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Script – presentation 
Slide 1 – Working with families is one area of pedagogy.

Slide 2 – What is pedagogy? 
· Pedagogy is the practices and methods that teachers use to educate.  
· This can be referred to as their teaching style, theories they use, tasks they set, and even feedback. 
· This can also be how a teacher delivers the curriculum. 

Slide 3 - There are 5 approaches within pedagogy:
· These are:
· Constructivist
· Collaborative
· Integrative
· Reflective
· Inquiry-based learning
Collaborative is where this concept falls under.

working with families
This is a key area of pedagogical practice. 

Slide 4 – why is it important? 
Why did I choose it? 
I believe that there is a clear line between parents who are involved with their child’s education and those who aren’t. Some parents believe that it is solely the teacher's job to educate the child, but it also comes from home. Supporting the child when they complete homework is an example. 
I have seen teachers and parents together in previous experiences, where a child is having trouble concentrating in the classroom and is disruptive to other children. I was able to see how the teacher reached out to the parents to discuss the matter which was also happening at home. 
Together they shared strategies of what worked and what didn’t and worked together to overcome the barrier. 
This gave me the inspiration to look further into this concept and the theory behind it which supports some of the thoughts and questions I have had.


Slide 5 - This area of pedagogy is significant in any primary school, it benefits and supports children’s development, their learning, and well-being. 
This style of teaching should be seen as a partnership, teachers and families create a holistic environment for the child giving them a sense of community and positive experiences inside and outside the classroom.
There are many benefits to utilising this area of pedagogy.
· Building strong positive relationships 
· Better insights into both environments
· Overcome barriers 

Examples of good practice examples of how this has been developed successfully. 

Slide 6 - Epstein’s theory of parenting – 6 types of involvement. (Organizing Engagement, 2019)
Epstein’s theory showcases the different ways that parents and community can get involved with schools and education.
The 6 types of involvement are:
· Type 1 – Parenting: this type of involvement refers to the family seeing the children as students and in return the school recognises the children’s family.
· Type 2 – Communicating: this involvement occurs when teachers, families, and students create a way to communicate with each other. 
· Type 3 – Volunteering: refers to when all parties can organise parental help and support but also rely on parents to supervise student activities.
· Type 4 – Learning at Home: this happens when parents are given inspiration, which could be information or ideas, to allow parents to support the children at home. This can be beneficial when it comes to homework or other school-related activities. 
· Type 5 – Decision Making: this can involve schools including parents in school-related decisions.
· Type 6 – Collaborating with the Community: this occurs when members of the community, which can be partners or services, are given the chance to involve themselves in education to assist and build school programs, students learning, and their development.

Slide 7 - This theory gives extensive examples of what could be done to involve parents and the community and is realistic about how it can be done in real-life settings. This gives families and educators different ideas and the opportunity to choose which type of involvement better suits them and what they wish to support. 

Vygotsky 
Slide 8 - Vygotsky is a well-known theorist who developed the Zone of Proximal Development theory, this diagram shows us that children can only achieve so much by themselves.
He has the idea that all children are born with basic cognitive thinking skills, which are seen as basics to develop social skills. The environment around the children is important as they are seen as ‘sponges’ at a young age. They will take in attitudes, language, and actions from a young age which can be beneficial when it comes to seeing teachers and parents create a partnership. 
Back to the diagram, children start in the middle, the orange zone. They can only stay there if there is no support, to move on to the next zone, the light blue zone, they will need support and guidance to be able to fit in.
Supporting that family should be involved in their child's education to achieve better levels of education and increase children feeling more self-confident.

Slide 9 - He believes that home life is significant in a child's education and that if there is a big contribution from the parents, it will enhance the child's achievements and support them going into the future.
(Gray & Macblain, 2015)

Analyse best examples in relation to relevant theory frameworks and policies.
Analyse of Epsteins theory 
Slide 10 - Janet Goodall (2022) identifies the importance of working with families, stating how it ‘increases in young peoples’ motivation, rates of homework return, self-confidence, and academic achievement.’ 
However, she highlights that some schools concentrate on the relationship between parents and the school, this can be referred to as parental involvement with the school rather than ‘parent engagement with learning’. This isn’t necessarily a negative, but it isn’t what this theory supports and wouldn’t have the same outcomes. 
Slide 11 - Later in her journal, Goodall states Epstein’s theory doesn’t consider different backgrounds, races, and social classes for example, this theory is based on the experiences of educators. Every educator is not going to be able to relate to each parent and this theory is generalised and leaves room for educators to tailor these ideas to what is going to work best for them, and the parents involved.
Overall, this theory gives a good initial thought to what can be done to create bonds between, students, parents, and school, but I see it as a stepping stone to a bigger picture and bigger opportunities that can be developed. Each family and school is different and importantly every student is different, they will have different needs, and introducing these relationships will encourage these needs to be met and to work as a team to do so.

Analyse Vygotsky
Slide 12 - De Villiers (1999) sees Vygotsky’s theory of the Zone of Proximal Development as excellent practice, by supplying good teaching where it is needed. An example given is when a teacher gives the class instructions that help the children take on responsibility for their own learning activity. Doing this will give the teachers the chance to see which children are ready for more responsibilities in their own learning. This theory is seen as a place where development and stimulation occur by learning. 
Slide 13 - John-Steiner (1997) explored Vygotsky’s concepts and documented it in her book ‘Notebooks of the Mind’. She focused on the importance of combining both learning environments, home and school, and how cognitive development can work hand in hand with social interaction. 

 

Link with relevant professional responsibilities standards and values within education.
Slide 14 - There are many standards and regulations put in place to ensure that schools are reaching a professional standard that meets the needs of the children and ensures they are receiving positive experiences and outcomes in school. 
Slide 15 - The Teachers’ Standards (2012) provides teachers with the standard that they should be working at and the responsibilities they hold in the school. These standards are mandatory and range from curriculum knowledge to expectations. It also entails that teachers are expected to ‘communicate effectively with parents with regard to pupils’ achievements and well-being’. 

Slide 16 - The School Standards and Framework Act (1998) is legislation that was established for schools in England. This standard was set the standard of teachers before being updated, it shows that over 20 years ago, teachers were encouraging relationships with parents and have continued to keep this as a standard in English schools. This standard also encourages parents to take part in school governance and decision-making.

Slide 17 - The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) sets a standard for children who are aged 0-5 years old in England. The standards set are to target the child’s care, development, and learning. Working with parents and families is seen as the main focus of EYFS, the parents are encouraged to share information about themselves. Doing this will allow teachers to learn about the backgrounds and communities they come from to build trust and also cater to what they want for the child. This standard helps teachers to recognise that parents are the first caregivers and the children have learned what they know from their parents, involving them in this experience will benefit both child and parent, and hopefully, the bond between them will continue throughout the child’s school life.

Conclusion
Slide 18 - To conclude this presentation, I think it is safe to say that the bond between home life and school life needs to be strong. Children will gain more from this rather than just school education, forming supportive relationships gives both parties peace of mind that the child is receiving the best support that can be given.
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