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[bookmark: _Toc142332539][bookmark: _Toc142332540]Definition of a Constitution 
A state's constitution serves as its governing document.  It defines the rules by which the state operates at its most basic level.  It specifies the connection between the state's primary institutions (such as the executive, legislature, and judiciary) and explains their respective roles.  It establishes the limitations of government and the rights and responsibilities of its people (Pitkin, 1987). The laws of the majority of nations may be found in a single document called the constitution. Constitutions that are codified are more difficult to change than common law since they include basic, superior law. Changing the Constitution usually requires a vote of two-thirds or more of the electorate, or a referendum.
Principles of UK’s Constitution
Unlike many other nations, the United Kingdom does not have a written constitution. Instead, its foundation is a patchwork of legislation, judicial rulings, and long-standing customs. The constitutional structure of the United Kingdom is based on a number of fundamental principles, which are given.
Parliamentary Sovereignty: According to this principle, Parliament is the highest authority for establishing laws and has unrestricted power to write new legislation as well as amend existing statutes (Gordon, 2016).
Rule of Law: The principle that everyone should be subject to the law and that it should be administered in a consistent and fair manner is known as the rule of law. Additionally, it implies that the government itself is required to conduct its activities within the confines imposed by the laws.
Constitutional Monarchy: The United Kingdom is a constitutional monarchy, which means that the monarch serves only in a ceremonial capacity as the head of state, while elected members in Parliament have the real political authority.
Separation of Powers: In order to keep checks and balances in place, there is a separation of powers between the legislative (Parliament), executive (government), and judicial (courts) branches, even if this separation is not as strict as it is in some other systems.
Common Law Tradition: Instead of depending entirely on written legislation, the legal system in the United Kingdom is based on common law, which means that legal concepts are drawn from previous court judgements.
Devolution: Devolution has been an increasingly significant component of the constitutional framework of the United Kingdom in recent decades. Under this framework, regional authorities in Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland have been granted varied degrees of legislative authority.
Protection of Human Rights: Although human rights were not properly established in one text until 1998 with the Human Rights Act, the United Kingdom has ratified a number of international treaties to defend human rights (Jowell & Oliver, 2007). The Human Rights Act was the only law in the UK that explicitly codified protection for human rights until 1998.
There are five principles according to Joseph Raz which are given.
1. Procedures should be followed while drafting new laws.
2. To put it another way, the law should control behavior going forward and not encompass activity that occurred before it was enacted.
3. The norms of the law should be transparent, universal, and unambiguous.
4. The judicial system has to be apart from politics.
5. In order to safeguard legal rights and ensure compliance with the law, access to the judicial system is essential.
[bookmark: _Toc142332541]Separation of Powers Theory
In the United Kingdom, the legislative (Parliament), executive (government), and judicial branches make up the three parts of government that make up the separation of powers principle. Each arm of government has clear tasks and roles, though they may not be as strictly divided as in some other nations.
Legislative Branch: Laws must be approved by Parliament. The House of Commons and the House of Lords are its two chambers. Parliamentarians discuss policy, introduce bills, investigate government acts, and ultimately enact legislation on behalf of their constituents.
Executive Branch: The executive branch of government is responsible for carrying out the nation's laws and policies (Waldron, 2013). The Prime Minister heads the government and is assisted by a cabinet of ministers who each handle a certain portfolio, such the Treasury or Foreign Affairs. Ministers are required to account for their departments' actions before Parliament.
Judicial Branch: When deciding whether or not an activity complies with legal principles, the law is interpreted and applied by the courts impartially. Justice is administered without fear of control from outside parties, and without intervention from the government.
Conventions like parliamentary sovereignty may cause some overlap in responsibilities between the arms of government, but they also act as balances on each other's authority. The legislature oversees the executive via question periods, legislative discussions, and budgetary approvals. Legislative actions and executive decisions are checked for constitutionality by the court to ensure they are within bounds. Legislation is shaped by the executive branch, which may propose measures to Parliament for approval.
[bookmark: _Toc142332542]Government, Parliament and Judiciary
There are three separate branches of government in the United Kingdom: the government, the parliament, and the judiciary.
Government: The British government is in charge of enforcing the law, directing the country's affairs, and making important policy choices. The Prime Minister chairs the Cabinet, which includes representatives for Finance, Foreign Affairs, and Health, among others. The government drafts bills, or proposed pieces of law, and submits them to Parliament for consideration and possible adoption.
Parliament: The legislative authority in the United Kingdom rests with Parliament, which consists of the House of Commons and the House of Lords. The House of Commons is made up of representatives chosen to represent certain districts, whereas the House of Lords is made up of nobles who were either appointed or had inherited titles.
Judiciary: The British judiciary is in charge of implementing the law and determining its meaning. Its major function is to guarantee that people are treated fairly, conflicts are settled in an unbiased manner, and the law is enforced (Delaney, 2013). The British judicial system or structure and the role of the Supreme Court are two important aspects. Various courts and tribunals with varying degrees of power and jurisdiction make up the United Kingdom's legal system. In 2009, the Supreme Court of the United Kingdom replaced the Appellate Committee of the House of Lords as the highest court in the country.
[bookmark: _Toc142332543]Constitutional Reform Act 2005
An essential aspect of British law is the 2005 Constitutional Reform Act. It was passed to alter the judicial structure of the nation significantly from its original constitution. The establishment of a new Supreme Court for the United Kingdom was a central component of this legislation (Hazell, 2015). The House of Lords was the highest court in the kingdom until the Supreme Court was established. To further isolate the legislative and judicial branches, the Constitutional Reform Act created a distinct Supreme Court. This legislation also established a new Judicial Appointments Commission (JAC), which is an important shift. The purpose of this commission is to guarantee that judges are appointed fairly and openly by choosing applicants for judicial positions on the basis of merit. The public's faith in the judicial system was bolstered by the Constitutional Reform Act's affirmation of concepts like judicial independence and impartiality. Measures pertaining to senior judicial appointments were also implemented, and some confusion was cleared up about their tenure.
[bookmark: _Toc142332544]Lord Chancellor and Supreme Court
The role of Lord Chancellor has been around for centuries. Historically, this position was responsible for legislative, executive, and judicial duties all at once. However, the Constitutional Reform Act of 2005 made major amendments to divide these responsibilities. The legislation made significant changes to the responsibilities of the Lord Chancellor (Tahroui and Loulou, 2023). The measure stripped them of their judicial duties and gave them to the new Supreme Court's panel of impartial justices. The separation of the judiciary from political interference was one of the goals of the reform.
Both criminal and civil cases may now be heard before the Supreme Court, making it Britain's highest court. The Constitutional Reform Act of 2005 mandated its creation, making it the new home of what was formerly known as "the Appellate Committee of the House of Lords". The Supreme Court has a President who presides over the court and eleven other justices (called Justices). It is autonomous from Parliament and may rule on matters like as devolution and human rights legislation.
[bookmark: _Toc142332545]Further Reforms that are Needed in UK
The United Kingdom's constitution has undergone substantial modifications in recent years, yet there are still arguments and discussions about whether or not further changes are necessary.
· There has been a long-standing argument over the make-up and authority of the House of Lords. In order to increase democratic legitimacy and decrease the number of appointed members, some have argued for an elected or partly elected upper house.
· One solution commonly proposed to rectify regional inequalities and empower local communities is the further devolution of powers to regions within the United Kingdom, notably in England (Rose-Ackerman, 2022).
· Proponents of proportional representation (PR) argue that it would help minor parties have more of a voice in government by more accurately reflecting voters' choices.
· Some have called for the repeal of the Human Rights Act of 1998 or its replacement with a British Bill of Rights, while others have proposed holding a formal convention or assembly to discuss constitutional issues and involve more people in the process of reshaping the country's governing structure.
[bookmark: _Toc142332546]Conclusion
The constitutional framework of the United Kingdom has been significantly altered as a result of the Constitutional Reform Act of 2005. It removed the Supreme Court from the House of Lords and bolstered judicial norms like independence and impartiality. The Lord Chancellor's duties were reorganized such that he or she would serve as a spokesperson for the judiciary in policy debates. But there are continuous debates regarding potential further adjustments that some people feel are necessary. Reforms to the electoral system, the Human Rights Act, requests for a constitutional convention or assembly, and the selection of new judges are all topics of discussion and controversy.
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