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[bookmark: _Toc4004]INTRODUCTION  
This report aims at discussing my learning experience in the Academic Skills module through such aspects as Task 1, Task 2, and other classroom discussions. These activities have been very useful in my academic growth as they have helped in developing other key areas like writing skills, note taking, referencing and critical thinking skills. In the following passages, I will discuss these experiences in order to explain the ways in which they have enhanced my knowledge of the material and affected my development as a learner. This should create the basis upon which future improvement of the skills within the academic and the professional arena will build. 
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In the course of the Academic Skills module, many activities and tasks affected me in one way or the other. I believe that the appeasing of the first task, the academic skills quiz was one of the most memorable ones. This allowed me to use several academic tools and skills like time management and note-taking thus gaining further insight into how they can help one excel academically. I considered it to be quite difficult but fruitful, because I was forced to think about how good I am at applying these skills under the time constraint. 
Secondly, the activity that I found quite significant was the Application of Academic Skills exercise, which was Task 2 (Candy, 2019). This writing assignment was aimed at the techniques of paraphrasing, forming coherent paragraphs, and following academic requirements. This was useful in enhancing my synthesis which is a very vital aspect when writing academic papers. Furthermore, it is necessary to focus on the role of classroom discussions in developing my knowledge about the subject. The case is that I was able to share my ideas with my peers and, thus, develop a broader vision of the problem. 
These experiences were quite useful for me. By doing both of the tasks I was able to find out what I need to work on and gain confidence in my academic skills. They assisted me to understand the need to apply what I learn in real-life situations in order to improve my learning experience. 
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Analyzing the progress in the course of the Academic Skills module, it is possible to identify the achievements and the difficulties encountered. The first formative assessment entitled task 1, the academic skills quiz, helped me to assess my academic skills such as time management, note taking and referencing among others (Bean et al., 2018). I have shown my strength when it comes to certain areas such as time management and academic misconduct. But I had challenges in the area of referencing, which prevented me from getting a good score as I would have wanted. What I learned was that despite the fact that I was familiar with the concept of referencing, I was not very proficient in it. I learned that it is possible to develop certain skills to a level where the quality of work produced will be of high standard. 
As for the second task, Application of Academic Skills Exercise, it was as enjoyable as it was challenging. The rationale of the task was to paraphrase and create coherent paragraphs and the biggest issue I faced was losing some meaning when paraphrasing. But, through the process of practicing and receiving feedback, I was able to develop the skills of how to integrate knowledge. In my case, one of the accomplishments made in Task 2 was the improvement of written structure of the text in the form of clear paragraphs. This made me reflect on my academic writing style which I thought was being done rather in a haphazard manner. At the end I was able to achieve a better command in the writing style, which in turn increased my confidence in academic writing. 
These experiences have helped me in my learning process because they have something to do with the matters being taught in the module. I understood that academic skills are not only about knowledge but also about practical application of such knowledge (Cottrell, 2024). While the quiz provided me with knowledge about the theoretical part of academic writing and referencing, Task 2 practised its implementation. Both the tasks were beneficial as the second one enabled me to apply the theory I have learned. Also, I understood that the feedback is crucial to enhance the performance and their own development as a student. 
When reflecting on the module, I was able to establish both the things that I did well and things that I could do better. One strength that I possess is the ability to learn fast especially when it comes to issues such as time and reference. I also have made significant improvement in the improvement of my writing skills and my capability to produce presentation work. However, I have to focus on the way I refer my sources and enhance the efficiency of paraphrasing. I also observed that I spent inadequate time on tasks during assessments hence completing them in a sloppy manner. In the future, I intend on spending more time on the areas that I performed poorly in, in order to enhance my scores. 
Looking to my progress, I have the confidence in doing academic related tasks. At first, I was extremely stressed by the idea of academic writing; however, now, I am much more confident. As a result of the completion of this module, the skills acquired will enable me to perform well in this program and other programs (Cottrell, 2021). I have learned that in order to improve, one has to reflect, practice, and receive feedback, which is something that I will need to improve upon in the future. 
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Finally, this report gives an overview of my performance in the Academic Skills module, the advancements in my academic writing skills, time management and referencing. However, through the process, I have gained more confidence in performing the academic challenges. In fact the module has helped me in my learning process and development in so many ways. For the future, I will keep on practicing these skills and seek further feedback in the current and future academic and professional activities. 
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