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	Advanced Stage 
A5: Professional and Legal Skills – Using Technology to carry out Legal Research



	SAMPLE ASSESSMENT MATERIALS
Section B – Student Copy
(November 2023)


Section B, presented here, is part of the A5 exam: Professional Skills – Legal Research & Accounting.

· The length of the exam is 2 hours and 30 minutes. Candidates should use their time appropriately, to be able to attempt all questions in Section A & B 
· In Section B, the candidate is permitted to access the internet in accordance with the instructions in the live exam. It should be noted that the remote invigilator will be able to see the internet sites visited during the exam.
· Candidates are permitted two sheets of blank or lined paper with no annotations on any of the sheets
· A non-programmable calculator is permitted in this exam (for Section A)


SECTION B 
Note to candidates:
You are permitted to access the internet to complete the set tasks. You should be aware that the remote invigilator will be able to see the internet sites you visit during the exam. To ensure you can fully access the questions and information in this section, you will need to use the page scroll down functionality.

Background:
You are a paralegal employed by the firm KEMPSTONS. Your supervising lawyer is John Hedley. John has sent you an email, in which he has asked you to conduct research on a new client’s case.

Email		To: Paralegal					From: Supervisor
Client: PLUTO COMMS Ltd			File Ref: 12345/ABC				Date: Today

A new client, Pluto Comms Ltd (“Pluto”) provides infrastructure services to telecommunications companies. The company is planning to provide new fibre optic cables and to upgrade existing telecommunications equipment across England as part of the government objective to improve network coverage across the UK. This includes providing super-fast broadband in rural areas and the enhancement of mobile phone signals in every region of the country.

Pluto would like to approach landowners and ask them to grant easements. This would include easements to dig trenches and to replace existing equipment. 

I would like you to research and provide a summary of the legislative framework with links for my ease of reference, including any case law that you may find.  I will use this information to advise Pluto.  As part of your summary, please consider the following questions:  

a) Do landowner(s) have to grant access to allow new fibre optic cables to be laid?
b) What kind of easements would/should a landowner grant to a utility provider such as a telecoms company?  
c) When is compensation available for granting such an easement?

There is a statutory framework that sets out the rights and obligations for telecoms providers and landowners. In addition to a telecoms industry code, there are various Acts dealing with communications, telecommunications and the digital economy.

Thanks for your help,
John






TASK INSTRUCTIONS

This task requires you to conduct legal research and produce a report for your supervisor, John Hedley. The details for your report and any research should be recorded. Your report findings should be presented as a “business-like” document.

· INTRODUCTION – Your report must include an explanation of the purposes of the report.

· FINDINGS – Your report must provide a summary of the legislative framework with links for ease of reference, including any case law which you may find.  As part of your summary, you should also provide answers to the THREE questions that John raised in his email.

· CONCLUSION – Your report must include an appropriate closing statement that summarises your findings. It should be written in an appropriate manner for the recipient.

· REFERENCES – You should record and identify all relevant primary and secondary references relied upon and evaluate their reliability ensuring that you include full citations for all statutory authorities (e.g. statutes and section number(s)) and case law.

 




INTRODUCTION – must include an explanation of the purposes of the report.

	






FINDINGS – Your report must provide a summary of the legislative framework with links for ease of reference, including any case law which you may find.
As part of your summary, you should also provide answers to the THREE questions that John raised in his email.

	




CONCLUSION – Your report must include an appropriate closing statement that summarises your findings. It should be written in an appropriate manner for the recipient.

	





REFERENCES – You should record and identify all relevant primary and secondary references relied upon and evaluate their reliability ensuring that you include full citations for all statutory authorities (e.g. statutes and section number(s)) and case law.
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