Activity – Establishing Research Paradigm
Guidelines: 
i. Please form a group of 2 students
ii. Select a theme – Food, Online shopping, Transportation and Generation Z. 
iii. Based upon your selected theme, you will be given 3 piece literature. 
iv. Try to think of a research topic based upon the given literature.

Practical – Research Paradigm
Whether we are aware of it or not, we all operate on a belief system. Sometimes we are able to articulate this, but most of the time it is hidden to us. When we operate on a hidden belief system, we are not aware of our prejudices. As researchers, it is vital that we know where we stand before we embark on our research. Being aware of our belief system (paradigm) is part of our education and the gold standard, Doctor of Philosophy, is an illustration of this.
 Understanding our own belief systems also emancipates us as we begin to see the underlying beliefs and possible prejudices in others' work. We can challenge the views of our own subject groups, who might be operating in a manner imposed on them by others through time. Being aware of our belief system makes us conscious beings and enables us to confidently challenge the standard positions of our discipline.
ACTIVITY: What's the paradigm for your research?
Question 1: Describe your own research topic or one you might choose to research and explain how you might go about researching it. Once you have done that, see if you can identify the paradigm you use. What methodology could you use?
Your research topic: Theme 
First literature, named in Food, place and authenticity: local food and the sustainable tourism experience, talking about local food can play an important role in the sustainable tourism experience because it appeals to the visitor’s desire for authenticity within the holiday. The research focus on the two UK regions, the Lake District and Exmoor. The methodology that the researcher used in the research is qualitative research, the method that used is qualitative interviews with tourists and food producers. In total, 78 tourists were interviewed across the Lake District (42) and Exmoor (36) during a four-month period from July to October 2005. I Interpretivist approach
the paper records ways in which local foods are conceptualised as “authentic” products that symbolise the place and culture of the destination. By engaging with debates surrounding the meaning of locality and authenticity, the paper challenges existing understandings of these concepts and offers a new way forward for tourism research by arguing that “local food” has the potential to enhance the visitor experience by connecting consumers to the region and its perceived culture and heritage.
Second literature named in Street food is present throughout South East Asia, and represents a major tourist attraction in Thailand. Phuket, The aim of this research was to describe the general attitude of international tourists towards street food in Phuket, as well as to identify what dimensions are most important in predicting their behavioral intentions. This study surveyed 294 international tourists, and using a multiple regression model, identified what aspects (that out of hygiene, affection, food quality, service quality, satisfaction and value; affection) is the most important predictor of tourist's behavioral intentions towards street food in Phuket. Use description statistics to summarise the points. 

The third one use a quatnti method to do data collection, which is survey method, the researcher get 350 sample size. I think this literature is quite unique than others cuz in chapter 2-Literature review itputs forward hypotheses, and all the hypotheses of the researchers are derived from the literature he have read. And in chapter 3 methodology, you can find that all hopothesis are designed to research model. The parameters go through the whole research. 

So By reading these three literature, I found out every topic should have it’s own research design, If I decide one on theme food. First, I will think what my interests about food, and the answer is “restaurants ”, and what aspects I want to focus? I have so much experience about being a waitress in resterauts, and I noticed some resteratus may give customers free food, some may not. How much impact does this have on user satisfaction and guest loyalty?
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]So my topic would A study into the impact of free food on customers loyalty

Your paradigm: Positivism Research is undertaken in a value-free way, the researcher is independent from the data and maintains an objective stance
The nature of reality (ontology) Trent
How knowledge is known (epistemology) Rubels
The acknowledgement of values in research (axiology) Tania 
The procedures of research (methodology) how do you go about finding something out Easy
Positivist studies usually adopt deductive approach. A deductive approach is concerned with “developing a hypothesis (or hypotheses) based on existing theory, and then designing a research strategy to test the hypothesis.

Your epistemology: Scientific method( survey qatitans method)Numbers
Causal explanation and prediction as contribution


Your ontology: Ontologies are often used to describe and organize concepts and relationships in a specific domain and to provide a shared knowledge model. In this case, it may be possible to consider customers, loyalty, free food, etc. as important concepts in the ontology and define the relationship between them.


Your choice of methodology: statistic method, use survey to gain data. 
Question 2: 
If you put your research into a different paradigm, how might you then carry out your research?
I won’t do that , if I have to do, basedon my research nature, I would keep statistic and add some interviewapproach.


Whichever paradigm we are working within, our approach will be systematic. This separates haphazard learning from research. We will collect data in many guises (facts, figures, experimental findings, opinions, artefacts etc) and then interpret this in relation to current body of knowledge and/or our own opinion in order to contribute to that knowledge community.
 In order to clarify this it may be worth looking at the 'knowledge hierarchy', sometimes referred to as the DIKW (Data, Information, Knowledge, Wisdom). There is some debate as to the origins of DIKW, so if you want to follow this up, consult an article by Nikhil Sharma (2005). There are claims the DIKW was derived from the T.S. Eliot poem 'The Rock' (1934) where this hierarchy was first mentioned.

Where is the Life we have lost in living? 
Where is the wisdom we have lost in knowledge? 
Where is the knowledge we have lost in information?
 
[image: http://www.erm.ecs.soton.ac.uk/theme2/graphics/DIKW.jpg]
Source: Gene Bellinger (2004) Systems Thinking, Knowledge Management - Emerging Perspectives.
D = Data is the facts you will work with and they are without context. 

I = Information comprises these facts with some context and perspective allowing you to see the relations between data. 

K = Knowledge comprises information and where you start to see patterns in those relations and begin to understand those patterns. Patterns give you predictability and repeatability (validity and reliability). 

W = Wisdom comprises knowledge and occurs when you understand why these patterns are occurring. When the pattern is understood at this level you have high predictive and reliability powers. At this point you can determine the founding principles for the patterns.
Your work therefore needs to move through to at least the 'knowledge' level of this model. Can you see how to do that? Look at the following 'walk-through' of the knowledge hierarchy (DIKW).
· Your hypothesis or research question will enable you to devise a research paradigm which identifies the data you need and how to collect it. [data]
· Through the work of others and your own findings you can contextualise your data through analysis and start to make sense of it by identifying relations within the data in a given context. [information]
· From your analysis you may start to see patterns of recurring behaviour which you now begin to understand. You may be able to answer what is happening in a given context. Here you need to apply some critical analysis that enables you to contextualise and interpret your findings. As a Masters student you may stop your research at this point. [knowledge]
· From the knowledge gained and possibly some follow up studies in addition to the work of others, you may be able to understand why these patterns of behaviour are occurring and develop/support/refute a theoretical model as an explanation. [wisdom]

ACTIVITY : Identify the paradigm for the DIKW model
Identify the paradigm behind the approach taken by DIKW. Does it fit with your research? Could you modify it to align with your paradigm?
Your answer: 
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