Historicising Texts : Reading Medieval Texts	CSEN4006

This module introduces three of the major genres of the literature of the later Middle Ages – romance, satire, and drama. The texts are drawn from representative works by the twelfth-century writers Chrétien de Troyes and Marie de France, and from literature written in England in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, when there was a great flourishing in literary activity. This includes ‘The Pardoner’s Prologue and Tale’, from Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales, Sir Thomas Malory’s version of the romance of the ‘Knight of the Cart’ from Le Morte D’Arthur, and a mystery play. The module serves as an introduction to medieval literature, and more broadly to aspects of medieval English and European culture, as these different types of writing are explored for ways in which they represent human emotions such as love and desire, how they construct and critique views of authority (moral, religious, literary), class, fellowship, romance, marriage, adultery, court and society, how they debate issues of justice, personal obligation, loyalty and trust, how they explore the subtleties of irony and confession, and how they interrogate the ideals and inner contradictions of chivalry. There is also the opportunity of the encounter with narrative technique, narration, story, and text, to reflect upon and theorize narrative. The module will also examine the question of the relevance of biographical knowledge about the author to critical interpretation and the issues that arise from an apparent discrepancy between the values and ethics promoted in a narrative and those of the author, narrator or storyteller. The texts will be read in modern English translation (particularly where the original is not in English), or in Middle English, in which case students will be provided with marginal glosses to explain unusual words and usages or recommended editions that provide help with the language. The module provides a foundation for students going on to study the compulsory module, ‘Medieval Narratives’, and other medieval option modules in Part II English, and for those taking the Single Honours and Joint Honours degree courses in Medieval Studies, as well as other degree programmes.


Recommended Editions

Romance:

The Lais of Marie de France: ‘Guigemar’, ‘Equitan’, ‘Le Fresne’, ‘Laüstic’. Modern English translations from the original Old French are found in:  The Lais of Marie de France, translated by Glyn S. Burgess and Keith Busby, 2nd edition (Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1999; repr. 2003), ISBN 0-140-44759-8

Chrétien de Troyes, Yvain: the knight with the lion. Text supplied.

Thomas Malory, ‘The Knight of the Cart’, from Le Morte Darthur.  Text supplied. 

Satire:

Geoffrey Chaucer, The Pardoner's Prologue and Tale.  For this, students are recommended to use the edition in The Riverside Chaucer, ed. by Larry D. Benson (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1988; frequently reprinted), pp. 193–202, ISBN 0-19-282109-1. If you require a translation into modern English, use The Canterbury Tales, trans. David Wright, World’s Classics (Oxford: OUP, 1986; frequently reprinted), ISBN 0-19-281597-0
	            Other editions of the text are supplied.

Drama: 

The Second Shepherds' Play.  Text supplied



Secondary Reading (arranged by literary text)


Marie de France, Lais

Editions

Paula Clifford, Marie de France: Lais (London: Grant and Cutler, 1982). 841.13 CLI

Robert Hanning and Joan Ferrante, eds and trans, The Lais of Marie de France (Durham, North Carolina, 1982). This contains a useful introduction to verse translations of the lais. 841.13

Critical and Historical Studies

Leslie C. Brook, ‘Guigemar and the White Hind’, Medium Aevum, 56 (1987), 94-101. PER 809

Glyn S. Burgess, The Lais of Marie de France: Text and Context (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 1987). 841.13 BUR

Mary Carruthers, The Book of Memory, 2nd edn, fully revised and updated (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2008). 153.120902 CAR

Chantal A. Maréchal, ed., In Quest of Marie de France: A Twelfth-Century Poet (Lampeter: Edwin Mellen Press, 1992). 841.13 IN

Emanuel J. Mickel, ‘A Reconsideration of the Lais of Marie de France’, Speculum, 46 (1971), 39-65

Jerry Root, ‘Courtly Love and the Representation of Women in the Lais of Marie de France and the Coutumes de Beauvaisis of Philippe de Beaumanoir’, Rocky Mountain Review of Language and Literature (2003)

T.A. Shippey, ‘Breton Lais and Modern Fantasies’, in Studies in Medieval Romances, ed. by Derek Brewer (Cambridge: D.S. Brewer, 1988), pp. 69-91. 821.1 STU

John Stevens, Medieval Romance: Themes and Approaches (London: Hutchinson, 1973). The Index gives references to discussion of some of the lais. 809.9401 STE

Logan E. Whalen, Marie de France and the Poetics of Memory (Washington DC: Catholic University of America Press, 2008). 841.13 WHA



Chrétien de Troyes, Yvain (The Knight with the Lion)

Editions

Chrétien de Troyes, The Knight with the Lion or Yvain (Le Chevalier au lion), ed. and trans. William 
W. Kibler (New York; London: Garland, 1985). 841.14

Chrétien de Troyes, Yvain; or, The Knight with the Lion, trans. by Ruth Harwood Cline (Athens, GA: University of Georgia Press, 1975). 841.14

Criticism

Julian Harris, ‘The Rôle of the Lion in Chrétien de Troyes, Yvain’, PMLA, 64 (1949)

Tony Hunt, Chrétien de Troyes, Yvain, Critical Guides to French Texts (London: Grant & Cutler, 1986). 841.14 HUN 

Douglas Kelly, ed., The Romances of Chrétien de Troyes: A Symposium (Lexington, KY: French forum, 1985). 841.14 ROM

Norris J. Lacy and Joan Tasker Grimbert, eds, A Companion to Chrétien de Troyes (Woodbridge: Boydell & Brewer, 2005). 841.14 COM

Evelyn Mullally, ‘The Artist at Work: Narrative Technique in Chrétien de Troyes’, Transactions of the American Philosophical Society, n.s. 78.4 (1988)

Helen C.R. Laurie, Two Studies in Chrétien de Troyes (Genève: Librairie Droz S.A., 1972). 841.14 LAU

Roger Sherman Loomis, Arthurian Tradition and Chrétien de Troyes (New York: Columbia University Press, 1949; & repr. New York: Octagon Books, 1982). 841.14 LOO

Peter S. Noble, Love and Marriage in Chrétien de Troyes (Cardiff: University of Wales Press, 1982). 841.14 NOB

Z.P. Zaddy, Chrétien Studies: Problems of Form and Meaning in ‘Erec’, ‘Yvain’, Cligés’, and the Charrete’ (Glasgow: University of Glasgow Press, 1973). 841.14 ZAD



Sir Thomas Malory, ‘The Knight of the Cart’, in Le Morte D’Arthur

Editions

The Works of Sir Thomas Malory, ed. Eugène Vinaver, 3 vols, 3rd edn revised by P.J.C. Field (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1990). 823.2 MAL
This is the major scholarly edition, primarily based on the Winchester Manuscript. There is a one-volume student version: Malory: Works, 2nd edn (London and Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1971). 823.2 MAL

Sir Thomas Malory, Le Morte Darthur: The Winchester Manuscript, ed. and abridged with an Introduction and Notes by Helen Cooper (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1998)

Sir Thomas Malory, Le Morte D’Arthur, ed. Janet Cowen with an Introduction by John Lawlor, Penguin English Library (London: Penguin, 1969; repr. in Penguin Classics, 1986; repr. with further reading, 2004).	823.2 MAL. This is a modern-spelling edition of Caxton, with a useful introduction and foot-of-page glossing.

Biography

The main biography of Sir Thomas Malory of Newbold Revel is:
P.J.C. Field, The Life and Times of Sir Thomas Malory, Arthurian studies, 29 (Cambridge: D.S. Brewer, 1993).	823.2 MAL

Gweneth Whitteridge, ‘The Identity of Sir Thomas Malory, Knight-Prisoner’, Review of English Studies, 24 (1973), 257-65. PER 820.5

Historical, Critical and Source Studies

Larry D. Benson, Malory’s Morte Darthur (Cambridge, Mass.; London: Harvard University Press, 1976).	823.2 MAL

Karen Cherewatuk, Marriage, Adultery and Inheritance in Malory’s ‘Morte Darthur’ (Woodbridge: Boydell & Brewer, 2006). 823.2 MAL

R.M. Luminasky, ‘Sir Thomas Malory Le Morte Darthur, 1947-1987: Author, Title, Text’, Speculum, 62 (1987), 878-97. PER 940.1

Charles Moorman, ‘Courtly Love in Malory’, ELH, 27 (1960), 163-76

Felicity Riddy, Sir Thomas Malory, Medieval and Renaissance authors, v. 9 (Leiden: E.J. Brill, 1987). 823.2 MAL

Elizabeth T. Pochoda, Arthurian Propaganda: Le Morte Darthur as an Historical Ideal of Life (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1971). 823.2 MAL

Toshiyuki Takamiya and Derek Brewer, eds, Aspects of Malory (Cambridge: Brewer, 1981). 823.2 MAL

J.A.W. Bennett, ed., Essays on Malory (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1963). 823.2 MAL

R.M. Lumiansky, ed., Malory’s Originality: A Critical Study of ‘Le Morte Darthur’ (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins, 1964)	. 823.2 MAL

Mark Lambert, Malory: Style and Vision in ‘Le Morte Darthur’ (New Haven and London: Yale University Press, 1975)	. 823.2 MAL

Tim William Machan, English in the Middle Ages (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2003). 427.02 MAC

Terence McCarthy, An Introduction to Malory (1988; repr. under this title, as vol. 20 in the Arthurian studies series, Woodbridge; Rochester, NY: D.S. Brewer, 1991). 823.2 MAC

Ralph Norris, Malory’s Library: The Sources of the ‘Morte Darthur’ (Woodbridge: Boydell & Brewer, 2008).	823.2 MAL



Geoffrey Chaucer, ‘The Pardoner’s Prologue and Tale’, in The Canterbury Tales

Critical and Source Studies

Piero Boitani and Jill Mann, eds, The Cambridge Chaucer Companion (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1986). 821.17 CAM

W.F. Bryan and Germaine Dempster, eds, Sources and Analogues of Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales (Atlantic Highlands, NJ: Humanities Press, 1958). 821.17 BRY

Robert M. Correale and Mary Hamel, eds, Sources and Analogues of Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales, 2 vols (Cambridge: D.S. Brewer, 2002-2005). 821.17 SOU

Helen Cooper, The Canterbury Tales, Oxford Guides to Chaucer (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1989). 821.17 COO. 2nd edn (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1996). 821.17 COO

Dewey R. Faulkner, ed., Twentieth Century Interpretations of the Pardoner’s Tale (Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall, 1973). 821.17 FAU

Jill Mann, Chaucer and Medieval Estates Satire: The Literature of Social Classes and the General Prologue to The Canterbury Tales (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1973). 821.17 MAN

A.J. Minnis, ‘Chaucer’s Pardoner and the “Office of Preacher”’, in Intellectuals and Writers in Fourteenth-Century Europe, ed. by P. Boitani and A. Torti (Tübingen and Cambridge: Brewer, 1986), pp. 88-119. 809.9401 INT



The Second Shepherds' Play


Historical and Critical Studies

David M. Bevington, Medieval Drama (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1975). 822.1 BEV

Hardin Craig, English Religious Drama of the Middle Ages (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1955). 822.1 CRA

Clifford Davidson, C.J. Gianakaris, John H. Stroupe, The Drama of the Middle Ages: Comparative and Critical Essays, AMS Studies in the Middle Ages, 4 (New York: AMS Press, c. 1982). 808.2

Neville Denny, Medieval Drama, Stratford-upon-Avon studies, 16 (London: Edward Arnold: 1973). 821.1 MED

Peter Happé, Medieval English Drama: A Casebook (London: Macmillan, 1984). 822.1 MED

Peter Happé, English Drama before Shakespeare, Longman Literature in English series (London; New York: Longman, 1999). 822.09 HAP

Pamela M. King, The York Mystery Cycle and the Worship of the City (Woodbridge: Boydell & Brewer, 2006). 822.1 KIN

Jerome Taylor and Alan H. Nelson, Medieval English Drama: Essays Critical and Contextual (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1972). 822.1 TAY
5

