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The process of planning and organising the initial Child Protection Conference for the scenario was beneficial to future professional development in the field of safeguarding children.  The process began with a decision on which suitable professional roles the individuals within the group would research.  I chose the role of the Health Visitor.  I believed there was not enough depth to the scenario.  Therefore, we discussed this as a group and decided to elaborate on the scenario to provide us with a wider range of legislation and policy to use as evidence to support the discussion.

My experience of research was beneficial to my personal development as a professional in the field of safeguarding.  I gained a deeper understanding of current legislation in regards to safeguarding, I also found that legislation is easy to access.  I also gained an understanding of how legislation is often developed or advanced after a failure to safeguard has occurred.  Such as, the Laming Report (2003 cited in Laming, 2003), which was written after the murder of Victoria Climbie.  The twelve opportunities lost in safeguarding her led to the development of the Laming Report (2003 cited in Laming, 2003) which included 58 recommendations.  This led to the development of the Children Act (2004 cited in Her Majesty's Government 2004).

Progressions, such as, the Disclosure and Barring Service were developed after the murder of Holly Wells and Jessica Chapman and the development of the Bichard Inquiry Report (2004 cited in Bichard, 2004).  The DBS replaced the Criminal Records Bureau that had detrimental gaps in the vetting system.  Individuals were able to lie on their registration forms about information, such as, their names or past addresses.  The DBS was developed to close these gaps, through more thorough, frequent, and regular checks, making it more difficult for criminals to obtain a certificate.  The DBS continually monitor individual’s information so that if any concerning information appears on the system the employer is informed (Her Majesty’s Government, no date).

Through research, I gained knowledge in the development of the Children Act (1989 cited in Her Majesty’s Government, 1989), which occurred due to the murder of Jasmine Backford in 1984; the legislation became law in 1991.  The child’s voice and welfare is now recognised as central and paramount, the Children Act (1989 cited in Her Majesty’s Government, 1989), these factors are also recognised under Article 12 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989 cited in UNICEF, 1989).  The Children Act 1989 also led to safeguarding policies being introduced into settings.

Undertaking research has deepened my knowledge of safeguarding legislation, policy and procedure relevant to Wales and the local area.  Mid and West Wales Safeguarding Board’s (2016) objectives are:

To protect children within Mid & West Wales who are experiencing, or are at risk of abuse, neglect or other kinds of harm, and to prevent children within its area from becoming at risk of abuse, neglect or other kinds of harm.
			(Mid and West Wales Safeguarding Board, 2016).

The Welsh Assembly Government were the first to establish the independent post of the Children's Commissioner for Wales; the champion of children’s rights in Wales and with the power to review policies and the delivery of services for children and young people.  The Children’s Commissioner for Wales considers everything affecting children and young people, based on their views and opinions.  Peter Clarke was the first to be appointed as Children’s Commissioner for Wales in 2001.  He carried out a substantial amount of work during his first two years in office, such as, the development of the Clywch Examination and the publication of "Telling Concerns"; a review of children’s advocacy, complaints and whistle-blowing (Welsh Assembly Government, 2004).

The process of planning the initial Child Protection Conference emphasised the importance of multi-agency working in safeguarding children.  It proved difficult to contact some members of the group.  The standard and consistency of communication of some of the members was often poor during the planning process, making it extremely difficult for us to ensure that concerns and recommendations we were going to discuss at the conference were cohesive.  This deepened my understanding of the need of strong lines of communication when safeguarding children.  According to Article 25 of the Children Act (2004, cited in), it is our duty to share our concerns and communicate and co-operate when safeguarding children.  Effective safeguarding of children can only be achieved when there is regular and consistent communication across multi-agencies (Salmon and Rapport, 2009; Watson et al., 2002).

The mock initial child protection conference furthered my knowledge of multi-disciplinary working when safeguarding children.  The roles of professionals from different organisations were researched for the discussion.  Through attending lectures, researching and reading the All Wales Child Protection Procedures (2008, cited in) I learnt that multi-disciplinary working is the most effective way of safeguarding children.  I gained knowledge in the multi-faceted approach; it is more effective than using one single strategy.  A multi-faceted approach incorporates a variety of strategies, for example, meetings and communication networks.  Therefore, it is more successful in facilitating effective multi-disciplinary working (Doyle, 2008; Moran et al., 2007).

Researching the role of the Health Visitor, enabled me to recognise how this particular health professional is valuable in safeguarding children.  Health Visitors are one of the only professionals who regularly see babies, very young children and their families, and in particular at the home.  Therefore, the health visitor normally has more opportunity than any other professional to observe babies, very young children and their families.   All Wales Child Protection Procedures (2008 cited in Welsh Assembly Government, 2008) outline the responsibility of all professionals involved with children to be alert to indicators of abuse and neglect.  By observing children and their families either at the home or at the health visitors work setting, the Health Visitor is conforming to this requirement (National Health Service, no date; National Health Service, 2017;  Safeguarding Children Service on Behalf of the Wales Safeguarding Children Network, 2014).

The gained understanding of the Health Visitors role, supported and extended my knowledge of observing.  It has also improved my skill and competency in this area and will support me in applying my knowledge of observing through practice by being alert to indicators of abuse and/or neglect.  According to Dudley Safeguarding Children Board (2017) all practitioners and professionals involved in the care of children have a responsibility in safeguarding.  Early years childcare practitioners and health visitors see children more often than other professionals involved in safeguarding.  Therefore, they are in a unique position to observe any changes in appearance and behaviour. 

I believe that I depicted the role of the Health Visitor accurately during the discussion.  NHS (no date) and National Careers Service (2017) explain that Health Visitors work with families of children from birth to five years.  The Health Visitor has a vital role in ensuring that children have the best start in life.  The Health Visitor works in partnership with parents by assessing the family and home situation and environment, parenting skills and the development needs of young children.  When concerns arise the Health Visitor may liaise with the family and offer them further support and inform them of free services, and arrange to meet with them in their own home, at the clinic or at the community setting.  The content of the discussion in regards to this role covered all of the aspects mentioned.

As part of the assignment I felt it would be valuable to the discussion to research the other professional roles participating in the mock Initial Child Protection Conference.  I considered the role of the Child Protection Officer, according to Thorby (2017) the responsibilities of the setting’s Child Protection Officer include acting as the first point of contact for any child protection issues, acting upon any reported concerns, implementing and promoting policy and procedure and promoting best safeguarding practice.  During extensive research it proved difficult to find the role of the Police Child Protection Officer.  However, according to West Yorkshire Police (2017) police officers involved in child protection matters focus on the investigation of criminal offences, unlike Social Services, Key Workers and Health Professionals, whose main focus is the pastoral needs of children and their families.  Knowing that I could not find any information on the role of a Police Child Protection Officer myself, it may explain why the content of the discussion involving that role did not at times make sense.  It would have been beneficial to research professional roles before deciding on which ones to use for the discussion.

Having researched the role of the Social Worker in Child Protection matters, I believe that during the discussion the role was portrayed accurately.  According to Children’s Social Work Matters (2017) and Graduates Prospects Ltd. (2015) Social Workers have many responsibilities, they responds to new referrals from professionals and members of the public.  Evidence of this within the discussion includes the referral from the key worker.  Another responsibility of the Social Worker is to protect children from harm by investigating allegations of physical, sexual and emotional abuse, and neglect.  This responsibility was conformed to during the discussion as the Social Worker had chaired the Initial Child Protection Conference and was asking us about our concerns in order to investigate the allegations of neglect and emotional abuse.

When studying current legislation I acquired valuable knowledge in data protection relating to safeguarding children.   The Children Act (2004 cited in Owen and Hughes, 2009) places a duty on the professionals within multi-agencies to ensure that there are clear guidelines in place regarding the sharing of information that involves children.  These guidelines must conform to Data Protection Act (1998 cited in Her Majesty’s Government, 1998) regulations.  I will use this knowledge in future practice when recording and sharing any information regarding children.

Through conducting research in the area of child protection and drawing on my own experiences, I have become aware that I had not previously acquired the knowledge or skill necessary to effectively follow Child Protection Procedures.  The guidance notes for safeguarding children and vulnerable adults in Hampshire Learning (2017) state that an allegation of child abuse or neglect may lead to a criminal investigation.  Therefore, practitioners must not say anything to jeopardise a police investigation, such as, attempting to investigate allegations through asking leading questions.  I was not aware of this best practice.  Therefore, I have contacted my manager and requested I attend a Child Protection training course in January.  Child Protection training will further my knowledge so that I can identify signs of abuse and follow procedures correctly to protect not only the children at the setting but also to protect myself.

Extensive research supported me in referencing current legislation to support my concerns and recommendations within the discussion.  It also helped me to understand the importance of children’s rights when safeguarding, and that many legislative documents link together.  I gained valuable knowledge on the rights of children through researching the Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure (2011 cited in Her Majesty’s Government, 2011) that incorporates the UNCRC (1989, cited in UNICEF, 1992) into its domestic law.  This means that when dealing with child protection matters all professionals involved must consider children’s rights.

Undertaking research extended my knowledge of the UNCRC 1989.  According to Article 3 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989 cited in UNICEF 1992) the best interests of the child must be the priority in all decisions and actions made to safeguard children.  Services should be offered to the families of children to provide the support they need so that their rights are protected under Article 18 of the UNCRC (1989 cited in UNICEF, 1992).  According to The Human Rights Act (1998 cited in National Health Service, 1998) and article 16 of the UNCRC (1989 cited in UNICEF, 1992) the right for privacy must be respected, and professionals must not engage in any unnecessary surveillance or intrusion into anyone’s lives that is not a necessity in safeguarding children.
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