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Vulnerability, welfare, and risk 

This essay will critically evaluate how the criminal justice system responds to victims of crime. According to The United Nations Human Rights (2021) a victim of crime is someone who has individually or collectively suffered harm e.g., mentally, physically, or emotionally. According to Cambridgeshire constabulary (2021), the definition of a victim can also include friends or families of a person who has died, of someone carrying out a criminal act and families or friends of victims in a fatal road collision. 
According to the crown prosecution service (2017) the criminal justice system works in partnership with the police, the home office, and the courts. Criminal justice is the delivery of justice to offenders who have committed crimes. The goals of the criminal justice system are the rehabilitation of offenders, prevention of future crimes and a moral system for victims. If the criminal justice system meets its goals, this will significantly help communities be a safer place to live in, the criminal justice system must be one step ahead of potential criminals. According to Garside (2008) the purpose of the criminal justice system is to deliver justice for all, this is by convicting and punishing the guilty offenders. The criminal justice system meeting its goal of convicting offenders will ensure that communities are a much safer place for people to live in and will make sure crime rates stay down. 
When it comes to how the criminal justice system responds to victims of crime, it is important to understand the victims of crime as much as the criminals. According to Victim Support Finland (2019) many victims of crime, loved ones and witnesses may benefit from professional help. Victims seeking help from professional organisations, will benefit in the long term e.g., psychologically, and physically. Helping the victim both psychologically and physically will ensure that they are not scared from the crime they have witnessed and can go about their everyday lives normally. This is important because understanding the victims will help the criminal justice system as they can respond to victims of crime more efficiently and effectively. Understanding the victims, helps the criminal justice system, as it can react better and this can even stop crimes happening in the future.  Another reason why understanding victims is important is in order to empathise with them and their situation, this is important as it makes it possible to see how the victim got into the situation, and this will allow the criminal justice system to put measures in place to prevent future crimes happening to them. According to Criminal Justice (2021) it is argued that having the input of victims will provide accurate information about the severity of the crime. Having victim participation will lead to offenders being sentenced adequately. Having victims involved will help the criminal justice system as it can prevent similar crimes happening in the future as it can find out how victims got into the position of being targeted. Putting measures in place, will help prevent crimes happening in the future. 
There are many ways someone can become vulnerable to crime. According to the Ceredigion council (2021) a person is vulnerable if they can’t protect themselves from harm or exploitation due to personal reasons or situational circumstances. Anyone can become a victim of crime, due to personal or situational circumstances. Personal circumstances can include a disability, mental health problems and religion. Situational circumstances can include an illness, debt, and a job loss. An individual can become a victim at any time as people can put themselves in vulnerable positions, for example, being in a certain place or time for a potential criminal to seize on this chance. According to Victim Support (2021) children and the younger generation are more likely to become victims of crime. They experience crimes against them in their homes, communities, and schools. The crimes that they normally experience are child abuse, gang related crime, child sexual exploitation and theft or robbery. 
According to Victim Support (2021) set up nearly 50 years ago, Victim Support is now the leading victim’s charity in Wales and England. The victim support organisation is an independent charity. They are dedicated to support people affected by crimes and scarring incidents in Wales and England. The victim support organisation help people cope and recover from an incident they were at the end of. What they do is help people affected by all type of crimes and provide free confidential support 24 hours a day all year round. The very first victim support was set up in Bristol in 1974, and by 1986 every county in Wales and England had at least one victim support scheme. Having a victim support organisation, will help the criminal justice system as it will reduce the number of people becoming victims of crime as there will be information and advice on how to remove yourselves from situations where criminals will target you. According to The London wing (2020) simple characteristics such as how you walk can determine you being a target for a potential criminal. If you walk too slow on a busy street it gives the impression that you’re not confident, distracted or lost. Although saying this, walking too fast will give the impression that you may be nervous. 
According to the Metropolitan police (2021) When it comes to what the police do when there is a victim, as a victim you can expect to be treated fairly and respected by everyone. Also, you can expect to be given information about the court and court processes. There are many ways that people become victims. The first way a person becomes a victim is by being a cybercriminal victim. According to Steinberg (2020) cyber criminals are targeting victims using stealthier methods to carry out identity theft and fraud. 1 in 10 people are now victims of identity fraud yearly. It is easy to become a victim in this scenario as it is easy to believe in something that is not true. To prevent becoming a victim of a cybercrime, you must be careful about what you click on and must ensure you don’t share personal information over the internet. The criminal justice system can interfere here by handing out tougher punishments to criminals, which will send out a bold message to potential criminals that they will be found and sentenced accordingly. The criminal justice system can respond to victims of crime in this scenario and they can hand out tougher punishments to criminals, this can ensure that people who might decide they want to carry out a crime to think twice before doing it.  
Another way a person can become a victim is by being an identity theft victim. According to Consumer.Gov (2021) identity theft is a serious crime, an identity theft happens when someone uses your information without your permission, this includes credit card details, name and address, medical insurance account numbers. This is a massive issue for the criminal justice system. The job of the criminal justice system is much harder as criminals are always working hard every day to be one step ahead of the consequences facing them. This makes it harder for the criminal justice system to respond to victims as anyone can become a victim of identity theft. The public can make sure they are extra careful in how they share their personal information; one way is to watch out for dodgy links and people asking for personal information. This will help the criminal justice system massively as if the public prevent themselves getting into a victim’s position, there will be less cases for the criminal justice system to deal with.
Lastly, another way people become victims is by their lifestyle. The lifestyle theory is how you present yourself Infront of the public. By wearing high end clothing, you can become an easy target for a criminal as they may think you are wealthy. According to Grand Canyon University (2019). For example, a person with a gambling addiction can become an easy target for a con artist. More examples of a lifestyle theory is walking alone in a dangerous area, and continuously wearing expensive jewellery, leaving your house door unlocked and associating yourself with criminals. All of these examples are exactly how people can become easy victims for criminals. This can cause a lot of trouble for the criminal justice system as people can make themselves an easy target for potential criminals. People can avoid becoming a lifestyle victim by being aware of their surroundings and avoid wearing flashy items. Furthermore, by the public being aware of their surroundings and how they come across to other people it will ensure that the criminal justice system can respond to victims in a more efficient manner. 
According to 123 test (2021) victim support officers provide support and counselling to people who are victims of crime. This includes sexual assaults, domestic abuse, and anti-social behaviour. They tend to develop an idea of treating the victim, which can be through the different needs of the victim and feelings of the victim. They also provide help 24 hours a day, which is a free service. It is vital that there is help out there for victims. In terms of the criminal justice responding to victims the role of a victim support officer is massive. This is because a victim support officer can assist in helping the victim to come back to normality.   the role of a victim support officer is to make initial contact to victims and to support the victims of crime. This includes major crimes, frequently targeted victims, and vulnerable and intimidated victims. The main duties of a victim support officer is to provide emotional and practical support to victims from the start of the crime towards the victim all the way through the criminal justice process. Another way a victim support officer goes about their job is to contact victims by phone and provide up to date relevant information to victims. 
According to Nidirect (2021) a Victim Charter sets out how someone who is a victim of crime should be treated and what advice they are given. They also support victims and give practical information as well. They give this support to people who have been a victim of a crime. The victim charter is there for victims, a family member of the victim and the parents on behalf of a child who is a victim of crime. According to Department of justice (2021) if you have been a victim of crime it is your right to access certain information and services from the criminal justice system. As a victim charter they have a pivotal role in helping the criminal justice system as the victim charter is the first one to help victims and by them doing this it will ensure all victims are dealt with properly. By being dealt accordingly it will put less strain onto the criminal justice system. Also, by a victim charter giving a victim the correct information it will allow victims to recover slowly from the crime they’ve been on the end of. This will help the criminal justice massively as they’ll have less cases to deal with and can focus on the victims who need more assistance.  
According to the Supreme court (2021) the code of practice for victims is a statutory government document, which sets out information, support, and services that all victims of crime are entitled to receive from the criminal justice system in Wales and England. The Victim code covers support for victims and assistance in every stage of the process from reporting a crime to post trial.  The supreme courts hear less cases involving victims of crime and they never hear evidence in person, saying this the supreme court aims to reach the aims of the code.  By the supreme court hearing less cases this makes a difference as other departments can focus on the more serious victims of crime. The supreme court and the code of practise aims to keep victims updated about progress of court trials. This is important as keeping victims updated about trials will make sure that the criminal justice system haven’t got a backlog of work and can shift their attention to victims who need more support. 
According to nidirect (2021) A victim’s personal statement is your right to say in your own words how a crime has affected or continues to affect you. This is considered when a case is filed in and goes to court if the suspect pleads guilty or is found guilty of the crime. You can make a victim personal statement if you are a direct victim of the crime. If a victim has passed away due to the crime they have been involved in, someone else who is a close family member can write a victim personal statement for the deceased individual. This is important for the criminal justice system as by having a statement it will gather evidence and can bring criminals to justice more quickly and effectively. If a decision is made by the criminal justice system to prosecute someone for the crime, they have committed against you, the victim care unit will write to you directly and tell you about the decision to prosecute the criminal. They will also let you know you can make a victim personal statement. By having these options, it makes the criminal justice systems jobs easier as it will bring offenders to justice quicker and with the correct evidence it will make the judges jobs easier to sentence offenders. This benefits the victim as they can have closure and this will make the life of the victim a whole lot smoother. By having the correct evidence this will speed up the process of the victims incident they’ve been involved in.   
To conclude, this essay has critically evaluated how the criminal justice system responds to victims of crime. This essay has explained what the criminal justice system is and who it is ran by. It is important to understand the role of the criminal justice system and they are always there to help victims of crime. Having the criminal justice system there to aid the public is vital and helps the police force out as the police can prevent other crimes happening as the criminal justice system will be there to re-assure victims and they can learn how people become victims, this can bring crime rates down. Anyone can become a victim and it’s not necessarily your fault if you do become a victim, criminals target anyone at any time. There are ways that the criminal justice system can help prevent crimes happening, one way is to provide information on how to not become a victim, this can be by providing helpful tips on how to not put yourself in a vulnerable position. There are different ways on how someone can become a victim of crime, a few are being a cybercriminal victim, identity theft and how you got about your every day life e.g., lifestyle theory. The criminal justice can respond to victims by advising people on how to avoid getting in vulnerable positions. By doing this it can bring down crime rates and this will bring down cases for the criminal justice system to deal with. In the long term it will be beneficial for the criminal justice system as by having less cases, they can focus on the more vulnerable victims. The role of a victim support officer is to provide support and counselling to vulnerable victims. They have a pivotal role in responding to victims of crime, this is because victims can turn to someone for help and this can help the individual bring back normality to their life. The role of a victim charter is another important way of the criminal justice system responding to victims, this is because a victim charter gives support to the victim, an example of support given is giving emotional support and giving advice on how to avoid getting into a vulnerable position again. To summarise this essay has gone in-depth on different ways people become victims, and what support is out there to support victims. There is a lot of pressure on the criminal justice system to respond to victims of crime, this essay has talked about different ways organisations help victims of crime and how this can help victims in the long term.
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