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E.N. DAVIS

MARIA SHAW: [ would like to point out that the use of
white for correcting is not encountered in Minoan
frescoes. Secondly, you point out that the Ayia Triada
painting is the one case where the Madonna lily was
rendered in red. It is now generally agreed that Ayia
Triada was not a palace, and Mark Cameron drew a
distinction between palatial and town decoration at
Knossos, with the latter more flexible than the formal
palatial painting. If we had more paintings from Crete
that were not palatial, would they not show the same
flexibility and freedom of style encountered on Thera?
And would that bring the Theran characteristics you
mentioned closer to Minoan styles?

ELLEN DAVIS: I did not mean to imply that Theran
painters were individually freer at doing their task
than Minoan painters, who seem to me also to have
had a lot of freedom to invent forms. If we had more
non-palatial paintings we would certainly be able to
make a better comparison with the paintings we have
at Thera. As to their making mistakes, I'm not sure
that in an opaque technique we could tell, unless we
take the paint off. At Kea, with the Bluebird Fresco,
there are many overlays of paint where they are
correcting things. And I would like to point out for
those who have seen the Xeste 3 frescoes in the exhibit
in the museum here, that the artist had a lot of trouble
with the girl with the blue eyes and red hair carrying
the pail: he incised all her hair and then tried to paint
the pail, and the two don’t go together. This is a very
clear mistake that the artist didn’t correct with white
paint. It’s true that we can’t necessarily detect this in
Minoan painting.

£1IRISTOS DOUMAS: | am particularly pleased with
your paper because, after the study of the pottery,
architecture, and other artefacts, now the study of
frescoes proves what I suggested in the previous
Congress: the independence of Thera.

ELIZABETH SCHOFIELD: I should like to stress the
very white colour of the Theran pottery clay, and
suggest that this was instrumental in the people of
Akrotiri developing this wonderful independent pot-
tery style, involving white ground and a good deal
of reserve technique; and that possibly this led the,
wall-painters to see the advantages of this, where-
as on Kea, which has a dark-coloured clay, they did
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not, as far as we can see, ever develop a particularly
individual painted pottery style. Thera, which is in
many ways the most Minoanized of the islands, has
this particularly individual pottery style, and frescoes,
whereas Kea, which is in many ways the least Minoa-
nized of the islands, adapts Minoan pottery styles
much more and does not develop an individual style, I
wonder whether all of this is not reflected in frescoes?
WOLF-DIETRICH NIEMEIER: I have an answer to
Christos Doumas. Stylistic independence does not
mean political independence. Professor Davis talked
only about the style, not about the iconography. In
the iconography, we can recognize some dependence
on Minoan Crete.

SINCLAIR HOOD: | think one should be careful to
compare like with like, also in the chronological
sense. The only frescoes which I can remember that
are of this period in Crete are those from the House of
the Frescoes and also the often forgotten fragment of
the Swallow, from the fill of the lustral basin in the
South House. If you start to compare the Thera
frescoes with the Cup-bearer and the Griffins in the
Throne Room, it’s as if, say, you were comparing the
paintings of Florence around AD 1400 with those of
Sienna around 1300, though that does exaggerate the
differences.

ELLEN DAVIS: I used those frescoes primarily because
they give you a sense of the whole wall. We do have
the undulating backgrounds, for instance, at Amnisos,
which is contemporary with Thera, and I believe that
the Procession Fresco and the Throne Room Fresco
may well be before the end of LM IB, which is not too
much later. I used what comparisons I could find
among the paintings that are truly Minoan, from
before there’s any question of a change of occupancy
at Knossos, because we have so few Minoan paintings,
especially those that give a sense of the whole. I do
not believe that the ‘Swallow painting’ from the South
House is a swallow. Although I haven’t seen the
original, the colours, apparently red wings and a
yellow body, are completely different. Although the
background is white, it’s not painted in that calligra-
phic technique with reserved areas that the Therans
use, so if I had included it among my comparisons, it
would not have affected my conclusions.




