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Language and Literacy in the Digital Age
This assignment is based upon storytelling within the early years, how it can benefit early years children with their language and literacy, both traditionally and digitally. To begin, stories are the way in which human beings communicate meaning and construct an understanding of the world (Bruner 1996), cited in Oaktrust Home (2011). Everything you communicate about as you grow is based upon stories, whether it be fact or fiction. This suggests storytelling within the early years holds benefits such as promoting language development, building vocabulary, and the use of questions, it will often spark imagination and creativity too, developing meaning and understanding of the world around them. In settings storytelling is an activity that has been carried out for a long time, however, it is now complete in new ways, for example, digitally, through things such as audiobooks, videos of stories, e-books. Both traditional and digital Storytime were demonstrated in the videos produced to go alongside this analysis.
According to The National Literacy Trust (2017) literacy is ability to read, write, speak and listen in a way that allows effective communication and allows children to gain confidence is the world round them. Having good literacy is very important as it allows children to grow into informed adults, who are able to communicate well with others and have the ability to be independent, without good literacy there will be barriers to growing up, passing exams, learning to drive, getting a job. Learning to read is a complex process that is complete through the use of different skills and tasks. However, one way an infant will discover how to read is through being read to, and repeating sounds, babbling spoken words, developing understanding of stories and pictures as they grow older and imagining their own stories, filling the gaps where they may be unsure of the words. This is backed up by Sparks, S and Schwartz, S (2019). 
Children listening to both traditional and digital stories help to promote their listening skills and their understanding should grow alongside this. When children look at writing within a book, they are building knowledge of what letters and words look like and this will be the start of their pre-writing journey. Different sounds from both stories for example, ‘swishy, swashy and Grrr’ help to engage children and convey meaning of the story, build relationships with the characters and allows them to differentiate people from animals, forests from storms and so on. Emphasis on the main character which stood out in the digital Storytime will help to build connection and spark imagination. The practitioners costume and the props used acted as symbolic representation providing a physical link to the story as children learn through their surroundings and sensory experiences, according to Piaget and Montessori. (Aubrey and Riley, 2019). 
The practitioner also provided activities at the end of the recordings to extend children’s learning, they were literacy based such as sequencing and role play, this was because children learn best through having fun and being hands on. (Bates, 2019 & Aubrey and Riley 2019) 
Language is the understanding and use of communication, conventionally, this would be speech, however, it is now understood that language can be spoken words, signs, symbols, pictures (pointing, exchanging, referencing) and actions. According to Lodge, (2020) communication is a key life skill. Which suggests every individual needs a method to use throughout their life to ensure their needs are met. According to Aubrey and Riley (2019), Vygotsky said that speech development is an individual thing, that is increased by social interaction. This is because children can reflect on their behaviours and what they have experienced, and when they do this, they have an external monologue, (they talk to themselves). Which others can then get involved with, forming conversations and more opportunities for speech. This would suggest Storytime is the perfect time to begin this process as children remain engaged, listen, learn and take new things in, talk to adults (more knowledgeable others) about the story and what they have discovered. 
Language allows expression, understanding, teaching and is something that begins developing prior to birth, according to the University of Kansas (2017) Language development begins whilst a baby is in the womb listening to the sounds they can hear. It is then complete by the baby when it is born through them making sounds, babbling and copying words as they grow and discover the power of communication. 
Both recordings feature child friendly language and the use of questions stood out too, helping children build their vocabulary and the stories used were heavily focussed on adjectives which would build their descriptive language. Bandura cited by Aubrey and Riley, 2019, state that children learn through their surroundings and reciprocal interaction, so conversations and asking and answering questions, whether that be with their peers or practitioners. A way in which the recordings could have been strengthened and increase language and oracy skills would’ve been to include rhyme to increase participation and engage more children, rhyme is an excellent way of boosting language skills according to Froebel (Froebel Trust, 2022) and Neaum, S, 2012.
Pie Corbett promoted language development through his story times, example can be found at this link; https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=av1ZyVH2Qpw. He ensured that children joined in with the story and the actions, and it became catchy as they are repetitive, which would promote speech development in a fun way. (What is talk for writing?2020) Within the traditional story recording, repetition and active participation was used, in order to boost oracy skills however, to improve the literacy skills, actions may be helpful alongside the story to increase children picking up the story. Froebel states that children learn best through participation. (The Froebel trust, 2022 & Aubrey and Riley, 2019)
Story telling sessions help children build bonds with adults, view models of families, social situations, join in with funny, silly scenarios and gain a sense of humour, the list of opportunities are endless. It then can be a building block for children to use their language to communicate with adults and build their focus which will help other aspects of their early years life. This is suggested by Bowlby within his attachment theory (Aubrey and Riley, 2019), alongside Nal'ibali, P. (2016).
Digital literacy is now one of the three essential skills in Wales according to the Barrett, P. (2015) It is an essential skill that individuals must be competent in when entering a workplace, and it is known that the younger the brain the more adaptable and accepting it is to new knowledge and building of skill. Digital literacy is the term used for being competent in using technology to convey meaning to others, find out new information and make evaluations. It is a complex meaning for young children but is a key skill that they must gain in order to live in the current times as the world is everchanging and becoming more technological. Within the early years digital literacy can be gained through the listening to stories through e-books, videos, audiobooks, devices such as ‘tonies boxes,’ it can be expanded through completing reflection of stories work on iPads, interactive whiteboards. Children can talk into ‘talking tins’ interactive voice recording boxes, they can tell stories, develop understanding of how to make sounds, words and this can develop and extend throughout their schooling. Children using cameras is another use of digital literacy, if they are asked to photograph certain items, they will develop competence in photography, following instruction and film. (Twinkl, 2022)
Children can develop these skills as they grow through the early years and into foundation phase key stage two. Digital literacy is a skill children in this day and age require, as digital competency is a necessary skill in the world nowadays and allowing children to develop this skill in the early years is both fun and successful. The Donaldson report (2015) explains that now in the 21st century digital literacy and competency is as important as numeracy and literacy competency. Donaldson, G. (2015) To keep up with the change in the times it is fundamental to the learning process and needs as much recognition as practitioners teaching literacy and numeracy and is therefore now cross curricular and a priority of the new welsh curriculum 2022, within their six areas of learning. (Welsh Government, 2020) Whereas Ferarri, 2012, cited by ANJAIAH, D.M. (2016), has concerns that too much ICT within children’s early years and school life can have a negative impact on their development and can especially take time away from socialisation and suggests it is not as important as it really is. According to Bowlby, Children require positive relationships from their care givers and practitioners in order to thrive and have their needs met. Technology could prevent this for many reasons, such as parents not talking to their children, not reading them bedtime stories as they are tied up themselves on technology, or children may prefer to play games or watch videos on technology rather than spend time with their parents and listen to a bedtime story. (Brandt et al., 2017)
Within the recording provided, the digital Storytime featured an e-book, shown to children using an interactive board, which conveys meaning to children that there is more than one way to read a story. Exposing children to words and pictures and develop a meaning and awareness for letters and words, on a physically big scale without them realising. It helps to get them reading as it unconventionally familiarises children with stories. Another way of increasing digital literacy using Storytime is through the software reading eggs, which is an interactive game that introduces sounds, letters, stories and games to children from the age of three. It can be found at this link- https://readingeggs.co.uk/bing/branded/?msclkid=d9b6295166b911e855424a0cedd5dacb. 
Maria Montessori suggested that children have an innate interest to learn and discover, and she stated that all children need to be able to do this is a suitable environment, with plenty of choice. This would indicate that leaving children books out and the adults surrounding that are able to read to them is ideal. It will spark their inquisitee and they will typically want to find out what happens, they can then deepen their knowledge by exploring their surroundings further and relating it back to the story. (Aubrey and Riley, 2019) Children discover new things when being read to, such as new words, animals, sounds, places and they will do this through help of an adult. This ties into Vygotsky’s theory, that children learn through social interaction and even more so when there is a more knowledgeable other, which would be the professional but can be other children at a setting that know more about a certain topic than another. (Bates, 2019) Within the videos provided the storyteller was the more knowledgeable other and was answering any questions children has and was also on hand to fill any gaps in children’s knowledge and be there to reinforce their own understandings of the story and the situation within the story. An example of this would be when the storyteller reminded children that there was a dog in the story ‘were going on a bear hunt’ this ensures that all children are aware that it was a dog and not another four-legged animal, like a cat or a pony. Piaget suggested that children learn through schemas, which means that when a baby is born it has no knowledge of the world until they are taught and told what things are. So in this case if a child had only ever seen farm animals such as a horse, then they may not know that there are lots of other animals that fit the same sort of description, therefore the more knowledgeable other is able to explain that the animal in the story is actually a dog, and that is different, which then teaches children about differentiation and they are introduced to more and more things and their knowledge will grow without them realising and they will be building more and more schemas in a fun, child friendly engaging way. This is backed up by both Pritchard, A (2010), Bates, B (2019) and also Aubrey and Riley (2019).
Storytelling helps to build oracy skills as it can spur conversations, within both recordings the practitioner asked open ended questions like ‘would you like to go on a bear hunt? Do you help your mum and dad?’ giving children the opportunities to reflect on their experiences and consider their feelings and then answer practitioners questions or talk amongst themselves. This connects literacy and language skills as it ensures understanding and meaning alongside the ability to communicate. The practitioner could have used British Sign Language as an alternative method of communication within these stories too.
To conclude, it is clear that storytelling is a helpful way to promote language, literacy and in recent years digital literacy skills and development for early years children. It is a clever and engaging way to allow children to learn these skills, as it is fun and imaginative. The examples provided show techniques such as repetition, an enthusiastic, characterised practitioner, and the stories used were carefully selected to engage and suit a specific group of children each time. 
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