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Describe how Specific Learning Difficulties (SpLD) in literacy impact on learning and achievement.
Within the educational setting teachers will support a wide range of specific learning difficulties, to ensure children are getting the education they deserve and need. The specific learning difficulty chosen to focus on within this assignment is Dyslexia. 
Dyslexia is a specific learning difficulty that affects people in a variety of different ways. Dyslexia is manifested primarily in literacy difficulties, affecting the skills in accurate spelling and reading. The difficulties of the condition broaden wider that just inside a classroom environment and produce obstacles for those who have it in everyday situations such as remembering the shopping list or trying to follow a set of instruction. Dyslexia can be associated with short term memory loss and slowness in processing information. (British Dyslexia Association, 2006)
Through research there are key characteristics of dyslexia that can be identified within the classroom through observation and is not seen as uncommon within today’s society. Every classroom, every child/young adult is different. With ten percent of learners having dyslexia, on average three pupils in every class of thirty will have the condition. A dyslexic learner may exhibit a difficulty with letter formation, construction of sentences and the lay out on the page. They may demonstrate a lack in the ability to learn sight words, to be able to build up words phonetically and not being able to cut words into syllables or onset and rime. Having dyslexia can lead to a learner having a short attention span and have difficulty when trying to concentrate, from the inability to keep focused on task this can lead to a dyslexic learner showing disruptive behaviour. This can affect the concentration of the classroom environment and can lead to a teacher losing control on the delivery of their lesson. (Lawrence, 2009).
The National Learning Centre for Learning disabilities believes that dyslexia is a neurological and genetic condition as is not a result of, poor teaching, poor upbringing or instruction. Dyslexia is not linked to intelligence. The condition does not jeopardize an individual’s ability to succeed academically or within their everyday life. (Nordqvist, 2016). 
Dyslexia causes various impacts on a child’s learning within education. Literacy is proven challenging as a dyslexic learner will often reverse the letters when reading and writing. An example of this is confusing the words saw/was. As the words both contain the same letters, they may mistake one for the other, making sentences seem incorrect or confusing. Whilst reading a book it can be easy for a dyslexic learner to lose their place, leading to frustration and lack of concentration. A dyslexic can find taking oral instructions correctly and have a weak sense of time and direction. The ability to remember simple sequences such as the days of the week can also be of great difficulty. A strategy for this could be by using a visual timetable on a wall display in the classroom or at home. This can be done by using a mixture of pictures and words on the timetable, making it bright and eye catching. (UWSTD,2016)
 High level of self-esteem and self-confidence is a desirable personal attribute for many. Unfortunately, children/young adults with dyslexia are particularly at risk of suffering with low self-esteem and self-confidence. Learning to live with dyslexia can result in having to deal with the feeling of inadequacy and frustration. It is not easy to remain confident in front of others if you are continuously forgetting what has been said or being slow to react to situations. This can occur within the school setting or home environment. The feelings of frustration can result in further issues such as dyslexic children developing behavioural issues. There is evidence showing that children with a high sense of self-esteem usually do better in their schoolwork than those who have low self-esteem. Children/young adults with dyslexia will be aware of the need to be able to read and write the same as their peers. In order for the child to feel self-worth and to support their aspirations to achieve successfully depends on the support given by the teacher/parent. Through experience in supporting a child with dyslexia it was found successful that by remaining positive and instead of saying something is wrong, encouraging the child to try again and reacting with encouragement has a positive effect to their confidence. The effects of low self-esteem are having no confidence when it comes to the ability to learn, these feelings without the correct support can generalize to the whole personality. Eventually a dyslexic could feel a failure and begin to lose confidence in everything, avoiding new experiences as an avoidance method because they believe they will inevitably fail. (Lawrence, 2009)
Within the school setting promoting an understanding of dyslexia and promoting the awareness of famous dyslexic role models can have a positive effect on the building of self-confidence and self-esteem. An example of this could be having a wall display within the classroom with pictures to remind the children they are not alone, and they can succeed. Another tool when trying to build self-esteem is valuing the work produced by children, and not just marking what is wrong with the work but recognizing and making a clear point of the pupil’s strengths. This provides the child with a balance, not to feel failure but to also feel proud. This will help with the motivation of them to continue and not to lead the child just to think they have failed. (UWTSD,2016). 
Screening for dyslexia is a crucial aspect of the SEN code of practice ( DfES,2001). Teachers within the classroom are constantly observing the progress of their pupils. It is of upmost importance that if a teacher identifies that a child is not working to the same standard as their peers and appears to be displaying difficulties that they pass on their concerns to the appropriate professional. This professional will then thoroughly assess and diagnose any learning difficulties the child/young adult might have such as dyslexia, dyscalculia or ADHD. The earlier an assessment takes place on the child, the sooner the child can receive a diagnosis and receive the correct support. Informal assessments are useful for early identification of dyslexia. These tests alongside a formal screening assessment can obtain more information about the child/young adults learning preferences and habits. Formal screening is undertaken sensitively and consistently. The child may be taken into another room where it is quiet, so they can focus to the best of their ability and not feel anxious about getting things wrong in front of their peers. Before presenting the problem with the educational psychologist a teacher must work alongside their SENCO to provide evidence of their concern that the child in mind may be a dyslexic. (Hall, 2009).
The specific learning difficulty of Dyslexia is a common diagnosis within today’s society. To ensure dyslexic learners get the right attainment teachers can use different strategies such as providing a comfortable working environment, visual timetables and organising thoughts. Specific resources can assist in class such as coloured overlays, rainbow alphabets, reading rulers. Teaching assistants within schools can also spend time with children either individually or within a group to focus on specific tasks. This allows learners to experience more one to one time and can help with their self-esteem and self-confidence. It is important for a child’s attainment that the support is not just received within the school environment but continued at home. This could be encouragement to complete homework, extra reading or going over times tables. The parents input towards supporting a child with dyslexia is important as it can make them also feel anxious about their child not achieving to the best of their ability. Employability can be a scary thought for someone who has dyslexia as they may feel anxious that they cannot complete the job to the standard required. With the correct resources and support in place this issue will not arise. ( UWSTD,2016). 
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