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Introduction
  
Early story telling is important for young children's development as it improves their language and cognitive abilities as well as their focus, memory, and attention span. BBC (2024) go on to say that most young children are raised in relatively modest environments. Children's worlds can be extended and improved by reading stories to them, which can introduce them to new locations, intriguing characters, and challenging situations. Additionally, it might be an excellent way to help children to deal with real-life situations that they may need doing their life.  Another skill children learn by having stories read to them is their literacy skills, by reading stories to children allows them to understand the meanings of words. By children learning to understand words helps children understand the books they read and the ideas the instructor provides, which allows them to engage fully in class and improve. ECSDN (no date) states that as children begin to make sense of the story and comprehend it, actively involving them in the storytelling process helps improve their ability to read. Additionally, they suggest that by exposing children to new words, it improves their writing abilities. Furthermore, digital literacy is also supported. Digital describes a specific set of skills that enable children to use and engage fully in a digital environment. These days, most people consider children to be digital natives since they can utilise technology efficiently and effortlessly states Webwise (no date).

Oracy 

Children like telling stories and having the chance to practise their thoughts aloud before writing. This promotes children's narrative development in addition to helping them organise their ideas. Children who listen to stories will speak more fluently because they will understand the meanings of words and be able to express themselves much more than a child who is not read to very often this can be backed up by the National institutes of health (2018) which state that numerous psychological and academic advantages of storytelling include increased vocabulary, better communication skills, and a stronger imagination to assist visualise spoken words. When reading stories expressions are also crucial this adds depths to words which helps children understand more furthermore, children can pick up new words and expressions with the right meaning with the help of regular storytelling. Engaging storytelling gives students the opportunity to be that character and hear or speak their words in a real-world setting, or it uses experiential learning to ask them what is happening to them and what they should do next international house (no date). Tgis can be backed up by the Vygotsky theory as he believes that Creativity, which provides people the motivation to create and alter their existing situation, is supported by imagination. The inactive children's brains are learning to think and working rapidly while they listen to stories Loughborough research blog (2016).
Storytelling is the oldest art in the world Shedlock, M (2020) this suggest that storytelling has an amazing effect on children’s development as storytelling is still being pushed to this day. RIT reporter (2015) declares that storytelling began with visual stories, like those seen in cave paintings, and later transitioned to oral traditions, when stories were verbally transmitted from one generation to the next. In the 19th century Bruno Bettelheim stated that Fairy stories assist children in resolving personal problems including sibling rivalry, oedipal conflict, and separation anxiety. Many fairy tales' intense violence and unpleasant feelings are meant to divert children's attention from what may already be going on in their minds. This suggests that children hearing stories that they may relate to can encourage them to speak on their personal problems this helps children understand that some stories are true however it also helps children understand that some stories are true whereas some are just made up to help them understand the depth of life. With the increasing usage of digital, digital storytelling has advantages as well, by seeing and listening to digital stories it enables pupils to communicate through spoken language, images, music, and art, it provides a broader understanding of communication abilities than just the written word. Since digital storytelling is more like the communication, it enables us to educate children with the social standards and behaviours while additionally helping them in understanding it this was stated by edtechteacher (2023). However, there are also some cons when it comes to digital storytelling lack of resources, technical difficulties, lack of teacher confidence and so forth. Furthermore, with traditional storytelling it is efficient and easier to choose depending on the teacher and the time, which is sometimes difficult when you work in childcare. 

Reading

Raisingchildren (2024) state that storytelling is beneficial for children learning to read as it Encourage your child to develop early reading skills and to get familiar with words, sounds, and language. Teach your child the significance of storytelling. Schwartz, (2019) declares that learning to talk and reading comes naturally. According to this concept, children will learn to read on their own if their parents and teachers surround them with good books. Children should be taught these guessing techniques since reading is a sequence of determined guesses based on context. Vygotsky’s theory comes into consideration here as he goes on to state that through collaborative discussions with more experienced members of society, children learn cultural values, beliefs, and problem-solving techniques as part of the socially supported process of cognitive development. In addition to significantly expanding a child's knowledge and skill set, contacts with more experienced people also have an impact on the development of higher-order cognitive processes like formal reasoning. Vygotsky maintained that contact with more developed people was the only way for people to acquire higher mental abilities Simplypsychology (2024). Sagejournals (2024) go on to say that many parents start reading to their children as soon as they are born, this might be a major way for many children to be exposed to language. Picture books frequently included a wider range of unique word types than length-matched, child-directed talks. These findings suggest a mechanism behind the language benefits of reading to children, and picture books might be a big source of vocabulary for early readers. This suggests that the more that people read to children, that child will have a better understanding of words and sequences enabling them to then read. It is essential for babies to be read to, babies give the babies comfort and warmth. Easy sleep solutions (2024) A babies listening abilities will improve if you begin reading to them at an early age. Since a babies language is still growing, reading to them exposes them to expanded vocabulary, which requires greater attention. Young children are no different. They go swiftly from one task to another at that age.





Creative Educator (no date) state that as an example of how 21st-century literacy is more than simply words on paper, digital storytelling depends as much on showing as on telling. Digital stories offer a genuine way for students who are new to the English language or who are not yet skilled readers or speakers. Giving your young students headset audio allows them to record, listen, and rerecord until they are confident in their fluency and prepared to add their narration to the digital narrative. Digital stories are intended to be viewed and shared. 

Writing 
Storytelling is extremely beneficial for children, even with children’s writing. Foundation Years say that storytelling helps with writing as They are more driven and will work harder to copy their tale since they already know it well. Because they are aware of what they will write, writing has become simpler. They also go on to say that Over time, school clusters and local authorities (LAs) have discovered that telling stories is an effective way to help children who struggle with literacy succeed as well as to improve their writing. For children whose second language is English, it is also an effective method as it helps them improve the second language while allowing them to expand on their first language storytelling skills. Children go through the writing stages once they begin to start writing/drawing children usually tend to start with a fisted grasp, then usually go on to have the palmar grasp this is where children have a tight grip on the pencil in again a fisted position and they usually just create scribbles and circles. After practicing it will then turn into a static tripod grasp where the child holds the pencil with their thumb, index finger, and middle finger. But their fingers do not move in order to move the pencil around. Then lastly the dynamic tripod grasp when they again hold their pencil with their index and middle fingers and thumb but his time, they are able to move their fingers and be in full control of the pencil. It is important that practitioners help encourage children when holding a pencil. Viktor Lowenfeld created the theory of children’s artistic development this can support this as he says you may improve your artistic abilities by being aware of the phases of artistic development. Additionally, it can make you a better art instructor. We grow as artists. We acquire creative abilities in phases, just as we do other abilities like speaking and walking The Virtual Instructor (2023). Linkedin (no date) declare that storytelling can help in the development of young people's writing skills by encouraging them to write original tales, their own interpretations of stories they have heard, or even a play based on a well-known story. 

Conclusion
In summary, it is evident that children benefit much from storytelling, which helps them feel more comfortable and develops a variety of abilities. At such an early age, reading to children will set them up for success in the future by improving their speaking and listening skills. There are several theories that support this knowledge as well. For example, Vygotsky believed that interacting with advanced individuals was the only way for humans to grow in mental capacity. Moreover, Viktor Lowenfeld's theory about the creative development of youngsters. Both of these theories demonstrate an extensive awareness of the significance of narrative for children. Children learn the depths of words and phrases through storytelling, which also helps them acquire life skills for the future.
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