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In order to analyse the rise of the Black Lives Matter movement also known as (BLM) in response to the killing of George Floyd it is imperative to understand when the movement began and what they stand for as it establishes a baseline for the actions of the group. The Black Lives Matter website states that as of July 2021, the organisation had celebrated 8 years since its inception back in 2013. The website states that the movement began firstly as a hashtag on a Twitter post in response to the death of a man named Trayvon Martin, and the acquittal of his murder. The website leads us to believe that the death of this man had been the final nail in the coffin that a community of black minorities needed to instigate change.  Since the inception of the organisation, it has grown into one of the foremost leading organisations fighting for justice and equality for black minorities as well as trans and LGBTQ+ individuals. 
Their rise in both power and popularity is most likely a result of their actions both politically in the justice systems globally as well as the response of a small number of individuals in response to injustice towards these minorities.
Before analysing the response of the movement post-death of George Floyd it is important to analyse what the movement has achieved so far. According to a website by name of Dosomething.com the BLM movement has made some very impactful changes during its rise to a global status. The three main areas of change that are listed are categorised under Police reform, racist relics, and education. 
As a result of the BLM movement, there has been an implementation of Breonna’s law within selected states in the UK. This was brought to fruition following the death of Breonna Taylor an African – American woman who was shot in her home in Kentucky. The US Congress states that Breonna’s law prohibits the following use of what is known as no-knock warrants which allows law enforcement to enter a building without stating their authority and purpose. This was due to the nature of her death and the BLM movement as stated on their website is still campaigning for the officers responsible to answer for their actions. The movement’s involvement in the implementation of a new law in the US is a milestone for the organisation as it shows the world that the BLM movement can cause change on a political level.
From a more environmental and mental well-being standpoint, the organisation has also achieved the removal of racist relics from areas within the US. Due to the protests of members of the BLM movement particularly after the deaths of both George Floyd and Breonna Taylor several monuments or racist relics have been removed in the US. From an article written by the Atlantic a US publisher a statue of a Confederate General was removed in Virginia in 2020 following the death of George Floyd this is just one of the many responses that will be covered specifically for the death of George Floyd. The removal of these relics shows the world what the organisation and what ethnic minority groups and organisations can achieve. A united effort from the organisation and all of its supporters have created political change and has made a difference in the fight for justice for black people across the world. 
And finally, the third key area of change the organisation has achieved according to the Dosomething website is education. Creating positive changes in the lives of young people to ensure that their lives are impacted only positively during their time in education. The website claims that school districts within the US are updating and implementing changes in the curriculum to ensure a more inclusive education and specifically students within these cities demanded to be educated on their history and culture and young black students. Their calls have been answered however only within a select few cities in the country. 

Some of these changes had taken place prior to the death of George Floyd however these same changes discussed happened as a direct result of his death. 

The death of George Floyd – 2020 
The death of George Floyd was possibly one of the most covered events around the Globe, due to the nature of his death via a police officer in the states and the uprising of the BLM movements and people around the world his death was known to all and the events that followed. George Floyd was killed on the 25th of May and within 2 days according to the NY times protests began within cities and states across the US. The protests seem to have begun in Minneapolis with reports of police officers using tear gas to disburse of protestors. The sorrow and cry’s for help from not only the black communities but what seemed to be almost everyone around the world was defending as people demanded justice for what had occurred that day. With the death of George Floyd, the BLM movement had risen in support and popularity, to analyse the rise of the BLM movement in response to the death of George Floyd it is imperative to also analyse key data and statistics which indicate the support the organisation is receiving. The Pew research centre have conducted an analysis on the level of support that the BLM movement has accumulated and the difference in which group of people are supporting the organisation as well as analysing the percentage of people who are continuing to support the movement post death of Georg Floyd. Upon reviewing the data, I can identify that under the parameters of their research that the BLM organisation as a whole has in fact lost a percentage of people who still declare their support to the group. The research centre has categorised the different levels of support into those who somewhat support BLM movement and those who strongly support the cause, in both cases the percentage of people recorded in a survey after the death of George Floyd is higher than a more recent survey nationwide.  The key statistics are that as previously recorded 67% of US Americans declared some form of support towards the movement that number has decreased to 55%. This tells us that even though the majority of US adults still support BLM there is still a 12% decrease in the number of supporters. This can be caused by several factors such as the events that had taken place after the death of George Floyd which of course would be the riots and protests that occurred.  Alongside the statistic of those who declared they support the BLM movement in some form is a statistic for those who declared strong support toward the equal rights group. According to the research centre the percentage of those who strongly support the movement accounted for 38% and just three months later that number had dropped to 29%. 
These statistics if we are to listen to them show a pattern of less support toward the organisation only a few short months after the death of Georg Floyd. Even with the diminishing support being declared the BLM movement were still hard at work campaigning for justice for what happened to George. Calling for the officers responsible to face criminal charges. 

The BLM movements response to the death of George Floyd. 
The death of George Floyd brought together communities, countries, and people from around the world. CBS news had written that his death and with the support of the BLM had sparked one of the biggest protests for racial injustice in the United States since the Civil war. His death had led to nationwide protests where reportedly hundreds of thousands of people took to the streets of the US in protest. We have already analysed this response to his death however it is also important to evaluate what these protests had achieved analysing both its positive impacts as well as the negative impacts that may be one of the leading causes for the decrease in declared support for the organisation. As for the positives that have occurred since the tragedy the United States department of justice had released information on the verdict in the matter of former Minneapolis police officer Derek Chauvin, the officer responsible for the death of George Floyd. His actions of depriving Mr Floyd of his constitutional rights and the use of excess force led to the riots and protests that the world had seen throughout 2020. The US justice department tells us that Mr Chauvin will be facing over 250 months of prison which is more than 20 years. 

With one of the biggest racial injustice protests commencing in 2020 taking place in the US it is important to analyse the behaviour of those involved in the protests. From the Austin American statesmen website, they claim that both the US justice system and the FBI have not released a comment on the total environmental and property damage caused from the protests, however the website claims that soul blame of the BLM movement is difficult to pin. This evidence on the behavioural manor of the protestors can be supported by the armed conflict location and event project (ACLED) a non-profit organisation from the US created to investigate and analyse key data surrounding US crisis events. They have also released their findings of the protests from 2020 in response to George Floyds death. They have claimed that the majority of protests carried out by the Black lives’ mater movement have been peaceful protests (around 94%) claiming that they do not involve destruction of property or violence. This evidence can be used to directly show a pattern of peaceful behaviour from the group’s supporters, the ACLED’s findings for 2020 in a PDF file shows that BLM demonstrations and gatherings had reached a level of around 6000 and the US police and law enforcement had to intervene in over 50% of these gatherings compared to a much lower 34% for right wing demonstrations. With statistics such as these there is a clear pattern of behaviour from the law enforcement toward the BLM organisation even though 94% of their gatherings have been peaceful and violence free. however, with the death of George Floyd and with the protests that followed which spanned across multiple states and cities this peaceful behaviour had seemed to disappear. This comes from the Austin American website which claims that over 700 law enforcement officers were injured during the protests. 
As the protests had only occurred in recent years it is difficult to fully understand the economic and environmental impacts of the BLM protests due to the reach that the movement had accumulated spanning across the globe, alongside that it is difficult to pin all of the impacts solely on the BLM movement as there are protests occurring around the world for a number of different issues, however that being said after analysing the pattern of behaviour from BLM demonstrations as well as what the BLM movement has achieved and the response from the organisation to the deaths of not only George Floyd but also Breonna Taylor and many others, the research I have gathered shows a pattern of a hardworking peaceful organisation that fights for racial justice and equality and this I based purely off of the research and evidence I have gathered. There have been findings that prove that what the BLM movement does is in fact making a difference in the lives of people across the world. There has been evidence gathered that the BLM movement has made positive political changes in the changes of US law to protect people from being involved in situations when their civil rights may be infringed on. And on the other hand, there is also evidence that I was unable to confirm that the BLM movement as a result of their protests have led to hundreds of law enforcement officers being injured, as well as causing an unknown number of property and environmental damage. Without being able to interview the people who had also taken part in the survey to determine the BLM supporters we are also unable to understand the reasoning behind the drop in support declared for the organisation since the death of George Floyd, however that being the negative side of the protests and the demonstrations such as the violence and the damages caused may be a crucial factor in ones decision to declare support for an organisation.
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