For Hall, reparatory history must be more than singling out transgressors and pursuing retribution though, it needs, she argues to include histories of the enslaved. This article is an insightful contribution to the ongoing debate around slave trade reparation and highlights the need for further investigation into Atlantic slavery and its modern-day legacy.					
[bookmark: _Hlk152228323]Hall, Catherine and Kevin McClelland, eds, Race, Nation and Empire: making histories 1750 to the present, (Manchester: University Press, 2010).
The publication is based on a series of essays by some of the most distinguished contemporary historians, originally presented as part of the research fellowship programme University College London between 2006-2008. Hall and McClelland argue that there has historically been a widespread denial of issues of race in discussions of colonialism and empire. The authors attempt to remedy this omission by concentrating on three main issues. Starting with nineteenth century history writing, there is an exploration of the Whig tradition and the emergence of liberalism. The second is concerned with the twentieth century when race and empire had become mainstream topics in historical discussion. Finally, the book examines the interplay between race and empire and the writing of British and imperial history in a contemporary setting. 
Hall’s meticulous cross-referencing, carefully chosen case-studies and range of colonial locations have been commended by her fellow historians. She has achieved the stated aim of helping ‘to re-shape historical agendas’ (p.9). Although widely acclaimed by academics, several of the contributions assume a comprehensive knowledge of imperial history and may not appeal to all readers.
[bookmark: _Hlk152228345]Hall, Catherine, Legacies of British slave-ownership: colonial slavery and the formation of Victorian Britain, (Cambridge: University Press 2014).
As a principal researcher involved with the ‘Legacies of British Slave ownership project’, Hall and her colleagues focus on the slave owners rather than abolitionists who have usually been the subject of research. Compensation to British slave-owners following the abolition of slavery in 1833, necessitated the submission of by British slave-owners and mortgagees of the accounts of their slave holdings. It was this data that revealed the previously undocumented benefits of slavery and it’s legacy and influence on British society. 
Further documentary evidence revealed the contributions that slave owners made to philanthropic causes, the support provided to hospitals and schools for the urban poor and multiple other good causes. This of course chimes with Hall’s description of Edward Long a plantation owner, a ‘loving family man’ who nevertheless could disregard the suffering and degradation of his workers. The creation of ‘otherness’, the distinction between white and black was argues Hall not natural, but was created and contributed to the work of ‘making race’. Commended by one historian as being one of the most significant historical research projects of the century, the book has the potential to inform related projects in other countries long associated with slavery.
[bookmark: _Hlk152228403]Hall, Catherine, ed, Cultures of Empire: (Manchester: University Press, 2,000).
Catherine Hall provides an extensive introduction to this book in which she discusses the history of empire while setting the stage for an examination of post-colonial discourse.  She also helpfully provides definitions of the themes covered in the volume and outlines the framework of the text. Adopting an inter-disciplinary approach, the publication contains a collection of articles by prominent historians, literary critics and anthropologists on the subject of British colonialism during the nineteen and twentieth centuries. Often neglected in favour of an emphasis on the use of economic and physical power, Hall reminds the reader that colonialism was also responsible for the domination of one culture over another. 
A thread linking all the articles is the recurring theme of the categories of ‘us’ and ‘them’. As Kathleen Wilson’s article illustrates, colonialism produced subjects who were ‘savages’ or who were ‘almost like Englishmen’ yet still not fulfilling the necessary criteria of ‘Britishness’. 
Hall adopts feminist theory to consider the cultural impact of colonialisation on other cultures and highlights the contradictions of colonialism during the height of empire. which should appeal to undergraduates and academics alike. In spite of warm reviews for this volume, reviewers have criticised several of the articles claiming that they arrive at conclusions based on a limited range of evidence. Additionally, it is noted that the absence of contributions by geographers is surprising given the geographical nature of empire and cultures.
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