Critiquing Pointers

There are three main considerations that need to be taken into account when critiquing:
1. Identifying the appropriate point within the article;
2. Describing/explaining point within assignment;

3. Justify the necessity/inference/importance of point made in assignment.

Most students can relatively easily identify No. 1 and generally undertake No. 2.  It is No. 3 that makes a critique: the explanation.  For example, students may identify bias as an issue (No. 2), however they do not go on to make clear what is the impact or inference of bias upon the research study in the article or research in general.  Therefore as markers we often make comments:  So?  And?  Explain etc., all of which are to do with Consideration No. 3.  We may also indicate where we feel you have gone onto consider No. 3, thus critiquing.  HOWEVER, please note we may only highlight some areas, it is up to you to cover them ALL as well as you can.

Other areas that students often miss include:

· Describing in outline what actually happened in the study, a reviewer should be able to read the critique and understand what happened without reading the actual paper.  Therefore give an overview and details of sample numbers, methods, results, discussion etc.  This can be undertaken at the start of the assignment or probably better as you go along within each section;
· Making positive comments NOT just being negative/critical;
· Giving possible alternatives or solutions to situations identified;
· Not identifying the tool used or explaining how the critique was undertaken (again usually as part of the introduction to the assignment).
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