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Critically discuss the factors which can put groups and individuals at risk of being excluded in an educational setting. Use the literature and theory to analyse whether policy translate into good/best practice
Throughout this assignment one will be critically discussing inclusion and exclusion in an educational setting. The chosen category one will be explaining throughout is the ethical background formerly presented as Gypsy Travellers and how it works in a working school practice. It will also be adapting theoretical theories and policies throughout this assignment. It will also be looking at many different learning strategies and provisions used in an educational setting adapted within my chosen ethnic category. One will also be briefly discussing the working school practice within a local Gypsy unit for just Gypsy Travellers to attend. 
Inclusive education is allowing the rights of the Child to be well educated and to be able to allow them to learn to reach their full potential (Alison Kington, 2017). However there is also a government strategy in place called ‘closing the gap’ this allows Children to have the opportunity to succeed whatever their disadvantaged background may be this is in place in England and is slowly coming into practice in Wales (Jon Andrews, 2017). 
It also allows all Children to be in a mainstream class and not be segregated due to their additional needs and ethical backgrounds within their learning environment (Somma, 2020). It is stated that ‘93 million Children worldwide live with disabilities, and that they face persistent learning barriers within education from discrimination, stigma and the routine failure of decision makers to incorporate disability in school services’ (Unicef , 2020). The Warnock report has a concept of special education needs and has adapted pupils to apply a planning provision to help inclusion (Warnock, 2008). Looking at the Dakar framework for action, it allows Children to be educated despite their vulnerable and disadvantaged background. However it also lets Children have a good quality of education via life skill programmes needed within their future to set them up and learn towards different outcomes within a learning environment (Dakar, 2000). The Dakar framework also works with UNESCO strategy which provides eradicate poverty and helps sustainable development within the education of human rights and helps strengthen leadership in education to develop vocational skills for their future (UNESCO, 2020). 
This is referred to the sustainable development guidance within the government to represent the development and the importance of a problem based interdisciplinary to an educational setting. It is fundamental that each Child can learn to develop and grow at the best of their abilities within an education setting (Equality and Human Rights Commission, 2019). The policy that most applies to this is the rights of a Child within the United Nations policy as they have seven core aims that seeks out to help every Child within their rights (Save the Children, 2020). However, some Children do not get given this opportunity due to their disabilities which can make them segregated and not included within their mainstream class (Welsh Government, 2017). This would come under the Disability Act 2010 which is formally known as the equality act of 2010 (Gov.uk, 2010). However also implementing the models of disability and referring to the medical and social model it means that each class has the right to adapt their classroom to fit in with their needs and allowing special requirements within a classroom this makes it accessible and allows the inclusiveness within a school setting (Carson, 2009). It is most important to understand the differences within both social inclusion and social exclusion. 
There are three discourses of social exclusion that was developed by Levitas, she analysed the policies of the labour government (Levitas, 2005). The first one is redistributive discourse (RED) which is prime concern for poverty. The second one being moral underclass discourse (MUD) which centres the moral and behavioural delinquency of being excluded. The third one is Social integrationist discourse (SID) and the central focus is on being paid work. 
Exclusion is a complex of multi-dimensional process by lacking in resources and not allowing them to be able to take out normal day to day activities due to the economic value which will automatically exclude one out of society (Pierson, 2010). However certain cultures and backgrounds are excluded from education because of this (Department for Education, 2012). Also, Low income families can be excluded from them not being able to afford equipment for education purposes as they are deprived and living in poverty. However despite that they also get some help via the Welsh Government for the pupil deprivation grant (Welsh Government, 2015). The theory linked to this would be Maslow’s hierarchy of needs pyramid, as without having the basics they cannot develop within education  because of the barrier of being able to afford necessities and equipment needed to learn in a working school practice (Wordpress, 2020). 
Child Poverty in Education can have a huge impact on their learning ability, by them not having food at home the impact of this allows them to come into school hungry (Gov.Wales, 2019). There is a strategy in Wales called the flying start programme, it entitles Children who are free school meal’s to allow them to have a breakfast, lunch and a snack within school from 5 days a week it is funded by the (Welsh Government, 2012). However, the Welsh Government has a programme that runs throughout holidays and summer term, it is known as SHEP (Welsh Government, 2017). It allows Children the entitlement of a healthy meal and physical activity and enrichment sessions to Children in areas of social deprivation. It is labelled as ‘food and fun’ which is used to promote clubs to Children and families within their community in vulnerable backgrounds (Estyn, 2020). 
It is most important to raise attainment within a school as it enhances their abilities to improve and nurture through education. It supports families to become better and more confident in allowing their Children to learn as it helps raises the Child’s development and achieves their holistic approach therapy in learning this would refer to (Kolb, 2014) management of learning education and development theorist (Attained., 2020).  There is also a report that raises attainment for disadvantaged backgrounds as their aim is to allow the Children to develop essential life skills that enables their preparation for the world of work when they are old enough to finish school (Education Endowment Foundation, 2017). 
Within my chosen category ‘ethnic minority’ is people living in a different culture and background to where they originate from an example of ethnic minorities are Gypsy Travellers, Irish travellers, Indian, Pakistani, and Chinese and many others. It is stated by the Welsh Government that in ‘Wales and England there is 18 ethnic groups, which are divided into five different categories which are ; white, mixed multiple groups, Asian and Asian British, Black,African,Caribbean ,Black British and other ethnic group’ (Gov.uk, 2020). Gypsy Travellers originated from the roots of India and came to Europe in the 13th century (Life Style, 2011). It is reported ‘that there are around 300,000 Travellers in the UK and they are known as one of the most disadvantaged groups (The traveller movement, 2020).The real population may be different as some members of the community do not participate in the census of national statistics (Office for National Statistics, 2011). However, there is many different travellers within the UK with different traditions which are Irish Travellers, Romany Gypsies, new Gypsies and show people. It is stated in the code of practice (Department for Education , 2015) that “Gypsy Traveller Children need to be registered quickly at a school whether residing permanently or temporarily in the area” (Welsh Assembley Government, 2008). 
Gypsy Travellers have many different values in life due to their family traditions. Gypsy Travellers have mast gatherings for weddings, birthdays, and deaths with strong ethics in religious and celebrates with a holy communal (Gypsy Traveller, 2009). Gypsy Travellers value their cleanliness and tidiness within their caravan, shed or house (Welsh Assembley Government, 2008). However, within the culture the girls get married at a young age and respect the older generations in the way they have been brought up thinking that is the right thing to do. This has a barrier within learning because they tend to go off to get married and get pregnant instead of doing their education and not attending school and this can be at a very young age. The youngest traveller to be married in the UK was 16 years old but she turned 16 the day before she got married which appeared on the tv programme ‘my big fat gypsy wedding’ (Mail Online, 2012). 
Gypsy Travellers are singled out because they exclude themselves from fitting in with non-Gypsy Travellers and it then becomes a divide between them within the community. However, despite this they often attend schools for so many weeks and then they tend to have a few weeks off due to their travelling commitments within their culture and ethnic roots (Tidman, 2020) . Most Gypsy families are negative within wanting to get an education due to their culture in ‘the girls stay at home to cook and clean and the men go out and work every day’, this is seen as sexist and not fair but it is what they have grown up around following family traditions (Traveller Times, 2020). Nevertheless, most Gypsies cannot read or write, and therefore they have a negative approach within learning. This allows them to feel ashamed and embarrassed by others and would allow many factors within education. It holds a barrier up, within them getting bullied by other Children within their class and it then becomes difficult to approach them in a mainstream class. They would also be feeling embarrassed to witness this with their teacher (Smith, 2017).
Reflecting on one’s work, in the surrounding areas of Pembrokeshire. The local school is in a deprived vulnerable area which almost half the pupils are from a Gypsy Traveller background (Pembrokeshire County Council, 2020). However it is a primary school but amongst that there is a unit made for Gypsy Traveller Children only, as they didn’t get given the opportunity to go to a secondary school because of their parents views on going up to the ‘big school’. The unit works well despite it being in a mainstream primary school at secondary level. This is seen as a specialist unit and a provision in learning. They are all different ages and get taught into different age groups within the year groups. In the Gypsy Traveller unit, they all know each other and most of them are related to one another which is why their parents would rather them be excluded into a separate unit. Gypsy Travellers feel different to the rest in a mainstream school and feel like they cannot be accepted in society it is stated by a Child in a Gypsy Traveller background locally that she felt "self-conscious" in mainstream school: "Everyone thinks Gypsies are tramps, basically” (BBC Wales News, 2019). Despite this it is becoming more modern and people are accepting all kinds of backgrounds to fit in together and more Gypsy Traveller Children are going into mainstream secondary schools also it states by (BBC Wales News, 2019) that the numbers of Children attending secondary school has risen and it is 35% and in the local primary school it has gone up to 41% population of Gypsy Traveller Children. The unit is an inclusive approach to learning and it has many advantages as it allows Children to get extra help and support needed as the majority of Gypsy Travellers lack in the basic skills like reading and writing, it allows them to have different learning approaches and interventions best suited for their needs within a working school practice (Pembrokeshire County Council, 2019). The staff are encouraging all pupils and their parents to learn and setting up a positive approach within the school and some parents have started courses with adult education which is brilliant as it has a knock on effect to their Children and allows them to achieve and helps boost their confidence in school. The unit also works together with the local secondary school to enable Children from the unit to participate in doing their gcse’s. The pupils from the unit attend lessons in the local secondary school in the week through a scheduled time table this allows them to do work together in a mainstream class and be part of the school as they also have to wear the secondary school uniform, so far it has worked well and it is allowing other Gypsy Travellers to let their Child go to secondary school after year 6 instead of going to the Gyspy traveller unit. This represents that the time is moving on and being part of a mainstream class and not be singled out is accepted. It enhances their possibilities and sets them up with a much better perspective in their future, it also allows them to gain more friends and have confidence and fit in together instead of being from a different ethnic background (Pembrokeshire County Council, 2019). 
Inspecting the Welsh Government article of Gypsy Travellers, they have adapted many different strategy’s and learning provisions to help them through learning. There is a strategy to help Wales be a learner focused community and adapt an inclusive approach in education by allowing them to learn to reach their full potential which is known as ‘vision into action’ this also promotes the best practice in a school setting (Welsh Government, 2006). Another one is ‘making the connections – delivering boundaries’ this aims to create a citizen focused education service which helps Gyspy traveller Children in good provision in a working practice, however this is available in Wales, England and Scotland (National Assembly for Wales, 2007).
To conclude this assignment, I have discussed many factors and extensively how important inclusion is within a working school practice but of the Gypsy Traveller community. There should be more schools following procedures in allowing them the opportunity to learn  by following good practice of which this assignment has discussed as they have a strong ethos of everybody around and is welcome no matter what their background or culture may be. I believe most schools should adapt a school by making it an inclusive practice by adapting and understanding Gypsy Traveller customs. Society will need to understand that this ethnic group has a strong culture of morals and beliefs and that should be respected within their learning and allow provisions in place. 
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