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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

Legislation that relates to children in Wales is, The Children Act 1989, and Children Act 2004.  However, with the introduction of the Social Service and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014, part 3 of the Children Act, support for children and families provided by local authorities, has been replaced. This is now found in part 6 of the Social Service and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014, looked after and accommodated children. These pieces of legislation set out the duties and powers local authorities have and inform the responsibilities that they have when protecting children from harm and abuse.

Across the United Kingdom each nation has a legal framework of its own to safeguard children, this is because of devolved powers. There are six safeguarding boards across Wales, and they are guided by section 134 of the Social Service and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014. They have a responsibility to report how effective the safeguarding procedures are and consider ways to improve them. Wales Safeguarding Procedures, (Social Care Wales,2023), provides the framework for safeguarding boards to support children and young people at risk of harm, they replaced the All-Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2008 in 2019. Safeguarding is everyone’s business; therefore, the procedures provide guidance expectations of everyone, highlighting the duty to report any concerns to the local authority enabling them to act accordingly. 

When a local authority receives a safeguarding referral, initial checks are required within a working day to determine what needs to be done. There are several outcomes to this, and they are, no further action required. That the child triggers for a care and support assessment under part 3, section 21 of Social Service and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014, providing the local authority with a duty to assess. Lastly, the requirement to carry out a S47 enquiry under the Children Act 1989. Section 47 of the Children Act 1989 gives the local authority one working day to determine if an enquiry is needed. If this is the case, then the local authority will need to decide upon the action that is required to safeguard the child, (SCW,2023). This may include the application to court for an emergency protection order under s44 of the Children Act (1989), or Police Powers of Protection if the child is thought to be at significant risk of harm under s46. Strategy discussions Include all relevant and known information will need to be held with to determine this, while considering the least intrusive option for the child. 

Children rights are protected by the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child 1978 which came into force in 1990. When working with children, social workers consider Gillick competence. This is because of case law, Gillick v West Norfolk & Wisbech Area Health Authority, UKHL 7 (17 October 1985). When a child is classed as being Gillick competent, it is agreed that they can make decisions for themselves even if they are of an opposing view of their parent or carer. In Wales the Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011 places a duty on Ministers to give due regard to their rights when developing and reviewing legislation and policy, Welsh Government, (2022). From 2022 all children in Wales have been protected from physical punishment under the Children (Abolition of Defence of Reasonable Punishment) (Wales) Act 2020. 
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

The Human Rights Act 1998 and the European Convention of Human Rights 1998 both highlight the regard for autonomy, liberty and independence (HRA, 1998, ECHR). Therefore, when safeguarding concerns are raised around an adult, if they have capacity, they have the right to make unwise decisions (Mental Capacity Act 2005). When there are concerns around a child at risk of harm the local authority has a duty to protect the child (CA, 1989). The definitions of an adult at risk are different to a child. Part 7 s126 of the Social Service and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 defines an adult at risk as an adult: -
(a)is experiencing or is at risk of abuse or neglect,
(b)has needs for care and support (whether or not the authority is meeting any of those needs),
(c)as a result of those needs is unable to protect himself or herself against the abuse or neglect or the risk of it, (SSWBWA, 2014).
Part 7 s130 (4) of the Social Service and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 defines a child at risk as a child: -
(a)is experiencing or is at risk of abuse, neglect or other kinds of harm, and

(b)has needs for care and support (whether or not the authority is meeting any of those needs).
Therefore, it would suggest that the safeguarding of children is foremost because the powers to safeguard them are increased. If an adult does not have any care and support needs then the safeguarding will not progress at all through the process, again highlighting a difference between children and adult safeguarding. This is because children are automatically classed as vulnerable but capacious adults use their own self determination to make choices that can put themselves at significant risk of harm. However, the application of an Adult Protection Support Order (APSO) can support a worker to speak with a person in private afford them some time to properly assess an adult and make a decision about action that needs to be taken in line with s126(2), (SSWBA,2014). Gillick competence is recognised when working with children to enable them to make decisions for themselves overriding parents and carers.


It is fair to say that there are notable differences between children’s and adult safeguarding, however, it is also fair to say that these are for good reason. The autonomy of individuals must continue to be respected and keeping children safe is also paramount. Both areas can be complex, and individuals and families do not always want to work with professionals, which is why legislation, policy and safeguarding boards are so important to help guide professionals through the process. 
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