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Supporting paper relating to family B

Reason for referral





Family B was referred by the youth offending team because of issues relating to the son portraying behavioural problems. He was initially referred along with his mother. The mother has a partner who also has four children. The main focus of the referral also included rent arrears, parenting difficulties and multiple house moves.
Youth Offending Teams (YOTs) were subsequently formed and they replaced social workers within local authority social services. They have been described as teams not belonging to a single department and consist of representatives from the police, probation, social services, health, education, drugs, alcohol misuse and housing. ( Pamment, 2010 ). There are key agencies involved with the family and a social
 worker who has been Liaising with agencies and assessing the welfare of the children.it was reported of school-related issues ( bullying), living in temporary accommodation, rent arrears, offending behaviour, employment status of the mother's partner and the general well being of the families situation.



Risk factors underlined towards the vulnerability of family B


Due to the poor parenting of the parents, the children were left in vulnerable situations, which had an impact on their well being. It initially started with the son being placed in the care of the local authority due to behavioural problems. The family were constantly moving house due to rent arrears because of the mother  
Who could not solely afford the rent The mother's partner did not have any employment, so this would affect the mother's ability to pay the rent on time due to affordability. The one-child is suffering bullying at school, whilst the other child has an impending exclusion from school. The children are having difficulty settling at school because of the constant disruptions of moving schools. The mental health state of the children is being questioned because of no structure for the household.
Adolescents and youth, together addressed as “young people”, form the future building blocks of any society. They being most energetic and dynamic, tend to get involved in high-risk behaviours making themselves susceptible to criminal offences, accidents, physical injuries, emotional trauma, and medical problems. ( Arora et al, 2015).

Protective factors and agencies involved 

A care plan was put in place for the children, which was to allocate the appropriate key agencies, such as CAMHS, who would assess the child’s mental health state, is not at risk by offering regular sessions particular to the issues of school bullying and signs of behavioural problems. Mental health problems in children can be emotional, conduct, hyper-kinetic, developmental, eating, habit, somatic and psychotic disorders and post-traumatic syndrome
( Pettitt, 2003 ). parents are attending parent support groups to tackle family conflicts between parent and child. The purpose of the sessions is to gain increased skills on how to manage behavioural problems.  Trivette, Dunst ( 2005 ) noted that parent support programs aim to strengthen existing parent abilities while also promoting the development of new capabilities. The social worker has closely monitored the welfare of the children to help solve issues surrounding school attendance and connexions sessions. Also providing a care plan with social services in making sure the mother and son are having contact visits regularly, with the plan for the son to be reintegrated with the rest of the family members. Asquith et al (2005)  Mentioned that social workers are very much needed to help support individuals affected by deprivation and social exclusion. The family needs a stable and secure home, by providing this, the homeless person unit intends to collaborate with the temporary accommodation team. 

The evaluation of policy used by multidisciplinary services are:

1. Strengthen family upbringing.
2. Promote education, start early.
3. Enable employment.
4. Enforcement of the rights of children and young people.



Recommendations for improvements

The family found themselves in a vulnerable situation due to the mother and her partner not making good parenting decisions. The son was displaying antisocial behaviour in the area and also offending behaviour. The older children including the son could have part-time employment on weekends, as well as attend school. This would contribute to the older siblings doing something constructive and preventing them from being a nuisance to the neighbours. The mother's partner also should have been working to provide for the family, which would have taken the pressure off the mother trying to care for five children. Although the mother was working, why did she not pay the rent to avoid rent arrears and constant notices for evictions from the properties,’ leading to several house moves within a short period? As for the younger children, this would have had a major impact on their emotions? The school-related issues could have been solved by the children attending a regular school instead of changing schools repeatedly and one of the children being subjected to bullying because they have moved to another unfamiliar school, leaving them in vulnerable situations to make new friends. Recommendations would be for the whole family to attend weekly sessions to parent support groups to allow the children to interact with parents to build a relationship between parent and child to avoid conflicts and to help manage challenging behaviours with the children.
The Involving Young People in Parenting Programmes (IYPP) project provided an exciting opportunity to extend parenting support work to involve young people. Whilst all Youth Offending Teams (YOTs) should be linking work with young people and their parents. ( Hoskin, Lindfield, 2006) The resource centres would offer significant changes to family B’s life, promoting a good sense of unity between the entire household that could help in terms of making bad decisions from the parents. Another recommendation could be a youth  centre for the adolescent teenagers to prevent Antisocial behaviour, offering the youths somewhere to go and get involved 
In activities such as promoting anti-knife crime. This would help them to be aware of the dangers and negative impacts on their lives and others.
Knife crime also appears worryingly prevalent amongst young people, with 4,562 young people aged 10 to 17 years sentenced for carrying a knife or offensive weapon in England and Wales in the year ending September 2019. ( Hobson, Yesberg, and Bradford, 2022 ) 
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