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In this written assessment I will examine social care services for children, young people and families within the UK. I will be looking over historical and modern debates, challenges and views which are related to childcare policy, practise and provision. I will critique and examine policy response associated with multi-disciplinary health and social services that relate to families and children.  I will be exploring what sort of childhood children faced in the past and what sort of key elements effected childhood and family life, I will be looking into the industrial revolution where children worked as child workers under harsh environments and other historical events which effected children. I will be exploring social construction of modern-day childhood from historical times. I will examine key developments which effects legislation and policy which influenced social construction of family from modern times to the past. I will also identify approach’s and interventions in modern times which support children, young people and families who may be vulnerable, and I will be evaluating how effective these interventions actually are. I will give improvements to such interventions and discuss their benefits for families and children. 

Childhood has various definitions; however, most would agree that it is the part of the human lifespan one of the earliest stages were humans experience development in terms of growth. This growth is in terms of mentality, experiences and even the pathway to adulthood. During childhood children learn via experiences and visual means they learn by what they see Infront of them this teaches them norms of human society is the part of their lives they learn right from wrong. Learning right from wrong usually is an environmental factor for example, children raised in environment where there is domestic abuse or neglect, or other forms of abuse may learn that this is the social norm only having those sorts of experiences. An example of this would be during the past there was a lot of child workers and a considerable amount of child workers were instructed by their parents to work and to earn to live from a young age. From the 1930s we learn there was many child workers from the age of 14. (Castelow, 2020) During this time it was still compulsory for children to stay in education up until the age of 14 after this many children would have been working in horrendous environments and workplaces. This was largely due to poverty and unemployment within families. During the 1920s-1930s many children did not have school dinners as schools at the time did not have such facilities. Childhood in these schools at the time was not something many children enjoyed, and school has some serious punishments if children misbehaved for example, they were subject to cane whipping on their hands and even parents would give a greater punishment finding out that their child misbehaved at school when they got home. This had impact on children’s health and well being many were scared to go to school or did not take education seriously which in turn caused unemployment levels to go even further.	

Childhood in the modern era compared to past has greatly improved in number of different ways. One of which is that children must stay in education to the age of 18. Also, the facilities in education are much greater compared to the past for example there is more subjects and children have a say in what they want to study other than core subjects such as English and maths. In the modern era of UK school all schools have school dinners as well as offering free school meals to children who come from families who are on benefits or universal credit. Children have much more freedom compared to the past for example they have more free time and education at an early age has more play time which is something they did not have in the past. Education in the modern era is more engaging and classes try to be more fun as to in the past. Children are not expected to work at an early age during their childhood. Legislation in 1833 made is illegal for children under the age of nine to work and it also limited the number of hours children over 13 could work. (Griffen 2014) The average child in the 19th century who was a child worker was aged 10. The social construction of modern childhood key elements includes new laws which stop children doing certain things that adults can do for example buy cigarettes, work from a particular age and alcohol. There are places for children for example schools and nursery’s and in these places, they are protected from evils of adult life. Child labour is illegal and not the social norm in the UK any more this also includes child soldiers where in the past teenage boys would fight in wars against adults. Forced marriages where mainly young females however it does include males as well are forced into a marriage. (Thompson, 2020) 

The reason for all these improvements to childhood for children in the modern era is due policy and legislation changes within the UK. Key policy’s which have been added for the best interest and to protect children. One of these legislations is the Children Act 1989 where all under eights, have an annual inspection which is maintained by local authorities. There are some downfalls with this act too for example it did enable access to children who were at risk. (Essays, 2018) Policy’s which also influenced children include September 1998 where 12.5 hours of free education was introduced for all 4 years older. 2013 where increased funding was made available to disadvantaged 2-year olds. More recently in 2018 where childcare voucher schemes where introduced for families. (Akhal, 2019)

Legislation existed since the 1880s to prosecute people which are accused of child cruelty however it has taken many cases of abuse and neglect to maintain and create the legislation and policy’s we have now. Such prolific events include, in 1945 the first ever formal death of child inquiry was reported to Curtis Committee in this case a 12-year-old was murdered by his foster dad. In 1973 a 7-year-old Maria Colwell death made way for the modern child protection we have now. In 1984 inquiries were made into serval other children’s death. In 1989 Children act 1989 was created for child prosecution in England and Wales. In 200 an 8-year-old death led to Lord Laming’s report which made way for multiple changes in the way services for children were structed. In 2002 a 10-year-old death who was called Holly Wells made way for legislation to strengthen across England this was to help protect young people from adults who may be a risk to be near them. (NSPCC, 2019) Legislation in 19th century is one the key reasons why we have much better child protection service now this is due to policy and legislation changes during the time. The 1878 Factories and Workshop Act effectively banned the employment of children under 10 in factory’s and the 1880s education act which made education compulsory for all children to the age of 10 paved way for the current system we have now. The effects of such changes made sure children weren’t working at such a young age and made sure that they received some sort of education even if it wasn’t equal to the education, we have in place now. The 1889 Prevention of cruelty towards Children Act was a game changer for abuse that children received as it enabled law enforcement to enter homes and arrest people if children were mistreated. This legislation essentially put some sort of fear into people who were abusive to children at the time and more and more children were becoming more aware of such legislation. In 1973 the school leaving age was increased to 16 therefore, children received a longer education. (Thompson, 2020) The impacts of such legislation and policy changes improved the lives of children and young people dramatically it even improved the lives of their families. Improvements included that the more legislation and policy changes came into place less and less children would be working. Education improvements meant children could move on to better jobs in the future and work in specialized fields rather than just in a factory. Free school meals which were introduced meant family had to pay for one less meal a day and it meant children would have one healthy meal a day which intern boosted the health of some children who were underweight. Domestic abuse and abuse in schools become illegal therefore, it isn’t the social norm anymore and police are allowed to processed offenders. Local authorities have more power to protect and safeguarded children from a range of different issues and problems as well setting out what reason grounds to suspect that a child is suffering from abuse or neglect. (Foster, 2020)

Society in the modern era has interventions and approach’s which support children, young people and families. Vulnerability can be defined or classified by different ways and method some examples of vulnerability include families on benefits, unemployment, disability’s, special education needs, and child protection needs. Economic vulnerability is a core issue in many family’s where it can have extreme obstructive impact on children. Child poverty throughout time has been a reason to be concerned in society. Low income itself is not a vulnerability it is however a link between vulnerability. Even with family’s that a lot money has their own vulnerability’s for example they made dealings disability’s or mental health issues. Low income however does have more reason to be concerned as financially difficulty can cause many more challenges for families. These interventions of support do reduce inequalities as benefits and universal credit do provide families with that extra income as well as providing free school meals if they are on such benefits. Some family’s may be relucent to claim these benefits due to embarrassment or other personal reasons and some other negative aspects include many people look down on people on such benefits. Improvement I would recommend for this service would be improve their customer service to people claiming benefits as many people view the service in a negative light.

Children who have disability’s and special needs are also vulnerable. In present times most disability’s and special needs are found early childhood therefore, parents most likely would have had many experiences with a variety of interventions with health care professions to discuss their children’s needs and what treatment or course of action they should for example children with learning difficulty’s may have extra classes or one to one support or someone who has a disability may have sessions with a physio therapist. Due technology many special needs and disabilities are found at an early age due to this action can be taken sooner. I believe the current approach is effective due to helping children and family’s as soon as possible. Improvements I would recommend for this would supporting parents throughout and debriefing parents more often in regard to their children and what they should be doing to help them.

Protecting adopted children is more empathised during modern times as authorities acknowledge that adopting a child has its own challenges. These challenges can include the children themselves are troubled due to past experience or abuse and even drug abuse in babies. Or rather the adopting parents themselves have issues for example being abusive or neglecting children. Due to this new policy in adopting children make sure potentials parents are able and capable of raising these children. Currently adopting parents have a lot of support by social care industry in regard to inspections, check-ups on wellbeing and checking up on the family itself. (O’Conner, 2015) Currently the adoption service is frowned upon due to certain reasons this is due some children not being adopted and end up staying in care for much longer than anticipated, children in care being related with crime and trouble and younger children and babies more likely to be adopted than older children. improvements which can be made to adoption process could be to work closer to the children themselves rather than parents to see if their needs and wants are being fulfilled. Increasing awareness of adoption as only a small percentage of children in care are adopted compared to the number of children that are in care. I would also suggest that adopted children are closely monitored as high portion of them return into care due to foster parents giving up on them or finding them too difficult to raise. I would also recommend more local authorities are involved in the process to make sure everything works smoothly as possible.

In conclusion I have summarised and offered my critique of policy changes in regards health and social services for families and children I have looked at historical emergence of childhood and how childhood had changed in the present. I have explored factors which effect development in policy and legislation that influenced the social construction for children, young people and families. I have explained the impacts of these factors and what they can do to families and children as well as what effects that can have on families and children. I have given my recommendations on improving current interventions and approach’s that support vulnerable children, young people and families in the present and have evaluated if they are effective or not. I believe recommendations I have suggested should be implemented in a timely manner and should be tested out to see if they make key improvements to current approachs.
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