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How does Dyslexia have an impact on learning and achievement 

Introduction
Specific Learning Difficulties is an umbrella term used to cover a broad range of learning disorders. Every child should be seen as an individual and respected that they will develop at their own rate, but sometimes there can be cause for concern when a child does not seem to be progressing as expected.
This paper concentrates on how the Specific learning difficulty Dyslexia can have an impact on children’s learning and achievement at home and in school. There are many characteristics of Dyslexia such as difficulties in phonological awareness, processing information, verbal memory and poor reading and writing skills. This paper focuses mainly on poor confidence and self-esteem, challenging behaviour and the ability to excel in other areas, also highlighting the importance of understanding dyslexia; how early intervention can have an impact on a child’s learning and how encouraging the child to look beyond their dyslexic disadvantages can change their perception and outlook on life. 
Dyslexia is a neurological literacy disorder which according to the British Dyslexia Association, ‘affects 10 percent of the UK’s population’. This specific learning difficulty can make everyday life challenging and is recognised as a disability under the Equality act 2010. It does not have an impact on the persons overall intelligence, but it does affect how the brain processes information causing literacy difficulties such as reading and writing. 
The dyslexic mind is wired differently to others and the challenges that children with dyslexia face every day can not only have an impact on their learning and achievement, but can also affect other aspects of their daily life such as their physical development, emotional mind and social relationships. Being different from others can cause children to struggle socially and emotionally, often feeling as though they cannot relate to other children, feeing inadequate and judged because of their ability. These feelings can influence how they socialise with other children, therefore proving difficult to make friends, which can escalate into feelings of loneliness and isolation. 
Struggling to meet targets in school and the struggle to process information that their fellow peers seem to grasp, can leave a child to feel pressured, frustrated and incompetent. This can have a negative effect on their self-esteem and confidence, which can lead to influencing challenging behaviour at home and in school such as refusing to participate, presenting disruptive behaviour and being withdrawn. This supports the view of Lawrence, D. (2009). It is therefore important for teachers and parents to work together to ensure that children feel they can express how they are feeling safely, have reassurance and are understood. By taking the time to listen and show empathy for a child faced with these challenges daily, teachers and parents can work together to ensure that children with a Specific learning difficulty feel valued and confident in being individual. Strategies such as play therapy, books and emotional regulation boards can also be useful methods to use with children of primary school age as it encourages self-identification, self-regulation and recognition.
Communication between teachers, parents and other agencies who are supporting the child is essential if the child is to overcome certain barriers and recognise their potential. All persons who are involved in the child’s learning and progress must have a good knowledge and understanding of dyslexia to be able to recognise characteristics and provide the right support for learning. Everyone connected with the child should be working on the same level, up do date with correct information and concerns are shared, this will give a broader picture and the dyslexic child will have a better chance of learning and achieving. Providing a positive approach to dyslexia can encourage children to develop an understanding for their condition, learn to use it to the best of their advantage and perform to the best of their ability. Children with dyslexia may be at a disadvantage where they struggle to read, write and spell for example, but due to their unique neurological connection they also have an advantage over the average child and excel in other areas such as visual memory, problem solving and dynamic reasoning. Early diagnosis can offer children to explore their specific learning difficulty, accepting/understanding their individuality and strive to achieve their goals rather than allowing Dyslexia to overcome them.
According to Lawrence, D. (2009) almost all children before preschool age will show traits of dyslexia, but this does not necessarily mean that the child is dyslexic. Children of this age are in the early stages of development; therefore, it is only when children are introduced to the logic and understanding of literacy that it can be determined whether some of the characteristics are cause for concern. Identifying the presence of key characteristics as early as possible can mean a child is provided with early intervention, giving them the opportunity to be appropriately screened and diagnosed, usually after the age of 7 years old.
However, it is possible for a child to show some dyslexic traits but not necessarily be dyslexic. Every child is individual, therefor they have their own strengths and weaknesses. For some children literacy may be a weaker subject, showing some traits that are commonly seen in dyslexic children such as slow reading and writing. There may be specific reasons not linked to dyslexia such as moving schools regularly, life at home or other Specific learning difficulties that can often overlap or be mistaken for dyslexia such as APD, ADHD or Dyspraxia. It can often be the case that children may have more than one Specific learning difficulty therefore highlighting the importance of screening and assessments, to ensure that children are being provided with the right support.
There are many multi-sensory approaches, resources and strategies that are being used to teach literacy in schools and at home. ‘Jolly Phonics’, a multi-sensory approach to teaching literacy is a programme where children learn to link letters and phonological sounds with pictures and music. This approach to teaching is useful for children with dyslexia as they are using visual, auditory and kinaesthetic skills. It can also help to boost confidence and self-esteem as they will feel included with children of all abilities, making learning literacy animated and fun. This is just one example of how classrooms today are equipped to meet the learning styles of all children, which in this case is very helpful for children with dyslexia and supports the view of teacher and Author ‘Lee Pascal’ who suggests that children with dyslexia can learn providing everyone connected with the child understands dyslexia so that we can show them how.
Although it is good practice, advised and supported by ‘Learning wales’ and other research, undergoing tests and screening for dyslexia does not necessarily mean that the child will be provided with an extra body in school, it is usually determined by the school and its funding as to whether extra support can be provided. But having a diagnosis can give a broader picture of a child’s specific needs, therefore teachers and parents can provide useful strategies targeted for children with a Specific learning difficulty. 
Appropriate screening tests are implemented and to observe, report and record children’s learning and progress. There are informal screening tests available in schools to show the possible presence of dyslexia, mainly used in the form of checklists. This method of screening can be useful for early indication that a child may have a specific learning difficulty, and it is generally flexible, making it easier to observe and record findings over time. It cannot formally diagnose a child with dyslexia, but it can provide teachers with the information they need to determine if the child needs to be formally assessed and ensure that children’s individual learning needs are met. Formal assessments which are usually carried out privately by an educational psychologist, unfortunately come at a cost which may not be funded. 
Conclusion
For a child with dyslexia the world can be very stressful and frustrating place. As shown in this assignment the brain of a dyslexic works a little differently, but it does not set them up for automatic failure in life, it’s a part of their character but does not define who they are or what they can strive to be. Dyslexia can have an impact on a child’s learning and achievement, but having that early intervention, providing a positive approach and having all the right tools and resources available, along with lots of patience, knowledge and understanding, these unique children can achieve and shine.
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