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The United Kingdom is a monarchy based on the Constitution. The king (and not the president) serves as the Head of State, with limited constitutional authority. Political neutrality is expected of the monarch as part of the protocol.
The "common law" of England and Wales is a system of law that combines statutes and judicial precedent.
The "Monarch," the House of Commons, and the House of Lords make up Parliament, which is responsible for enacting laws. Because the Prime Minister is usually an elected representative, the House of Commons is directly accountable to the people they represent. There is no legislative oversight of the judiciary, which has complete autonomy over the judicial system and case law.

What is Common Law?
Common law is refined in the courts and is based on the precedence of previous rulings. In contrast to statutes, which are essentially static acts of parliament, common law evolves over time. This is because judges have leeway in applying the law to the facts of each individual case, factoring in both precedent and common sense. The common law includes both substantive rules, like the definition of murder, and procedural rules, like rules of court procedure based on the court's inherent authority.
To put it another way, a legislation can "trump" the common law and replace it with its own version. The old common law offence of larceny served as the basis for modern theft laws such as the Theft Acts of 1968, 1978, etc., and the Murder Act of 1957, which superseded the ancient penalty for murder but not the offence itself.
However innovative or "active" a common law judge may be, they have limited ability to update an outmoded body of law that has its origins in legislation. In such a case, only Parliament has the authority to alter the legislation. The Law Commission, an institution established to examine and recommend changes to outmoded or insufficient legislation, is often the impetus for such a shift.

What is Civil Law?
From the sixth-century codification of Roman law by Justinian, the concept of "civil law" emerged in the late Roman Empire. This had a significant impact on the development of civil law on the European continent, where it replaced canon law as the dominant body of law beginning in the Middle Ages and eventually giving rise to the codified legal regimes with which we are familiar. Much of Latin America and some areas of Africa and Asia adopted civil law as a result of the colonial expansion of Europe, specifically France, Portugal, and Spain. Over 150 countries have adopted civil law as their legal system.
Contract law, tort law, company law, revenue law, intellectual property law, media and communications law, family law, and court of protection are all examples of Civil Law.

Difference between Common Law and Civil Law
In a codified system, the fundamental rules of a legal system are enshrined in a single, easily accessible text, as is the case in civil law nations. Yet, in common law jurisdictions (such as England and Wales), precedent is established through case law. Both legal systems have the potential to significantly alter the way transactions are handled in various countries. Because of this spectrum, international arbitration is increasingly used in place of litigation when dealing with issues that have a cross-border component.
The widespread adoption of English common law has resulted in a stable, coherent legal framework that is applied in countries all over the world. 
Legal counsel in common law cases are expected to take a more combative stance. Instead of the judge asking questions of witnesses and presenting evidence, it is the lawyer's job to do so. Lawyers in civil law jurisdictions play a more inquisitorial function, which is a major distinction. They argue their client's case in court using the evidence the judge has uncovered, field the judge's inquiries, and otherwise help the judge make a decision. For their clients, lawyers in civil law do not do the bulk of the necessary investigation; rather, the court does. Judging entails little more than establishing the facts of the case and applying the applicable law.
Judges in common law systems listen to all sides of an argument before reaching a decision. As an objective observer rather than the lead investigator, they analyse the details of each case. To a considerably greater extent than a judge would, lawyers in common law nations actively shape their clients' cases.
A jury is more commonly used in criminal trials than in civil trials under a codified legal system. Depending on local law, a jury may just need to reach a simple majority verdict (and by state, in some cases). In common law systems like England and Wales, juries are exclusively utilised in criminal procedures (where a sentence of 6 months or longer is at issue) and in limited civil situations (libel and slander trials are perhaps the most prominent examples). The use of jurors in both civil and criminal trials is commonplace in some jurisdictions, such as the United States. Before issuing a ruling, a judge in a civil law system will look first and foremost to the country's official legal code.
Precedent is utilised in common law to make decisions that are more uniform (and hence, more fair). When the circumstances of two cases are similar enough, and the earlier decision was rendered by a higher court, the precedent becomes binding.
Of fact, the rules for presenting evidence in court are different in common law and civil law countries. The discovery procedure and the admission of testimonies in civil law are two examples.
Since that the judge in a civil law trial also serves as the primary investigator, court-ordered expert investigations often play a significant role in civil law trials. In common law, parties typically appoint an expert witness, who is then subjected to cross-examination by counsel for both sides.
Commercial parties may be concerned that their evidence may be interpreted differently due to cultural norms or the fact that they are involved in a dispute that spans more than one civil law or common law jurisdiction. Since the parties to an arbitration agreement can establish their own rules of proof, this method is often chosen (instead of litigation) to resolve commercial issues. The parties may also agree that the arbitration shall take place in a jurisdiction (whether civil or common law) of their choosing.
The 'inquisitorial' nature of civil law and the 'adversarial' nature of common law are two broad categories that can be used to describe the distinctions between these two types of legal systems.

History  of the Common Law
The Kings Bench, the Court of Common Pleas, and the Exchequer in England created common law to ensure that higher courts' rulings would always take precedence over lower ones.
Common law is developed by judicial rulings on actual instances. For instance, if each Magistrates' Court in England and Wales was free to set and enforce its own precedent, this would lead to a dizzying array of local and regional customs, potentially rendering different jurisdictions' legal systems unrecognizably different from one another. As its name implies, the common law ensures that the law is consistent across the country. To be clear, lower courts in England and Wales must adhere to the precedent set by the House of Lords and the Court of Appeal (Criminal Division) in criminal cases.
Common law is the body of rules that judges have developed via precedent. Its origins can be traced back to the 12th-century legal reforms of King Henry II and its term, "common," comes from the fact that it was meant to be consistently administered throughout the kingdom. The idea of stare decisis, or binding precedent, holds that lower courts must follow the reasoning of precedents set by higher courts (sometimes called "courts of record").
When presented with an unusual circumstance under the common law, the English courts would sometimes go to the decisions of other commonwealth courts for insight or direction. The court may be asked to look at a case from Canada or Australia if no relevant English case law exists to use as precedent. Courts consulting one another in this way can be a boon to the common law system's ability to adapt to changing circumstances while maintaining a sense of stability.
Common law countries include the United States, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, Ireland, and India, as well as many more that were once possessions or territories of Britain. Presently, there are around 80 countries that use common law.

Examples of Common Law working in practice
New laws have sometimes been developed with the help of the common law system as an inspiration. The common law system in the United Kingdom has recognised the offence of "outraging public decency" for many years. In the last decade, law enforcement has been exploiting this centuries-old common law to pursue upskirting, a new form of intrusive behaviour. Without the victim's knowledge or consent, a "upskirter" places a camera between her legs and records a visual of her privates for her own sexual amusement, humiliation, or emotional pain.
The Voyeurism (Offences) Act, which criminalises upskirting and carries a maximum sentence of two years in prison and the potential of being added to the sex offenders register, was approved by the British Parliament in February 2019.
One contemporary application of common law is the concept of common-law marriage, which grants the same legal protections as marriage to unmarried couples who meet certain requirements.
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