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Key Social Elements that impact on learners
ability to access to Education.

“The goal of education is not to increase the amount of knowledge but to create the possibilities for a child to invent and discover, to create men who are capable of doing new things.” – Jean Piaget. 
In every education setting, the goal to be achieved is to give children the chance to have a million possibilities when leaving secondary school, giving them the chance to apply for College and then attending University. It is also vital that schools give the tools to give the children, to be capable to try new things. 
Unfortunately, education is sometimes impacted on, in a child’s life. This could range from of elements which could include – social exclusion, inequality, poverty, minority or marginal groups, discrimination and culture.

Having little or some education throughout the child’s life could impact their social lives, jobs, family excessively. Children do not have the confidence to undertake the tasks compared to other members of the class. Having little or no education could impact on the job front, the child may not be able to apply for the jobs they always wanted to do, even having the chance to go to university will be impacted. 


Many elements could impact a child’s education; such as – Poverty. 
Poverty is a key example of one of the elements that is impacting on some children’s Education. Families that are struggling to have the necessities every single day, this could be basic food, water, clothing etc. It is thought that one in three children are in Poverty; one in three families of them children are struggling. Some children cannot have new uniform, new clothing, new shoes for school because the family cannot afford it. 
Children could miss out on Educational trips that other children are able to go on, because simply paying ten pounds to fifteen pounds could be too expensive for children living in poverty.
In Wales and many other countries, the Government are introducing new schemes that could help the Poverty scale decrease; such as introducing Families First, Flying Starts etc. 
Family Starts help families by offering two and half hours per day, five days a week for thirty-nine weeks to help give children the best start in their lives before they go to full time school. (Gov.Wales,2018) “The aim of the Flying Start is to tackle poverty in Wales, in 2014 – 2015; it is thought that 37,260 children benefitted from and were in receipt of flying start services in Wales at any time, exceeding the expected numbers.” 
It is astonishing how just two hours a day, can make such an impact on a child’s life and give them the confidence to achieve many tasks during their school life. 
Lev Vygotsky believed that when children have help from will give children the confidence they need to achieve more complex tasks, giving children the boost, they need by providing them with the tools they need. 
Flying starts help provide this, they give the children the help they need and then throughout their school lives; they will have the confidence to achieve more complicated task. 
Health Visitors help parents before and as soon as the baby is born to help them have the best start in life, the Health Visitor will let the parents know what Flying Start is in their area and which one they could apply for.
Unfortunately, this is not the case for some parents as they may not live in the Postcode that Flying Start is reaching out for. The children who do not have the chance to have the boost in education, not being able to learn basic maths and English. 

Another element that could impact on a child’s education could be their race. It is surprising that children and their families are still being judged on the colour of their skin. 
Even though we have achieved so much in the twenty first century, many families still get racial abuse throughout their lives in the UK and many other countries. 
It is shocking that people still get pre-judged on their skin colour, eye colour, hair colour, or even bone/jaw structure. 
It is known that Categorisation of people on race become common in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. 
Race could impact on a child’s learning massively, as anybody could bully them just because the colour of their skin, eye colour or even hair colour. 
(BERA 2018) states that “Race could impact on a child’s academic achievement, social interactions, curriculum development.”
(Robin Richardson ATL The Education Union,2018) “The overt and individual forms of racism include physical and verbal violence, and deliberate acts of discrimination. They also include casual rudeness, thoughtlessness and insensitivity. In school playgrounds, they often take the form of name-calling, but can also be non-verbal, for example, by ignoring someone, or by excluding them from games and group activities. Non-verbal exclusion can be as upsetting as offensive language”.
Some people do not understand people’s religion and can be very rude because of this, even though this sort of behaviour should not be excused – people need to be taught and understand other people’s religion, some examples could include: watching videos in schools, show and tells in schools, even having some parent and child classes so that the parent’s could understand people’s religion and what they believe in. 
The effects of children being discriminated based on their skin colour or anything else could cause them to lose all self confidence that they once had. They will not be confident in undertaking tasks that they would have once done, they also may not have the confidence to not be able to go to school; they may feel that the other children or family could be discriminated towards them every time they go to school. 
Majority of the case of racism is the media, people watch the media and look online and see that a certain “group” has been behaving badly, and people may think that everyone in that religion behaves the same way as that minority. This is not the case, it does not matter what race you are – there is good and bad in every race and religion but that does not mean we should discriminate people’s race, just because people do not understand the religion. 

The way we could improve the system in schools is to make sure teachers are vigilante when it comes to discrimination and bullying children. The way we can do this to keep an eye on all pupils during their “break time”.  Also, people need to understand people’s race and religion, this is because they will be able to understand their beliefs in their religion. 


[bookmark: _GoBack]The third and final key social element that could impact on a child’s learning is Gender Discrimination. Throughout the education system, boys and girls are sometimes told what they can and cannot do. This could be doing things such as; girls attempting boys tasks and the other way around. 
An example of this would be if some girls would like to participate in football during physical education lessons and some boys would like to participate in dance during this time. It could be the case that they are told they cannot participate in certain areas of learning. This is a classic example of Discrimination, whether it would be from teachers or their peers. 
Another classic example of discrimination would be that it is a fact that girls tend to “grow up” during their time in school and some boys would be seen as immature and will not listen during their time in school, but sometimes this could mean that the pupils do not understand what is the lesson about or they are confused on a certain criteria of the lesson; therefore, they should have more help during the lesson and it is not always the case that it is always boys that tend to “mess” around, sometimes girls can do this too. 
It is also a known fact that in some lessons, girls do tend to have higher grades than boys, this could be lessons such as; English etc. It could be the case that some boys find the lessons to be boring and may not understand the subject, but in other lessons, boys are achieving higher than girls; lessons such as – Maths or Science, this is because science can have experiments, and they may find that more interesting.
It is not always the case the Gender Discrimination is always in the UK; Gender Discrimination can be seen in parts of Africa and other countries. 
Girls are seen to be wives by the time they are aged 12 by men that can be double their age, this could impact on a child’s education as they will not learn other subjects such as cooking, cleaning, sewing etc. 
(World Bank, 2018) “According to UNESCO estimates, 130 million girls between the age of 6 and 17 are out of school and 15 million girls of primary-school age—half of them in sub-Saharan Africa— will never enter a classroom.” This shocking statistic shows what happens in Africa in the 21st Century. All children regardless of their gender are entitled to an education throughout their childhood, up until their sixteen. 
(World Bank, 2018) states that “Child marriage is also a critical challenge. Child brides are much more likely to drop out of school and complete fewer years of education than their peers who marry later. This affects the education and health of their children, as well as their ability to earn a living.” It is known that when a child is married to a man, who could be double her age; she is therefore entitled to look after him during their lives. They tend to forget about the rest of the Education that the child should have, and then the young girl decides to drop out of school to live her life with a man. 
(World Bank, 2018) “Violence also negatively impacts access to education and a safe environment for learning. For example, in Haiti, recent research highlights that one in three Haitian women (ages 15 to 49) has experienced physical and/or sexual violence, and that of women who received money for sex before turning 18 years old, 27 percent reported schools to be the most common location for solicitation.”
At eighteen years old, young women should be able to enjoy themselves and have the choice of whether to go onto higher education, or have the choice to work. They should not be experiencing physical or sexual violence; or even both!

To conclude this presentation, every small step counts when trying to tackle the social elements that could impact on a child’s learning. The Government, are working well towards tackling poverty by introducing Flying Starts and Family First etc. But they should be for all families in every country to tackle poverty. Some parents are not able to afford the basic necessities but having the two and a half hours education, could help the parents and certainly help the children having the boost of education of basic English and Maths. 
To help tackle racism in schools, teachers need to be more vigilant when it comes to bullying in school because of someone’s colour or their beliefs, some children do not understand other children’s religions and therefore children and their parents should be taught on people’s religion, this could be after school classes or classes in their local community centre. 
Small steps could make a massive change to a child’s element impacting on their education.
To help Gender Discrimination, all children should have the choice whether they want to take part in certain lessons such as – Physical Education (football or dance) Technology (Sewing class or woodwork) all children should have the choice during their time in Education. 
The Government is working well towards tackling child marriage, physical or sexual violence in certain parts of the world. All children are entitled to an education up until they are sixteen and have the choice whether they want to go onto higher education. 
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