
Seminar 3: Ancient History from Coins 

 

Questions to Consider: 

 

1. What is money? 

2. How important is the study of coinage for understanding Greek history? 

3. What are the different ways in which coinage can be studied? 

4. Does anyone notice what is on coinage? How influential is it as a conveyor of message? 

5. What are different weight standards? 

6. What does a “closed economy” mean? 

7. What is the “Porus Medallion” and what is its significance? 

8. What are the problems with using coinage as a source? What can’t it tell us? What can it 

tell us? 

9. Analyse the following coin types of the two Seleucid Kings: 

 

 

Antiochos VI. 144-142 BC. AR Drachm 



 

Demetrios II (2nd Reign) AR Tetradrachm. Antioch mint, 129/128 BC 
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