Jozef Sugar 
Essay plan – People across time 


Essay Title:
Citizenship and Power in the Roman Empire: The Antithesis of Power in the Late Republic


Topic and Research Ideas
This essay aims to consider citizenship and power in the Roman Republic, particularly in the 1st century BC when the political stage was in its greatest ferment. The course will analyse the definition and contest of citizenship, with specific attention to the Social War (91–88 BCE), and examine the extension of citizenship as a crucial instrument of subjugation and inclusion within the Roman state.
The essay's second half will explore the re-enforcement of the elite Roman identity through power structures, focusing on figures such as Cicero and Julius Caesar. The project will explore the intersection of law, politics and identity—what rights and duties Roman citizens believed they had and how Rome used citizenship to integrate conquered peoples.
Key Sources
Primary Sources:
· Cicero’s Pro Archia (for rhetoric of the day on citizenship)
· For Appian’s Roman History (Book I: The Civil Wars)
· Plutarch’s Life of Marius and Life of Caesar
Secondary Sources:
· Mary Beard, SPQR: A History of Ancient Rome
· Andrew Wallace-Hadrill, Rome’s Cultural Revolution
· Fergus Millar, The Crowd in Rome in the Late Republic
· Karl-Joachim Hölkeskamp, Reconstructing the Roman Republic: An Ancient Political Culture and Modern Research
Such sources will provide the means for a critical engagement with the Roman perspective (especially of the late Republic) as well as with the scholarly interpretation of Roman citizenship and social organisation.
Key Points and Argument Direction
Background: To define citizenship and power and tell us about the political crisis of the Late Republic and why it matters to understanding Roman identity.
The Social War and Legal Change: Discuss the origins and effects of the Social War; the reasons for Roman refusal to grant citizenship; the results of such refusal; the structure of the new Roman Italy.
Citizenship as Discipline: Get information about the AOMIAWD trail levels and all other regulations that your membership helps protect you and this land from.
Roman Elite Identity and Political Power? Include a look into how Roman elites (Cicero, Caesar…) used citizenship and Roman values (Virtus, Dignitas) to further their power.
Scholarly Meanings of Republican Citizenship: Contrasting ancient definitions with modern scientific definitions, Debate over inclusion/exclusion and the civic body.
Conclusion: Summarise findings and restate the claim that citizenship in the Roman world remained a dynamic and politically contested ideal essential for the growth of Rome and Roman identity.
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