Identify a Contemporary instance of the role Biological Determinism plays in social Construction and identify the way in which it’s deployment upholds the social status quo.


Biological Determination is a theory from various prominent scientists that attempts to explain the behavior of someone and other conditions of life in alliance to his/her genetic foundation for decades, such theory has been elucidated to explain human behavior exhaustively.  However, Sociologists have strongly criticized the biological determinism theory because it does not take into account the environmental factors that affect behavior (Banyard and Grayson, 2000).  According to the author of the article “All in the Genes?”  , there is no intrinsic causality between genetics and intelligence.  The author then examine various aspects of biological determinism and apparatus many examples, which went on to illustrate aspects of this problem that are being discussed ever since these became popular.  The author however does not agree with this theory that “the intellectual performance of a person depends on the genes inherited from his parents”.  There appeared to be many different theories about intellectual capabilities, all depending on the period of the time these authors of these theories lived.  Helen Cronin (2007) states “that as human beings we have evolved but we still have this legacy today, the world has changed but our minds have not”.  They look at the culture, upbringing social patterns and relationship to pan out the way individuals behave in society. 

To biological determinist theorists, nature proscribes an essentially inevitable and unalterable character to human behavior, achievement, and social status.  On human intelligence for example, the early 20 century determinist, Henry Godbard wrote, “stated in its boldest form our thesis is that the chief determiner of human conduct is a unitary mental process which we call intelligence; that is the process is conditioned by a nervous mechanism that is inborn; that the degree of efficiency to be attained by that nervous mechanism and the consequent grade of intelligence or mental level for each individual is determined by the kind of chromosomes that come together with the union of the germ cells; that it s but little affected by any later influence except such serious accidents as many destroy part of the mechanism”.  As a significance of the rerun of social reconcile which fails to take into account the determination character of the intelligence and its unalterable grade in each individual is illogical and inefficient.  Human behavior and social status, although undeniable influenced to some extent by biology, are in significant part sociocultural constructs for which biological determinism serves as a powerful homeostatic rationalization. 

After the publication of Charles Darwin’s (Origin of Species in 1859) biological determinism as a driving social theory gained widespread support.  Science- based justifications for racism increased sharply.  They did so largely through the one-dimensional rich concept of reiterate, in which propounded that “Ontogeny recapitulates phylogeny”.  Simpler put, recapitulation contended that the embryological, infantile, and juvenile stages of human development reenact the evolutionary stages through which human species evolved from ancestral primate adults.  One early and Influential recapitulations, a simultaneous of Darwin’s and a fervent impresario of Darwinism in his own country.  Haeckel postulated that the girl-like slits in human embryos represent the gills of ancestral adult fishes.  Haeckel believed strongly into the inheritance of acquired traits through terminal addition, which theorized a progressive accrual of the number sequential traits reenacted in the embryo to adult gradual evolution course, as new species evolved from existing species.  For humans, as more and more advanced traits were added to the end of our consummating ancestors speculated embryo to adult developmental sequences, the amount of time spent by individuals reenacting the earlier phases would necessarily condense to accommodate the increased number of traits.

Biological Determinism Operates on the assumption that all behaviors have particular causes, which are mainly genetic or related to biological functions and processes.  Experiments done by Raine et al (1997) focused in the deviations found in the brain of murderers.  Raine et al (1997) tried to find determine the common factor in murderers who had put a plea of not guilty by virtue of insanity.  In the experiments, Raine etal (1997) looked at the PET scans of murderers and observed their cortical and sub- cortical brains.  This experiment goal is to resolute whether having brain dysfunction and abnormalities like schizophrenia are lined to the violent behaviors exhibited by the murderers Raine experiment only focused on the innate factors while it overlooked the external factors such as the environments that may control the behaviors of an individual.  Biological Determination also focuses on reductionism views individuals as divided into hierarchical groups.  Therefore, the biological determinist view the inequalities between sexes, nations, classes as intrinsic rather that extrinsic (Carolan 2005).  This theory however portrays the picture that if one person is less successful than the other is, it is not because of the coincidental factors in the milieu, but because the person is congenitally incapable of being successful.  Biological determinist therefore believe that men in society are dominant because they are intrinsically more aggressive and rational than women.  According to this theory, biologically inheritable material and not the surrounding environment determine division in society (Carolan 2005).

In society, inequality is a norm.  Biological Determinists believe that inequality is the result of intrinsic factors.  However sociologist’s interpretation of social differences are the results of extrinsic factors.  Both provide an interesting point of view on human behavior and social organizations.  While sociologists had their theory and interpretations of the relation between human beings and the surroundings concepts of biological determinism were being neglected.  Regardless of sociologist sticking to their theory, they however cannot evade the complex nature of biological organisms. 
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