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Evidence Based Policing & Applications
Introduction 
Theft has been a recurring societal problem, causing property loss, unstable economies, and social discontent. Scholars, decision-makers, and law enforcement organisations have been interested in it as a criminal conduct and are working to understand its causes, impacts, and best practices for prevention. Evidence-based policing strategies to combat Theft have been greatly influenced by classical criminology, a theoretical perspective that emphasizes the reason and free choice of individuals. This study aims to investigate how traditional criminology influences evidence-based policing when it comes to Theft as a criminal offence. The study will specifically look at the fundamental principles of classical criminology and how they apply to understand Theft, find evidence-based policing techniques influenced by classical criminology, and assess how well these strategies work in lowering theft rates. The study hopes to add to the continuing discussion about efficient crime prevention methods and shed light on how theoretical frameworks influence policing operations.
The main objective of the classical school of criminology is equality to sanction its prior crimes. According to Cesare Beccaria, punishment should be proportional to the crime committed. Overly harsh, inappropriate, and unjust punishment should be condemned and rejected (Braga et al., 2020). The introduction of legal, transparent, and equal laws for everyone regarding the severity of penalties and punishment should not only be based on committing a crime alone but also on the act itself. In other words, each crime should be subject to equal penalty, strictly bound, and clearly defined by criminal regulations. 


Apart from Cesare Beccaria, others, and scholars were less cruel and were against punishment. Romilly called off the arbitrary imposition of disproportionate and harsh punishment. Peel fought for the necessity of rationalization and secularization of criminal law; Feuerbach advocated for the end of torture (Braga et al., 2020). Pufendorf came up with the concept of human dignity in criminal law. On the other hand, Howard advocated for prison reforms involving prisoners' hygiene and health. Most of the criminologists from Cesare Beccaria's time advocated abolishing the death penalty. Beccaria and other criminologists indicated that they were presenting the system's vulnerabilities when it came to prosecuting people. There were many disproportionate natures of the sanctions to crimes committed.  
This phenomenon can be explained through the demand for criminal law's preventive effect. Punishment may only be applicable if it serves to prevent crime, Beccaria described. Man is responsible and accessible; therefore, deterrence helps to prevent crime. One of the consequences of this principle is that secret trials have to be abolished, and court proceedings increased to discourage suspension of justice and high-end investigation. However, it compiles with the fact that some crimes are punishable by death in complying with proportionality requirements and prevention.  
Beccaria claims that criminal actions are only punishable under specific circumstances. Beccaria first stated that the punishment had to be appropriate for the crime that was committed. This implies that the harshness of the punishment must reflect the seriousness of the offence (Akers, 2019). Very harsh or overly mild punishments are ineffectual because they either fail to discourage crime or are viewed as unfair by the general public. Beccaria believed that punishment should have a practical goal, namely to deter potential criminals from committing crimes in the future.
Beccaria also emphasized the value of the rule of law and due process in the criminal justice system. He claimed that people should only be punished after going through a fair trial in which the evidence is given and assessed honestly and openly. Instead of being determined by the judge's whims or the public's emotions, the sentence should be determined by the evidence provided in court. Beccaria felt that upholding social order and preventing the abuse of authority by those in positions of power required a just and open judicial system.
Nonetheless, their various contemporary perspectives can best be used to justify the importance of Beccaria and classical criminology (rational choice, deterrence, routine activity approach) (Braga et al., 2020). So, the classical school, whose significance is consistently proved in neoclassical studies, is not only the oldest but also likely the most consistent.
 Although humans are free and responsible for their activities, the incompatibility of the assumptions that they are also susceptible to (supernatural, later societal) factors that result in their aberrant behaviour are weakened by classical theory. The reason for this inconsistency, though, is once more that Beccaria tried to intellectually defend their political and criminal demands rather than seek a cogent crime theory (Piquero & Jennings, 2021). On the one hand, it was essential to identify society as the target of illegal activity to foster understanding of the offender and, as a result, a rejection of overly severe punishments. On the other hand, emphasizing the equality and freedom of all people was crucial in highlighting the practical and enlightenment ideas that predominated at the time and establishing them in criminal law.
Classical criminology theories are ideas that help in understanding crimes and criminality in different dimensions. For instance, we identify a crime committed as planned and thought of by the criminal before executing it. Cesare Beccare indicated that crime results from a rational and free decision from the criminal. From this perspective, one can analyze the crime and criminal and determine their verdict from that angle.  
Detractors assert that police only "respond" to crime after it has already occurred, that is, after the offenders have broken the law and innocent persons have been victimized. Several police departments conduct their policing proactively to address this public view. To reduce crime and general fear of it, improve community life, and strengthen ties between the police department and the people it serves, proactive policing focuses on preventing crime before it occurs (Rosenbaum & Lurigio, 2022). Police agencies may use a range of strategies for that purpose. For instance, law enforcement may boost foot patrols in a neighbourhood so that police officers may easily and frequently engage with locals to develop a good rapport, foster dialogue, and establish trust. Police personnel may use informants, undercover investigations, and covert monitoring to lessen organized crime and drug trading. 
Evidence-based policing is the idea that police practices should be supported by data from studies showing the most effective (Sherman, 1998). It implies that the best evidence must be used to direct and assess police. There are two essential parts to evidence-based policing, each crucial. First, there must be a surge in the number of policing studies done. It has been left to academics to undertake scientifically rigorous investigations since police officers often need more skills. Crime and disorder studies are typically created by criminologists, who publish the results in scholarly journals. Most police personnel must know that the studies have been conducted and will never know the results. 
Several evidence-based policing models have been created to direct law enforcement organizations in their attempts to lower crime and improve public safety. One or more of these models is:
 
A style of evidence-based policing called "Hot Spots Policing" aims to target high-crime areas with more police presence and surveillance (Akers, 2019). Hot spot policing is based on the premise that crime is frequently concentrated in particular regions and that by focusing proactive policing efforts there, law enforcement organizations can deter crime. To identify high-crime locations and patterns of criminal conduct, this model highlights the significance of data analysis, which is done on crime data.
A style of evidence-based policing known as "problem-oriented policing" aims to find and treat the underlying issues that cause crime. Under this strategy, law enforcement agencies collaborate with community organizations and other stakeholders to identify criminal problems and devise tailored interventions. This proactive, problem-solving approach to policing is emphasised.
ILP stands for intelligence-led policing, which is an approach to evidence-based policing that entails employing data analysis and intelligence to guide policing strategies and methods. This entails gathering and evaluating the information on crime patterns, criminal behavior, and community needs to create customized solutions suited to particular crime issues.
Community policing is a style of evidence-based law enforcement that strongly emphasizes fostering partnerships between police enforcement organizations and the communities they serve (Piquero & Jennings, 2021). This entails talking to community members to learn about their goals and problems, then creating policing techniques that cater to these requirements. To create long-term solutions to crime problems, community policing also entails collaboration with local groups and other stakeholders.
These evidence-based policing methods have the common objective of using empirical study and scientific proof to inform law enforcement strategies and tactics. Law enforcement organizations can increase their efficacy, efficiency, and accountability by adopting a data-driven approach to policing, and they can work to advance public safety and wellbeing.
Translating research results in accessible and simple-to-understand formats for working police officers are the second element of evidence-based policing. This is more complicated than it first appears because academic timeframes and objectives are very dissimilar from law enforcement. A police chief dealing with a the specific issue in their area might need to be made aware of or care about peer review and will require correct information as quickly as feasible to deal with the problem. 
With few or limited resources, law enforcement sees no benefit in pursuing an ineffective crime control strategy. In the past, most local politicians have avoided discussing police budget cuts and layoffs of officers (Akers, 2019). Nonetheless, the recession's severe effects on cities and rising police staff expenses have led to a more realistic political perception of the affordability of policing. 
The requirement to strike a balance between public safety, community service needs, funding constraints and taxpayer expectations can be met practically through evidence-based policing. It combines the ideas of community policing and solving problems with the science of preventing crime and disturbance (Piquero & Jennings, 2021). It enables communities to concentrate on meaningful, attainable public safety results without going over their budgets. It is possible to implement evidence-based policing without increasing the number of police personnel, upsetting police organizations or upsetting the community. Also, it can help police agencies increase their credibility among the various groups they serve. Evidence-based policing in Solving Theft 

Strengths and weaknesses of Classical Criminology and Evidence-based policing 
The focus on the rationality of human conduct in classical criminology are one of its advantages. This method assumes that people can make logically sound decisions and offers a framework for comprehending why some people engage in illegal activity. In classical criminology, the significance of punishment as a deterrent to criminal behaviour is also emphasized . The criminal justice system can dissuade potential offenders from committing crimes by enforcing punishments that are more severe than any potential rewards.
Thinkers strived for social reform in punishment and believed in the principle of no crime without law, pushing for specific criteria for criminal acts, one of its strengths. Evidence-based policing's emphasis on data and scientific study to guide decisions about policing methods and techniques is one of its advantages (Braga et al., 2020). Law enforcement organisations can better understand the nature of crime in their communities and create more successful plans for preventing and responding to crime by evaluating crime data and employing evidence-based tactics. 
Evidence-based policing has the drawback of being challenging to put into practice. Although using statistics and research to guide policing choices is intriguing, gathering and analyzing the data required to make educated decisions can be difficult. However, certain law enforcement organizations could need more resources or knowledge to implement evidence-based strategies. 
In conclusion, a lot of criminology study has been centred on the illegal act of Theft. Traditional criminology has influenced how law enforcement tackles theft prevention and enforcement, which emphasizes deterrence through punishment. Police can utilize evidence-based policing techniques to lower the prevalence of Theft by comprehending the rational thought process that causes people to steal. 
Empirical research is used to inform the methods and tactics of law enforcement in evidence-based policing. According to research, a mix of environmental and situational prevention strategies can successfully lower theft rates. For instance, making security guards and cameras visible can discourage thieves. Making high-value targets harder to come by and making Theft more difficult can make it less alluring. 
Law enforcement can more effectively target their resources to prevent Theft and lessen its effects on society by employing classical criminology to guide evidence-based policing practices. Law enforcement may also ensure that their efforts are successful and efficient and that they are giving their communities the best service possible by using data and research to inform their strategy. Using stealing as criminal conduct to guide evidence-based policing lowers crime, increases public safety, and improves everyone's quality of life.









Reference 

Akers, R. L. (2019). Criminological Theories: Introduction, Evaluation, and Application. Routledge.
Braga, A. A., Weisburd, D. L., & Turchan, B. (2020). Focused Deterrence Strategies and Crime Control: An Updated Systematic Review and Meta-Analysis of the Empirical Evidence. Criminology & Public Policy, 19(1), 171-212.
Piquero, A. R., & Jennings, W. G. (2021). The Classical School and Contemporary Criminology: Revisiting the Origins of Criminological Theory. Oxford University Press.
Rosenbaum, D. P., & Lurigio, A. J. (2022). Evidence-Based Policing: From Theory to Practice. Routledge.
 

