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“Blindside” was a devised piece that I watched that was created by the A2 drama students at Neath College. The piece is centered around how sudden tragedy can affect certain individuals and the repercussions it leaves. I liked how the set was very minimal and stylized, with the theatre being in the traditional proscenium arch staging which allowed the audience to feel like they were part of this piece too. It gave the piece a much more intimate feel and allowed me to connect to the characters and story easily.   A makeshift car made from chairs was the only thing that truly remained a constant regarding their set throughout the play, and this served as a reminder to the audience of how each other characters had ended up in their current predicament. Lighting in the piece matched the set design in its minimalistic nature as they opted for most of the show to only have the characters lit by a spotlight apart from key points. Strobe lighting was used to cleverly create the illusion of a car accident, and the ripple of panic it brought, and due to them using this, I felt entirely on edge as I myself have been in a car accident and could understand the true horror you have for your life in the moment it happens. Flashing blue lights were used along with sound effects of sirens and a cleverly made news report. This was incredibly well thought out as it caused me as an audience member to reflect upon not only my own driving, but the awful reality of how not only that we need to be more careful on the roads but how many people die every day in tragic accidents, some of which could be avoided. The most prominent thing about the actors that I noticed was the portrayal of their characters especially those that were involved in the car accident, each other them embodied the range of different emotions while staying true to the situation they were in. The audience was made aware very early on in the play of the main three characters ages as we were introduced to them in the first scene. Apart from this, they used localised slang, and spoke about things such as social media and parties in order to relate and connect to a teenage audience and to stick to the age category being portrayed. The character of elderly Marion whom had died as a result of the accident is who I connected with most simply since she both reminded me of my late grandmother but due to her oblivious nature and how she remained cheerful and nostalgic after her death. It also made the piece that much more hard-hitting due to how sad it was that a beautiful soul had been lost in such a tragic way, and I found myself overcome with emotions because of it. Both the diction of the actress Lauren who played her, and the way in which she portrayed her lines was haunting, it almost made you feel sorry for the character because she was so much like the typical grandmother figure that so many in the audience had experienced and possibly lost. Throughout the play there was conflict over who was to blame for the accident, and the final revelation was cleverly delivered at the end of the play by Marion who revealed that she often had black outs that she and her doctor were aware of and wasn't supposed to be outside at night. This served to exonerate the other characters in the eyes of the audience but left it on a cliff hanger as Marion had passed away and so she was unable to let them know this crucial information, leaving the audience to wonder the fate of the three main girls they had been invested in throughout. This only heightened the theme of tragedy further as the repercussions of the event would cause devastating effects on their futures and because I knew as an audience member that there was a solution, but it wasn’t able to be met due to the loss of the character, I was left with frustration and almost heart break for the main characters


. I believe that the piece was incredibly well thought out and almost educational regarding driving and being careful on the road, and I was left evaluating my own decisions as a result. Especially in terms of making the most out of life due to the haunting realization that the piece somewhat solidified about the fragility of life and how quickly things can change. 
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