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 Domestic perpetrator program (College of Policing,2024).
The terms "femicide" and "feminicide" highlight the difference in the offender-victim relationship between femicide and homicide. Specifically, an intimate partner is most likely to kill a woman (82% of murders involving a female victim). Most femicides include long-standing incidences of domestic violence and abuseOne important risk factor for femicide is previous victimisation by the offender (Whittington,2023).​
South Wales Police, Crime and Justice Plan 2025-2029
Women and girls' safety is a primary emphasis of the project. The plan's objectives are to promote better outcomes for women and girls by preparing police to respond effectively to VAWG in all its forms; to take a victim-centered approach to protecting and supporting those affected; to pursue perpetrators; to challenge behaviours; and to drive preventative action to address root causes (PCC,2025).

Capabilities
Trained officers and staff, Connectivity with partners
(Home Office,2023).

In July 2021 the Government released a Strategy to Address VAWG; in March 2022 a companion Tackling Domestic Abuse Plan was released. The strategy and plan outline the steps the government is implementing to provide women's and girls' safety as a top priority across the nation (HomeOffice,2023).

Violence Against Women and Girls (VAWG)
-gender​
-religion​
-sexuality​
-disability​
-childhood​
-socioeconomic status​
-disability​
-previous victimization​
(Grose,2021)

Couses and risk factors
The College of Policing has established certain authorized professional practices (APPs) that all police forces must keep in mind while dealing with VAWG (College of Policing,2021).

National Policing Lead on VAWG was one of the many recommendations made by the inspectorate, the government, the NPCC, and the College of Policing—supporting and financing this position (Przeszlowski,2023).

The HMICFRS inspects police reaction to VAWG. The paper listed fifteen suggestions. The next final report, which was published in September 2021, expanded on this and offered twenty suggestions (Home Office,2023).

Policing Responses
Men kill women every three days in the United Kingdom. Of all the recorded crime in England and Wales, 18% is domestic violence. There were 194,683 sexual assaults in the year ending March 2022, of which 70,330 were rape (NPCC,2025).
Forced marriage
Online children abuse (Chahal,2018)
Sexual violence-rape
Domestic violence, coercive controlling
Murder-Femicide
Prostitution, sex trafficking, sexual exploitation, modern-day slavery
Female genital mutilation
Stalking and Harassment
Honour Based abuse
VAWG is any type of violence significantly used by men towards women and girls (Purdy,2025).















[bookmark: _Toc161332005]Task 2: Research Proposal 








 


[image: A white sign with black text

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
[bookmark: _Toc303070346]


	
UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM



 

	NAME: 
            Natalia Konciak
	 Student number:

         2238990

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:

How successful are police efforts to prevent femicide, and is the rising number of high-profile femicide cases a major issue for the UK government and police?

The research on femicide and other types of violence against women and girls in the United Kingdom is driven by a deep desire for social justice and an understanding of the vital need to eliminate gender-based violence in modern society. Being a woman makes you especially cognisant of the widespread problem of violence against women, which appears as sexual assault, domestic abuse, and, most tragically, femicide. Recent statistics reveal that intimate partner and family violence is accountable for a shockingly high number of women's fatalities, and quick intervention and implementation of prevention actions is necessary. This fact motivates deeper investigation into the methods employed by law enforcement to combat such crimes.
 Examining the effectiveness of present law enforcement methods could help to make appropriate changes. Observing how society responded to these tragedies motivated to investigate this issue and emphasise the need for systematic change. Analysing how the police handle situations involving violence against women could help identify flaws in the current rules and suggest remedies. Motivation to effect change stems from values. Objectives include raising awareness about femicide, strengthening the movement to defend women, and establishing a legal system that prioritises women's welfare.




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH AIM & OBJECTIVES: 

The main aim of this research is to demonstrate that femicide and violence against women and girls in the UK represent a major issue for law enforcement and the UK government. The research will examine the existing procedures and strategies employed by the police regarding femicide and evaluate their effectiveness. The aim is to identify weaknesses in the law enforcement system and urge solutions to prevent these crimes.

The first objective is to define and emphasise the importance of violence against women and girls, especially femicide, and show that the rising rate of these crimes is a major issue for UK law enforcement and the government.

The secondary objective is to examine the existing procedures and tactics employed by law enforcement. The objective will concentrate on the responsiveness, efficacy, and limitations in present police strategies regarding femicide cases.

The third objective will concentrate on identifying modifications and improvements in law enforcement strategies that can prevent femicide. Finally, I will present the future action plan for confronting these crimes presented by government and law enforcement.






	THEORETICAL CONTEXT:

The UK government classifies violence against women and girls as a national danger. Violence against women and girls is any act of gender-based violence that results in, or is likely to result in, bodily, sexual, or psychological injury or suffering to women, including threats of such actions, coercion, or arbitrary deprivation of liberty (UK Parliament, 2023). The data indicates that a woman dies in the United Kingdom on average every three days. This occurs because domestic killings account for one in every five homicides and that over the course of the past ten years, there have been 898 female victims of domestic homicides. Of these, 698 victims (78%) were killed by a partner or ex-partner, and more than nine out of ten female homicide victims were killed by a man (92%) (Home office, 2025). 
Femicide refers to the deliberate killing that stems from a person's gender. In homicide, the motivation is different, and it is not necessarily gender related. Gender stereotypes, destructive societal conventions, unequal power relations, and various forms of discrimination against women and girls motivate femicide. The highest degree of cruelty and violence against women and girls occurs in homes, businesses, schools, and public areas due to a range of linked types of violence, including sexual harassment, harmful practices, trafficking, and intimate partner abuse (Nowak, 2022). Worldwide, there were over 51,101 occurrences of intimate partner or family member killings of women and girls in 2023 (Taylor, 2011). 
To end violence against women and girls, law enforcement and society must prioritise this issue. Due to the uneven policing response, there is now a national emphasis on helping the police prioritise VAWG-related offences. By believing in and standing with survivors of gender-based violence, responding to allegations of abuse, and prosecuting offenders to reduce impunity, the police and judicial sectors play a crucial role (Barlow, 2020). 
The government released a plan in July 2021 aimed at addressing violence directed against women and girls. They introduced a further strategy to deal with domestic violence in March 2022. The government has developed its plans and strategies to guarantee that every female in the country is safe. These projects have as their main objectives lowering the frequency of VAWG, supporting individuals who have survived it, holding criminals responsible, and improving cooperation among agencies striving to address this problem, including government agencies (Home Office,2023). The HMICFRS audit of the police response to VAWG indicates that there must be an immediate and coordinated effort across systems to handle it. The research provided fifteen recommendations for improving victim aid, accountability, capacity, and understanding as well as for increasing multi-agency cooperation. The September 2021 final report provides twenty recommendations split among five primaries topics (NPCC,2024). The government, law enforcement, criminal justice system, and public-private partnerships must clearly establish that addressing VAWG offences is their principal priority. The police must prioritise the ongoing pursuit and disruption of adult criminals, demonstrating both capability and commitment in this effort. Victims should get regular and personalised assistance, along with methods and resources that promote this type of support. The prompt and consistent response of all police forces to acts of violence against women and girls necessitates a comprehensive assessment by all chief constables, who should be guided by data and national standards (White,2021). One of the numerous suggestions made by the inspectorate was the introduction of a new permanent National Policing Lead for VAWG; all three organisations, the government, the NPCC, and the College of Policing are funding and supporting this (Przeszlowski,2023). While dealing with VAWG, the College of Policing has developed several authorised Professional Practices (APRs) that all police forces must follow (College of Policing,2021). By providing correctly qualified officers and staff, forces must maintain their ability to handle all VAWG criminal activities. Chief Constables should make sure their force is collaborating with all the right partners to safeguard women and girls from harm so that there is an effective, system-wide response to all forms of VAWG (Home Office,2023).
Gender-based murders and violence against women and girls should not happen. As femicides are often the result of a chain reaction of increasing forms of gender-based violence, it is crucial to recognise and respond to the warning signals of violence to avoid this horrific crime. To avoid gender-related homicides, it is important to implement initiatives that target primary prevention, alter societal norms, and include entire communities in the fight against violence against women (McFarlane, 2002). According to the College of Policing (2024), the domestic perpetrator program was developed with the intention of addressing the behaviour of individuals who engage in abusive and violent acts in their own homes. The goals of these initiatives are to change the attitudes and behaviours of those who commit crimes; reduce the likelihood of future offences and enhance victims' protection. 
Emma Wools, the Police and Crime Commissioner for South Wales, has developed a thorough strategy to fight violence against women and girls for the years 2025–2029. Her more specific goals include justice, protection of underprivileged groups, lower crime rates, and community police enforcement. She is well experienced in women's justice programmes and violence against women, domestic abuse, and sexual violence; hence, tackling this issue is high on her agenda (APCCS, 2023). Crimes and other forms of violence that affect women and girls more heavily are becoming more numerous and complicated on a national scale. Emma Wools plans to make sure that law enforcement can respond to all forms of violence against women and girls, as well as protect and assist victims; identify and punish offenders; address harmful behaviours; and take preventative actions to address their causes. This Plan is designed to improve outcomes for women and girls (PCC, 2025). Emphasising early intervention and victim relief, her method seeks to assist victims and communities, especially those touched by VAWG. The VAWG approach consists of working with several agencies to solve the causes of violence, thereby preventing and assisting victims in a comprehensive manner. The appropriate resolution of VAWG depends on three basic objectives of her police strategy: the decrease of crime, the protection of the vulnerable, and the assurance that policing reflects community needs (South Wales Police, 2025).

  



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 


The primary research tool will be a survey. To gather quantitative data on the topic of violence against girls and women in the UK, this approach will be used with a group of population.  The purpose of the survey is to gather information from a random group of individuals to better understand their thoughts and experiences. Data will be efficiently collected from a number of individuals using this approach, which allows for statistical analysis and conclusions.
The right methods of statistics will be used to examine the collected data and find trends, patterns, and correlations between the variables. The survey approach is selected because it is efficient, scalable, and can generate generalisable results within a specific community.
The second method will be to employ questionnaires, as recommended by the primary research technique. The purpose of this methodology is to gather quantitative data by having respondents answer a series of predetermined questions. The study objectives will direct the structure and design of the questionnaire.



	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

The primary method used in the quantitative research strategy for this study will be the survey technique. The main tool for collecting information is a structured questionnaire. The survey technique is appropriate for this study, as it allows the identification of correlations and patterns around the experiences and perceptions of violence against women and the collection of standardised, quantitative data from a larger population. This study will consider persons aged 18 and above from diverse backgrounds. The study will involve both sexes to ensure it is pertinent and inclusive. I will collect data using a self-administered structured questionnaire that aligns with the research goals. Individual participation is fully optional; they will remain anonymous. Every respondent will be asked to offer their informed consent and can withdraw at any moment free from repercussions. Quantitative data will be analysed using statistical programs. 
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In qualitative research, the focus is more on words than numbers when it comes to data gathering and processing (Bryman, 2007). Discovering how humans comprehend, experience, interpret, and construct the social environment is the overarching goal of qualitative research, which encompasses a wide range of attitudes and methods for doing inquiry (Hammersley, 2012). Research may take several forms, including surveys. I have chosen the survey as the primary method of the research. The phrase "survey" is most typically used to describe a technique for collecting data from a selected group of people (Scheuren, 2004). Unlike a census, in which each participant of the community is examined, surveys collect data from only a fraction of the individuals of interest—the number of participants based on the aim of the research. Standardised processes help gather data so that everyone answers identical questions in the same manner. The aim of the survey is to get an overall overview of the public rather than to list the specific people who, by accident, belong to the sample. All surveys have a requirement whereby each respondent must not be revealed in the outcome report. The survey should publish all results in completely anonymous overviews, complete with statistics, charts, and graphs (Pevtchev,2010).
I decided to use additionally a questionnaire. The method of the questionnaire research involves methodically gathering measurable information from members of the public about their opinions, experiences, or activities through a series of structured questions (Rowley, 2014). My decision was to use a questionnaire approach for several factors. First, it makes quantitative research easier by enabling the effective gathering of data from many responders. Furthermore, questionnaires are adaptable and conveniently available, with the option to send them online or in person (Ekinci,2015). To achieve this, I will use Microsoft Forms, and I will share my questions with the people using social media. Furthermore, they may be made to compile certain data provided to the study goals, therefore guaranteeing the collection of needed data. Finally, they frequently grant respondents anonymity on questionnaires, which promotes more straightforward and truthful responses (Marcano,2015).
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1. What is your gender?
2. What is your age?
3. Do you think violence against women and girls in the UK is one of the primary issues?
4. How well, on a scale of 1-5, do you know the following forms of violence against women and girls?
-domestic abuse
-rape
-femicide
-stalking
- Honour-based violence
-coercive controlling
5. Do you think that cultural, socioeconomic, and financial factors also influence VAWG rates?
6. Do you think that police officers in the UK are properly trained to deal with cases of VAWG?
7. Do you think current police strategies regarding VAWG are effective?
8. What improvements in police responses to VAWG could be done, in your opinion?
9. What is your level of confidence in a scale of 1-10 in the police to address situations of violence against women and girls?
10. What do you see as the main barriers preventing victims from reporting violence against women and girls (VAWG)?
11. Are you familiar with the support services available for women and girls who have gone through violence?
12. Do you believe that women and girls are more vulnerable to the violence?
13. Are you familiar with the term ‘’ FEMICIDE’’?
14. What, in your opinion, is the difference between homicide and femicide?
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The selected survey analysis method is the automatic analysis produced by Microsoft Forms. Microsoft Forms provides a straightforward statistical analysis using graphs and charts. Depending on the answers to the pertinent questions, it automatically generates averages, percentages, and trends. This method proves effective for enquiries in surveys and research (Crick, 2024). The Microsoft Forms research offers among the data both qualitative and quantitative responses. Descriptive statistical techniques combined with thematic qualitative analysis help ensure exact and logical analysis (Halpern, 2018). Initially evaluated using the statistical tools contained in Microsoft Forms will be quantitative data primarily collected from closed-ended questions, including multiple-choice and scale items. Covering frequencies, percentages, and essential graphical representations, this approach enables the creation of fundamental descriptive statistics. This approach allows one to examine participant responses and identify important recurrent patterns in the gathered data (Dragut, 2013). The open-ended responses will be handled using a technique of theme analysis. Answers will be exported into Microsoft Excel for manual coding and organisation. Many times, reading over all the responses enables one to identify recurring ideas and arrange them into broader themes using thematic analysis. This method is more suitable for measuring the depth and nuance of participant opinions, something that closed-ended questions alone cannot capture (Meyer, 2002). 
According to Debusho (2025), the chosen data analysis methods are generally appropriate to the kind and degree of the acquired data. Combining quantitative and qualitative research enables one to investigate personal participant insights in more depth and provides a broad understanding of general trends.
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