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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: How has the public perception of police pursuits changed and has this impacted decision making within police forces? 
INTRODUCTION:

This proposal has been chosen as it is a topic which is of high national scrutiny by the public and the media, as there have been numerous pursuits within the last few years which have unfortunately ended in fatalities, that have had a profound impact around the country, leading to discussion around the proportionality of police pursuits. 

This discussion has undoubtedly entered the public discourse due to a much higher level of police scrutiny and accountability that is prevalent in the media today, as all police incidents that lead to a fatality or serious injury are usually subject to massive investigations from outside bodies, with a large amount of public discussion around them. 

The topic of police pursuits and the publics opinion on them is a large enough topic for that to be the sole discussion around this dissertation, but I believe that there is a niche area within this topic of how public perception may have affected the policies and decisions surrounding pursuits internally within police forces. 

Whilst there is research around the public’s opinion and support around police pursuits, I do not believe there is a large amount surrounding how this opinion may have an impact on the forces themselves, which is what I aim to discover and research from this proposal. 



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

There are a few key objectives that will be focused on throughout this dissertation. The first one, and arguably the most crucial objective covered in this dissertation, is as follows:
· Establish the level of support, or lack thereof, the public has for police pursuits, gathering opinions and statistics that they hold on pursuit in general. This will form the basis of the rest of the dissertation, so it is key that it is covered in detail. 

The second objective covered will depend on the information gathered from the first one, as it will be:
· Assess antecedent research surrounding public perception, and whether or not there is a clear change in opinions and support over the last four to five years, identifying causation factors if a clear shift of opinion is present. 

The third objective of this dissertation will be:
· Understand how police forces undertake risk assessments of police pursuits, identifying risk factors considered by IPP (Initial Pursuit Phase) trained officers on the frontline, and how they may differ to that of pursuit commanders and force incident managers within force control rooms. 

And finally:
· Research, review and gather statistics relating to police pursuits and how many are terminated annually due to high risk, assessing if these numbers have increased in recent history and identify if there is a direct link between public perception and opinion of pursuits, and if this is a factor considered in modern pursuit risk assessments. 


	LITERATURE REVIEW:
Macdonald and Alpert (1998) will be key literature that will be utilised in this research proposal. It was one of the first major studies on public perception around police pursuit driving in America and will allow this study to form an idea around the public perception of pursuits twenty years ago. There is a clear gap in the research here however, due to the age of the paper the information may now be outdated.  
As with all research papers surrounding police within the United Kingdom, key sources will be from police organisations themselves. In order to achieve the research objectives laid out within this paper, it is key to establish how police forces actually perform pursuits. We can establish that a pursuit is when a driver has no intention of stopping for the police, and that said driver is aware they are required to stop (College of Policing, 2013). This source gives a large amount of information around the specifics of pursuits, what types there, how they work and much more. Whilst it will be a key source to be utilised, the main source of contention is that as it is a source directly linked to the police, there may be some bias present. 
The research objective surrounding risk assessments will cover the use of government policy and documents as well as police documents. From these, it is clear that whilst public perception may me in decline, the government backing of pursuits still exists (Herd, 2018). 
It is important that this research also utilises articles and media journals around the topic of pursuits to form that basis of public perception, as it is fair to say that the media does have an impact on what the public thinks (Liao, 2023). With this in mind, recent news articles are usually having a negative opinion towards police pursuits, exposing the risk present behind them (Lamont, 2019). 

Through research on the topic, there is a large number of sources available, especially those within media articles and journals. There is however a gap in academic research as a large amount of this research is fairly dated, most of it ranging from the late 1990s to the early 2000s. This is likely to be an issue within the research paper, as all sources will have to be analysed to see if their content is still relevant in 2024. 

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
There are numerous methods of research available regarding this topic. There are two key methods that will be used regarding this dissertation. The first survey method, and the one I intend to utilise the most, is an online survey form with questions relating to the research objective and overall question posed. This is the most suitable for this research as it allows for a large amount of information to be collated from different focus groups, allowing statistics to be easily collated and used. 

The second survey method that will be utilised is interviews with pursuit trained officers and with Force Incident Managers, who are responsible for overseeing and authorising pursuits, as well as coordinating them and terminating them if the risk is deemed too great. The questions asked will directly relate to the research objectives. This is appropriate for this dissertation as enables me to gain insight into how police officers and supervisors undertake risk assessments, and what factors may impact that and how this may differ between different members of staff. 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
The target samples for this research will be:
· General members of the public for the online survey. No specific expertise or occupation required. 
· Perspectives and knowledge sought from specialised police officers within roads policing units, with specific training around pursuit. Extended to force control room managers who have authority over pursuits and how they are exercised. This sample is key as it allows for inside information to be gathered which is key to the question at the heart of the dissertation. 



	ETHICAL ISSUES:
I do not intend to ask any vulnerable groups, children under the age of 18, or any other groups questions or surveys relating to this dissertation and do not foresee and ethical issues arising from this subject.  

	TIME SCALE:

I aim to have completed the dissertation by the final deadline date, the 30/12/24.

The part of the dissertation that will take the most time are the interviews laid out in the sampling framework, as these will require meetings to be arranged and dates set. I aim to have these completed by the end of August 2024. 
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