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Respecting the voice of the child and the rights of the child.Introduction to the UNCRC
[bookmark: _Hlk71711932]The United Nation Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) was laid out in November 1989 and put into force in September 1990. It consists of 54 articles that aim to ensure the rights of each and every child no matter they ethnicity, gender, religion, language, abilities or any other status. The articles can be split into two categories, articles 1-42 are based on the child and articles 43-54 are based on the implementation of the articles (UNICEF, no date). The articles should be seen as all equal, no article or right is more important than the other. UNICEF (no date) states that, for example, a child’s right to relax and play has the same importance as the child’s right to be safe from violence.  The Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011 is a legislation that was put into place to make provision for giving further effect in Wales to the UNCRC.  
The UNCRC also includes ‘Optional Protocols’ which are agreements that are optional for countries to further ensure more unique rights for children; these include protocols on the involvement of children in armed conflict, on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography and finally on a communications procedure (UNICEF, no date). 

Article 3
Article 3 is known as one of the four General Principles as it sets out to help the other articles be interpreted and put into practice. Article 3 focuses on always having the best interests of the child and how the best interests should be considered in all decisions and actions affecting them (UNICEF, no date). The Child Rights International Network (2018) supports this and states that children’s interest should be at the “forefront of all decisions that affect them in every situation”.  
The children’s commissioner of Wales work heavily intertwines with article 3 as herself and her team aim to protect children with their rights at the heart of their work (Children’s Commissioner for Wales, 2021). Within settings, there are a range of improvements that could be made to comply with article 3; these include referring to the UNCRC in all policies, prioritise training of staff and ensuring it is a clear and extremely important commitment to comply with the UNCRC and guarantee article 3 (Children’s Commissioner for Wales, 2017). Welsh Government, (2015) support the UNCRC and vowed to support people in one of their seven core aims. The Welsh Government aimed to improve the coordination of assessments of children amongst professionals which would correspond to children being able to be referred easier if they were, for example, in need of extra support. This is furthered by the introduction of the legislation Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 that empowers local authorities to arrange and promote assessments for children with more support. 
Protecting children is a way in which article 3 is used and underpins many of the other articles such as protecting children from violence, abuse and neglect (article 19).  



Article 31
Article 31 outlines the right that children have to relax, to play and to be able to experience culture. All children should be able to take part in cultural activities, have fun however they’d like and also rest (Children and Young People’s Commissioner Scotland, no date).  
The Children’s Commissioner for Wales, Sally Holland (no date), spoke upon the barriers that children may face when attempting to engage in wide range of play, leisure and cultural activities. She listed the most common barriers as financial, lack of free time outside of school and transport. In regards to the lack of financial security, the Vale of Glamorgan Rights Ambassadors (as cited by the Children’s Commissioner for Wales, no date) says that the cost of activities such as sports and art clubs as well as leisure activities cost a lot, and can be seen as barriers to them participating in activities. 
Article 19 
Article 19 as outlines by UNICEF (no date) state that children must be protected from all forms of violence, abuse and neglect by the people who look after them.  Abuse may happen to children due to the actions towards them by the people responsible for them or it could be due to the lack of actions taken to meet the basic needs of the child (Bedford Borough Council, 2021).
In order to protect children from harm safeguarding procedures and legislations need to be put into place, according to the NSPCC (no date).  Before the UNCRC was established the death of 7-year-old Maria Colwell in 1973 led to the establishment of our modern child protection system (NSPCC, 2019). The Children Act 1989 was then brought in to place children at the centre and ensure their best interests are paramount. Lord Laming’s report (2003) the led to the further changes to the children services after the death of 8-year-old Victoria Climbie. Safeguarding legislation and acts continue to aim to improve with the introduction of the first Children’s Commissioner for Wales in 2001. 
Social Services and Well-Being (Wales) Act 2014 was introduced to help change the way that local councils in Wales provide social care and support. It focuses on a multi-agency approach and supports in the achievement of wellbeing by giving equal partnership to you and your carers along with professionals (Swansea Council, 2020). Safeguarding is continually adapting and improving in aim that it will keep more children safe; the new legislations and acts continue to be established in hopes that signs of abuse and neglect will be recognised quicker and that professionals will be equipped with the skills and confidence in reporting concerns (Child Protection Company, 2020).
Within settings, the curriculum has adapted to educate children about the protection from violence, abuse and neglect. Internet safety is a large focus and programmes such as ‘Be Internet Legends’ for key stage 2 pupils, along with ‘Disrespectnobody’ have been introduced to prevent the exploitation and abuse online of children (Department for Education, 2021). 



                   [bookmark: _Hlk71325343]Article 28 
Article 28 states that every child has the right to an education, according to the Children’s and Young Peoples Commissioner for Scotland (no date) education should be a right no matter who the child is, regardless of race, gender, or disability. The Education Act 1996 was put into place as a law that meant every child would have access to education; whether that be state education or efficient education provided by parents (Prendergast, 2019). 
[bookmark: _Hlk71233445]The right to an education is deemed important by an organisation called Their World (2021), as they state that by children receiving an education it reduced poverty rates, decreased social inequalities, and helps each child to reach their fullest potential. Therefore, article 28 can be linked back to article 3 as by a child receiving an education it benefits them. According to the UNESCO Institute for Statistics (2021), in 2018 about 258 million children were not in any type of education; 52 million were primary school age, 62 million of lower secondary school age and 138 million of upper secondary school age. To prevent children missing education the Welsh Government (2017), introduced a statutory guidance that aims to help with identification of the children who miss education and use this to identify the reasons and to tackle the problem. 
Mudias Meithrin is a voluntary organisation established in 1971 that offers children foundation years education and the benefits of early years services and experiences through the medium of Welsh. They allow the children to learn mainly through play and place special emphasis on language development along with personal, social and emotional development of the children.

Article 31 – Continued
The government should ensure it is easy for children to do this no matter their (dis)abilities (Children and Young People’s Commissioner Scotland, no date).  The National Youth Board was established by Disability Sport Wales (DSW) in 2017. It aims to “enhance the voice of young people within the realms of disability sport in Wales” (Disability Sport Wales, 2017). The DSW executive board wanted to ensure that young people remain a core factor in key decisions that are made in relation to their rights to play. 
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