
1. How do I think it went? How do I feel? My point 
2. What do other people say about what I just said. With in it, is it positive? Negative? 
3. What will I do in the future because I’ve seen/ heard what other people have said. 





Heather Hawkins – short film production prosses workbook 

Self-tape! The beginning. I did Thomas` sunrise Monologue from BBC Ghosts. (feedback) “do what you think is right” “good pauses between lines” 
“Consider in getting a bigger set up” “consider getting better lighting, no shadows” there were a lot of shadows 
Soon H001 will turn into a self-tape room so that will be grand. 

NYF 2023
“To create a successful self-tape, actors typically follow specific guidelines, including clear framing, good lighting, and crisp audio quality.”

“Read everything your given” 


Backstage (2023) says to not have that much clutter in the in the background. 


Learning the monologue went well. I used the record and listen back technique. (look for ref)  
“Record yourself speaking your lines: you can listen to them (over and over) or recite along with yourself (over and over.)” 
But when I came to the actual filming, I kept forgetting what I had to say and that got frustrating. I had to do so many takes. I think this is due to just having a camera in front of me and with having not that much experience with it. 
Acting for camera is a new experience for me.
· Frustration
· Stage fright/ camera shy  
Whenever I got in front of a camera I freeze. 
Give myself space to proper.  
We did a mock audition with Lloyd, this helped me because it gave me an insight on how these auditions are filmed. And it helped me to approve my monologue in a different light and setting for screen as opposed to the theatre. It also helped strengthen my sight readying as I struggle with it and found it to push me out of my comfort zone. It also made me consider the usage of sight lines and where to place my line of view. And this was really beneficial in the long run as it would help me when filming my short film. 
Short films we watched with Lloyd. “Control, alt, delete” stood out to me personally because of the way it was filmed. It was film as some sort of documentary and at that time in the prosses for workshopping our short film ideas and the Farm being a part of one. It gave me some sort of insight on what we could do.


 Short films we found of ourselves. Found this weird one called Speed Dating. (Very weird, was about a very sweet man who looked like he had been in a severe accordant goes speed dating. Throughout the short film he is looked down upon because of the way he looks. But towards the end he found someone who had the same sort of thing has him. So, he invited her over, `around for tea`. And then it cuts to him eating her because he turned out to be a cannibal.) This is a short film that inspired me in some aspects for both of our film pitch ideas, at the beginning. One obviously being a speed dating and the other being that the farm was made up of cannibals. 




Coming up with the ideas for the short films.  Coming up with The Farm. 

Before this module began me and one of my classmates had made up our own little characters called Phil and Bill. There were two brothers who lived on a farm, from Summerset. Not to mention they both have really strong Summerset accents. And they talked about anything and nothing with each other. Coming into this module we came up with this idea of `What if we make Bill and Phil a reality? ` The whole plot was an ongoing work in process. Being apart of the written prosses we worked shopped so many different scenarios.

The draft. 
At the beginning I was all in, but I felt like I was just agreeing to what other people were writing down. I did not feel as involved or drawn to it as much as I hoped. In some aspects I felt I was not contributing as much as I wanted to, and I heled a few ideas back. But in the second draft I felt like it was a lot for freeing to share my ideas. 
We wrote the script with the actors and characters in mind. We knew who was playing who before witting the script.

Coming into the first section and not knowing who I was going to work with was a bit of a stress. Considering I had a joint idea with someone. 

Story boarding was one of my favourite things do to in this process. Deciding what type of angles, we wanted for our short film. We wanted to go with a documentary/ mockumentary style, where we could interact with the camera, to indicate that the camera man was a character. Also making long and awkward pauses were the goal.

Character building. 
Bill. The prosses of the character. Originally bill was going to be an elderly man in his late 60s. 
For example, at the beginning we had the idea that Gill was going to be Phil’s daughter. 
But when actually came to the plot Bill is a 20 year old with a really bad temper, he scares Phil but is scared of Gill because of how much knowledge she has. Bill in a fit of rage kills his dad because he was going to put down his brothers (also best friends) favourite horse. Is as thick as nails and loves digging holes. He is a big family person.

What is a short film? A short gets more to the point. Visual stuff is key. It is nice when there is hardly any talking.




In the past when doing an in depended project the filming prosses has taking as long. But with this module I felt like it went smoothy because all of us new what we were doing, and we all learnt are lines prier to the filming days. 
We done 3 to 4 takes each scene and each take we all got notes to take on for the next take. I took on the direction that Keiron was giving me every time. By doing this I felt that I achieved it by upping my ability and strengths of playing my character. 
I think my group got on well. There were no disagreements and if there were, we were very professional about it. 
[bookmark: _Hlk160551270]What was going on in my mind? If I’m not in this scene will they ask me to do the boom because I am up for anything. 

What went wrong? The weather. This being the biggest struggles we had.
It is important to have a backup location just in case the weather dose change dramatically. When planning for the filming day we originally had the idea of filming some scene in the old barns or horse stables, but only if we could not get past the weather. The day came and the weather started out great. We were able to get the first two scenes done without it raining. But doing the finale take of the third scene it started hammering down. Unfortunately, we were not able to use any of the horse stables because the farmers were too busy using them. And the barns we would have to put in another risk assessment form. That also goes with the caravan.  So, we had to try and work with things we had a round us. 
(Bluelight films 2021) Says “First of all, spend plenty of time researching the area where you'll be shooting. Study the forecast on weather.com. This will give you a big heads up about what to expect before you even leave the house.”
Which I can say we looked at the weather everyday for 2 weeks prier to filming day and as you could probably guess it kept changing every day. Some days it was 25% chance of rain and others were saying 65%. 

The place we used to do our short film was called Ynysmaerdy Farm. We had done a lot of research of how we were getting there and what was surrounding us when we got there. (Bluelight films 2021) Also states, “If you're having to travel to the location, become as familiar as possible with the local area”
For me personally I know that earlier well as it is near my hometown, so I knew what was around us. 

[image: ]

[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]

Some information/ research
The Farm
The office 
This county 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qNl7qmKIEAs&list=LL&index=6&t 
(Valley Heart)


Slow dating
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=meOfqy09YLc 
BBC Ghost 


New York film academy. (NYF)
(2023) Tips on How to Self-tape an Audition. Available at: https://www.nyfa.edu/student-resources/7-tips-for-a-perfect-self-tape/ (accessed 1st march 2024.) 
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