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Geography of Indonesia

[image: ]Indonesia is an archipelago nation based in South East Asia, between the Indian Ocean and the Pacific Ocean. It is geographically positioned astride or along large sea lanes linking East Asia, South Asia, and Oceania. It is the largest island country in the world. The various tribal cultures of Indonesia have been formed. Although not specifically determined by centuries of complex interactions with its physical environment. (Moen, 2017)

[image: ]Indonesia is an archipelagic country extending about 5,120 kilometres (3,181 mi) from east to west and 1,760 kilometres (1,094 mi) from north to south. (Porter, 1996) According to a geospatial survey conducted between 2007 and 2010 by National Coordinating Agency for Survey and Mapping (Bakosurtanal), Indonesia has 13,466 islands. (Semarang and Nurdin, 2012) While earlier survey conducted in 2002 by National Institute of Aeronautics and Space (LAPAN) stated Indonesia has 18,307 islands. According to the CIA World Factbook, there are 17,508 islands. (Cia.gov, 2019) The difference between surveys is possibly due to an earlier particular survey process, involving tidal islands, sandy cays, and rocky reefs, which surface at low tide and submerge at high tide. There are 8,844 islands named according to figures by the Government of Indonesia, of which 922 are permanently occupied. (et al., 2019).
The islands can be classified into the Greater Sunda Islands of Sumatra (Sumatera), Java (Jawa), southern Borneo (Kalimantan) and Celebes (Sulawesi); the Less Sunda Islands (Nusa Tenggara) of Bali and a chain of islands that surround East Timor; the Moluccas (Maluku) between Celebes and the island of New Guinea; and the western portion of New Guinea (generally known as Papua). The capital, Jakarta, is located along the northwest coast of Java. In the early 21st century, Indonesia became the most populous country in South-East Asia and the fourth most populous in the world. The capital, Jakarta, is located along the northwest coast of Java. In the early 21st century, Indonesia became the most populous country in South-East Asia and the fourth most populous in the world. (et al., 2019)
[image: ]Indonesia is a volcanic-active nation with several large volcanoes. It has the most volcanoes in any country in the world, with 76 volcanoes erupting at least 1,171 times in history. (Volcanodiscovery.com, 2020) Indonesia has over 130 active volcanoes that are part of the Pacific Ring of Fire and has experienced the largest number of eruptions resulting in deaths, damage to arable land, rubble, tsunamis, lava domes and pyroclastic flows. The most active volcanoes in Indonesia are Kelut and Mount Merapi on the island of Java. The bulk of Indonesia's volcano is located on a 3,000 km long chain known as the Sunda Arc. Here, most of these volcanoes were caused by subduction of the Indian Ocean crust under the Asian Plate. (Volcanodiscovery.com, 2020)
[bookmark: _Toc39613669]Culture
The civilization of Indonesia has been influenced by a long relationship between local traditions and various foreign influences. Indonesia is geographically located along ancient trade routes between the Far East, South Asia, and the Middle East, with many traditional traditions heavily influenced by a plurality of faiths. [image: ]The republic of Indonesia is the fourth highest population in the world with 273.52 Million people based on the latest United Nations population division. Around 80 percent of the population lives in the west side of the country, on the main islands of Java and Sumatra. The Maluku islands have the smallest populations roughly 2.6 million people. Approximately two-to-three hundred ethnic groups with their own languages and dialects. Around 40 percent of the population is Javanese which is largest ethnic group, Sundanese is the second largest ethnic group and they comprise about 15 percent. Next in order of size, are Batak, Madurese, Betawi, Minangkabau,Malay, Buginese, Bantenese, Banjarese, Balinese, Acehnese, Dayak, Sasak and Chinese. As well as other ethnicities around 15 percent, but separately characterise less than one percent of the total population. (Worldpopulationreview.com, 2020)
[image: ]Indonesia is the world’s most populous Muslim-majority country as they represent 87 percent on the 2010 census. 9.87 percent are Christian, 1.69 percent are Hindu, 0.72 are Buddhist and 0.56 percent practice other faiths. Although the government officially only recognise Islam, Protestantism, Roman Catholicism, Buddhism, Hinduism, and Confucianism but the Indonesian constitution also grants religious freedom.
There are around 700 languages spoken in Indonesia. Bahasa is a form of Malay, is the official language and is used in education, commerce, media, and administration. Most people tend to speak other languages as well as their primary language.  
The UNESCO select heritage sites based on ten criteria six for cultural and four for natural some sites are chosen as “mixed sites”. In Indonesia there are nine world heritage sites nominated, five cultural, four natural and no mixed sites. (Nations, 2019)
The heritage sites:
· Borobudur Temple Compounds: [image: ]this prominent Buddhist temple, dating back to the 8th and 9th centuries, is located in central Java. It was constructed in three levels: a pyramidal foundation with five concentric square terraces, a cone trunk with three rounded platforms, and a monumental stupa at the apex. The walls and balustrades are decorated with fine low reliefs, covering a total area of 2,500 m2. There are 72 openwork stupas around the circular platforms, each carrying a Buddha statue. The memorial was restored with the aid of UNESCO in the 1970s.

· [image: ]Bali's Cultural Landscape: this landscape consists of five rice terraces and water temples covering 19,500 ha. The temples are the origin of the cooperative canal and weir water control scheme known as subak, which dates back to the 9th century. Comprised in the landscape is the 18th-century Royal Water Temple of Pura Taman Ayun, the largest and most remarkable architectural structure of its type on the island.

· [image: ]Komodo National Park: these volcanic islands are inhabited by a population of about 5,700 giant lizards, whose presence and violent behaviour have led them to be called 'Komodo dragons.' They live nowhere else in the world and are of great concern to scientists studying evolutionary theory. The rocky hillsides of the desert savannah and the patches of thorny green plants sharply contrast with the white sandy beaches and the blue waters of the ocean.
[image: ]
·  Lorentz National Park: Lorentz National Park (2.35 million ha) is the biggest protected area in South East Asia. This is the only protected area in the world to integrate a persistent, contiguous snow-capped transect into the tropical aquatic environment, with vast lowland wetlands. The area also contains fossil sites that include evidence of the evolution of life in New Guinea, a high degree of endemism and the highest level of biodiversity in the region. 

· [image: ]Prambanan Temple Compounds: Constructed in the 10th century, this is the largest Shiva temple complex in Indonesia. In the centre of the last of these concentric squares are three temples adorned with reliefs depicting the epic of the Ramayana, dedicated to the three great Hindu divinities (Shiva, Vishnu and Brahma) and three temples dedicated to the animals that represent them.



· [image: ]Ombilin Coal Mining Heritage of Sawahlunto: Established for the processing, mining and transport of high-quality coal in the inaccessible Sumatra area, this industrial site was developed by the Netherlands East Indian Government during the globally significant industrialisation era from the late 19th to the beginning of the 20th century.


· [image: ]Sangiran Early Man Site: Excavations here between 1936 and 1941 contributed to the discovery of the first hominid fossil at this site. Later, 50 fossils of Meganthropus Palaeo and Pithecanthropus erectus / Homo erectus were discovered – half of the world's recorded hominid fossils. Sangiran, which has been inhabited for the past one and a half million years, is one of the key sites for studying human evolution.

· [image: ][image: ]Tropical Rainforest Heritage of Sumatra: The 2.5-million-hectare Tropical Rainforest Heritage Site of Sumatra consists of three national parks: Gunung Leuser National Park, Kerinci Seblat National Park and Bukit Barisan Selatan National Park. The location has the highest potential for long-term survival of the distinctive and complex Sumatra biota, including many endangered species. The protected area is home to an estimated 10,000 plant species, including 17 endangered species; more than 200 animal species; and some 580 bird species, 465 of which are inhabited and 21 of which are threatened. Of the mammalian species, 22 are Asian, not found anywhere in the archipelago, and 15 are restricted to the Indonesian region, including the endangered Sumatran orang-utan.

· Ujung Kulon National Park: This national park, situated in the far south-western tip of Java on the Sunda Coast, covers the Ujung Kulon Peninsula and many offshore islands, and incorporates the Krakatoa Nature Reserve.
· 

i) Consider the level of emphasis placed on tourism as an industry – current size and scale of the industry, numbers employed, dominant tourism sectors – (public, private, voluntary), funding / investment, marketing / branding activity, government involvement – (national  / local policy, strategy), industry growth issues and challenges……..



ii) Critically reflect on the suitability of the country / location for future tourism growth and development – (tourists’ demographics / market segments / tourism product development….) 


iii) i)	Provide an in-depth overview of the country’s location / geography / topography / key regions……
iv) i)	Critically appraise its culture (population, language, heritage, social context…….)

v) Evaluate the case study in the context of global tourism and make reference to tourism-based theory to critically assess and appraise any tourism strategic activity within the case study location.
vi) Ensure to provide a non – biased account of the location, so that industry professionals are able to gain a generic overview of the location. 
vii) To be written in report style. The submission should look like a Travel Review / Article - - including pictures and images.
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