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Documentary Assessment

Dziga Verov- Man with a Movie Camera
In 1929, Dziga Vertov made a reflexive documentary called “Man with a movie camera”, in this film we see him film people setting up the cinema, and filming the modern life in 1929, where he films modern machinery and we see the life, of soviet’s citizens living their lives in Russia. This is a good example of reflexive documentary as nothing is staged, what happens within the movie, is what’s happening to Russian civilians and their machinery. In some shots, we see a cameraman setting up a camera or holding his camera, which shows his intensions with the film. 

Louis Theroux- Weird Weekends Series 1: 1. Christianity
In 1998, we have Louis Theroux, creating reflexive documentaries, he films things as they’re happening, so he interviews people and he won’t have re-shoot as this is based on real time events. 
When watching a Louis Theroux documentary, you side with him more as the people he interviews live an unusual lifestyle, but Louis tries to see it from their perspective even if he does find it unusual.
With this documentary, it feels as if we’re going on an adventure with Louis, as we find out about information, the same time that he does. We try to find the answer that Louis is looking for, as he doesn’t know too much about the topic, so he interviews people to try and find out more information. This is quite entertaining for a viewer as it’s unusual and informative about people’s lifestyles.
With a reflexive documentary, you can only work with the information that you’re given, so people might try and hide information and not tell you the whole truth, but you could try and look for information, such as on the internet.
This documentary style can get personal/emotional as it’s based on true events, so the interviewer will have some people getting angry or upset. Even though most documentaries can get emotional, we find reflexive is filmed on the spot, and Louis speaks very honestly to people, as he’s not afraid to say what he thinks or the reaction he might get.
Louis likes to get involved with his interviewee, and likes to help them out with their job, such as knowing how to promote that certain lifestyle and how it benefits them. We get to see if the promotion has worked, for example, in Louis Theroux’s Weird Weekends Series 1:1 Christianity, in this episode, it’s about born again Christians, and in one part, Louis drives a van with multiple other cars with the sticker of, “only Christians go to heaven”, and we find out, they get two more callers by using this method. Which is interesting to see, as it’s not a very effective method and is quite humours. In another part, he plays instruments with a Christian family, promoting Christianity, but nobody stops to listen besides a homeless family which Louis thought was quite depressing. From what I found out about this, Louis wants to show the audience, how these people are helping or using their promotional efforts and what effect does it cause.  
Louis also uses narration in his documentaries, he usually uses this to give the audience more of an understanding of, why he’s going to a certain location or why he wants to talk to certain people. He also tells some rumours that has been told about certain people/places, but after the narration is done, we see him meeting the people. When he his narrating, he usually shows footage of him travelling to these different places, then before the interview, we see him walking to the front door and meeting these people. 
Towards the end of the documentary, Louis takes in all the information and sees if its converted him to change his lifestyle. It didn’t but he can understand more, why people will believe within the religion.

Max Joseph- From Dream to Reality
Max Joseph made a reflexive documentary, he films a behind the scenes of this idea he has, to create a stop motion film where, when you drive a car fast enough, you can see a animation in the middle of the road with the plaques put up, and he tries to create a story out of this.
Title Cards are used a lot within this documentary, this gives the audience a good idea of what’s about to be discussed during the film, so they’ll know what to expect. I think I’ll include this within my documentary, so the audience will know what subject I’m talking about.
Max also uses a lot of narration within his work, this helps the audience give a better understanding of his intensions within the film, but he also films himself, so he switches between the two a lot. I think I will be doing a similar thing within my documentary, as when I’d want to show examples of my work, I’ll use a narration, and If I want to show a behind the scenes, I’ll just film myself.
At the beginning of the documentary, we see Max and Casey Neistat about to experiment their stop motion, this shows that the audience will find out later, if we carry on watching, which is a way to keep the audience excited.
Within this documentary, Max talks about this as an idea that’s so unbelievable, that it would be “crazy to work”. He had the idea for years, but no company was interested to make it. Which shows he struggled to create this work, as he couldn’t get the funding for it. Later, in the documentary, we see he struggles with trying to get the images to move like a film, which tells us you might not get it right on the first time, but if you keep trying and changing things, eventually you’ll get there.
Max uses a lot of images and text, to try and get his point across, this is a good way of showing the audience what he’s thinking about without showing film, and as this film is fast paced, it’s nice to have still images so it doesn’t get too confusing. Even though he also uses film to also put his point across, he doesn’t use it too much that it doesn’t cause to many distractions. The images and text go straight to the point. It’s also quite nice how simple it looks as well.
Max includes a famous YouTuber in his documentary, which will make more people want to watch it as Casey Neistat has a big social following, but he also mentions him mainly as he gave the idea to Max, that Samsung wanted to make an advert using one of their phones. So, this gave him the idea to create the film. After this, the documentary shows how Max tries to create the idea that he came up with.
We get a quick montage of Max travelling by plane, and then he shows us his steps of how he created his film.
Max tries to explain to his audience his idea, this gives the viewer a better understanding of what he’s trying to accomplish. For example, he wanted to create his story, based on a road, so he tries to find a road that’s 2 miles long, that has a lot of stories on it and show’s images of this.
He then explains that he needs an artist to design the animation, he shows us a mini montage of his work in quick clips and then we see him. This is useful for the audience as it shows his work and who created it.
We then see Max and the artist, Carlos Ramirez, discussing their ideas, this shows the audience that they are working together, trying to come up with an idea for the story. We also see them agree with ideas, which shows that they get along very well and keeps the audiences enjoyment as its showing progress. We then see Carlos drawing some designs. I think it’s a good idea to show, so you can see how it was created, which the viewer could find it interesting.
Then we see Max attempting to create the stop motion while driving his car through a dessert with multiple images, to test the stop motion. We see this fail a few times, at first, he has the images on stands, but notices the wind keeps blowing them over. So, then he puts them on the ground, try’s different speeds and moves the images further apart until he gets it right. I thought it was interesting to see, how he shows his different versions of how things weren’t working out and how he was still determined to carry on going after so many failed attempts. I think it shows the viewer his true passion for creating his art. 
He also tries to show the viewer scientific facts about how light works with frames per second. He gives good examples of how frames per second works by showing us how they eye sees light, films and flip books, and then later says, that’s how his film was going to work. This could be interesting to a viewer as they’re learning something new, such as an eye can’t differentiate more than 24 frames per second.
Max mentions he has a setback, talking about the issues he’ll be having setting up four thousand plaques in 19 days with 30 people. Within this moment, the music has been cut off, which has been an upbeat song, being motivating and not it has suddenly gone serious. We then get a shot from Carlos saying, “He’s going through something, and it started somewhere really small, and it’s got to the point, it’s bringing him down, and it’s just a mess and nothing is clear” while drawing a picture of a devil. During this time, you think, he’s talking about Max, but I believe originally, he’s talking about the story of the animation, but luckily, it works with the two ideas.
After this, Max gets an idea from Casey, where he decides to put the plaques on the walls, and then we see the animation and story take place.  This finally shows Max’s idea from the start, and we finally get to see it at work, which is amazing to see.

In Bill Nichols “Introduction to Documentary”, he says “A reflexive documentary can contain sizable portions of observational and participatory”, I remember when I was trying to decide what documentary I wanted to do, I wasn’t quite sure as I thought these all sounded quite similar.
He also said, “The characteristics of a given mode give structure to a film but they do not dictate or determine every aspect of its organisations”, I was also quite worried of not sticking to one specific mode, so I’m glad I can use other styles.

Robert J. Flaherty- Nanook of the North
In this documentary, we are shown the lifestyles of this family of intuits, but it turns out, it was all made up by Robert J. Flaherty, and he just created a film of what people thought they did. So, this makes us question, should we believe every documentary that we watch? As we can still hide footage that we don’t want to show, and it won’t be completely truthful. Directors can also manipulate the story on how they want it to turn out, but in modern media, it’s easier to find out if someone is lying as we can do research into it and look online. 

  
Conclusion
In my idea, I plan on creating a reflexive documentary of how I got into media, so I’ll be talking about my education and what I learned in school, college and university and how I plan on using these skills in the outside world.
I found out a lot through this research, but I’m going to create something like Max Joseph, as in his documentary, he talks about how he’s created his own project, whereas Louis Theroux and A Man with a Movie Camera documentary, is about other people.
I like the idea of having narration and talking to the camera, I’m planning on narrating over my work that I plan on showing, or while I’m travelling to different locations, and then film myself when I arrive at these locations where I’ve filmed my previous work and talk about it. 
Looking at Max Joseph’s documentary, I think it’s a bit too fast paced for my type of film, so I’ll have a slower version of that, but I did like how he used imagery and text, within his film. 
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