Lesson plan- Ryan Quinn (1601196). Assignment 1. 05/11/18
Aims and objectives:
‘To understand what anthropology is, and why it is relevant’. 
‘To be able to identify key issues in the modern day world’. 
Learning outcomes:
‘To be able to research about current affairs independently and collaboratively’
[bookmark: _GoBack]‘To work together on a chosen project and display your views to the rest of the class, using recently acquired knowledge’
The Donaldson report (2015), has opened up a framework within the education system in wales which calls for a more immersive and conducive experience within schools where by all pupils are given fundamental influences from teaching which can later be applied to the real world and in the futures of these young people. For this reason, my lesson plan aims to project Donaldson’s ambition which is to provide an education which allows young people to grow into ‘capable, healthy, well-rounded individual who can thrive in the face of unknown future challenges’ (Donaldson, 2015). 
My lesson plan begins with a starter activity. Starter activities are extremely significant because they provide pupils with the chance to focus on the new lesson and allows them to get into the right mind set for the lesson ahead because the timetable for pupils is a busy one, so it is likely that a proportion of students who start the lesson are not engaged when they enter a new class as they are distracted by the other classes of the day and the procedure of moving from classroom to classroom. Lesson starters provides them with some grounding on the lesson ahead. It can open up the individual to a clear and focused state of learning through the fact that the lesson starter is fun, and different to the traditional style of teaching where the teacher purely dictates the content of the syllabus from the offset. The subject of study would be anthropology- this lesson plan is from the perspective of it being the first lesson that is taught in this subject. The lesson starter would stay the same each week. It can be argued that it is boring and predictable to stick with the same warm up task, however I believe that it will keep students more engaged because the lesson starter is a game of matching together definitions/pictures which will relate to a concept or idea from anthropology. The pupils, who will be placed into groups where the ability of the individuals are balanced by the other team members will be given print outs of words, pictures and definitions and asked collectively in their groups to match them together. Each team will have a buzzer which makes a funny noise and the first to match together all of the print outs will press the buzzer upon completion. The first team to correctly match them together will be given a prize. The prize will be small so not to take away from other students who worked hard but it will still work as good motivation for pupils to try and win. The twist, is that if any of the answers are incorrect then they win nothing. To ensure that the pupils do not take advantage of the starter by taking an unnecessary amount of time, there will be a 10 minute cap for the teams to finish up and press the buzzer. The idea of having a buzzer, especially one which makes ‘silly’ noises, is to create a sense of excitement and fun in the lesson. The idea is by providing the pupils with an exciting lesson starter, then they are able to have their burst of fun coupled with competitiveness, and then will reign it in after the task. If no team manages to come up with the perfect matching up of answers then the prize is doubled and is rolled on to the next week. This adds to the excitement and also engages the learners even more because the content learnt each week will be taken more seriously so that they have better chances to win the prize next time. This starter can be incorporated into the whole term of teaching with an even bigger prize offered to the team who wins most frequently by the end of the term. 
For the main task of the lesson which will take up the rest of the session, the groups will be given a topic to research. Independently the learners will be asked to dive straight into the topic by researching anything which they believe is related to the topic. They will do this using Ipads or computers, so to include an ‘IT’ aspect into their learning. With the way in which technology is rapidly progressing, it is imperative to embrace this method of research in order to acquaint students with different forms of gathering information. Not only is it exposing children to a different form of learning, it can also prove to be helpful for those who are less academically minded to excel. Research has suggested that ‘In some cases, the use of digital resources can also highlight a skill or passion in students with less academic ability, while others might work more effectively with non-traditional resources and mediums’ (ResourcEd, 2017). This fits in nicely with the rights of the child which stresses the idea of ‘inclusion’ (Florian et al., 2004). In this regard, the task suits the concept of including everyone because they are given a choice between what method they would like to use for research, whether they want to look at books in the library or if they would rather access the information through digital resources. This applies to all types of learners. The availability of different methods and options would prove thrilling to students because they are given a choice rather than told to copy straight out of a textbook or from a PowerPoint. For those learners who are less able, I would offer a type of scaffolding approach with their research whereby I would either show them examples of websites, or books to look at, and provide them with key terms to focus on. Giving these learners a sense of direction is pivotal in their understanding of a topic because if they are left to their own devices without feeling comfortable about the task and what is expected of them, then often this can cultivate into disengagement and thus lead to potentially giving up which can hinder the self-esteem of that individual. The idea of independent research fits in with the Donaldson report which stresses that a key attribute of schooling lies within laying the foundations of future job prospects. By allowing the learners to research unknown topics it puts them in good stead for when they are in the workplace where it is likely that the job may require a degree of independent research. The group work aspect is also highly conducive in the same regard because this task is designed for the groups to come together with their research and create a portfolio collaboratively. In a job, sometimes it may require one to work within a group on a certain project and it is helpful to learn the skills of working together to provide one piece of work between groups of people with different specialisms as well as different learning abilities. (Donaldson, 2015)
When time is up and they are presenting the findings to the other groups, I would encourage other students from different groups to ask questions and critically engage with the material and to discuss/debate whether these ideas and concepts are able to be explored further. With anthropology having such a holistic approach to dealing with modern day issues and concepts, it would open up immense discussion where each person will be able to give their own perceptions of the content which is being covered. With each human being having such a unique thought process than each other, the pupils will hopefully bring up points which provide amazing food for thought and spark interesting discussions which will have them involved and rearing to make points. It is such an important thing to allow learners to have their own say with topics, rather than being fed the exact answers which the children would be expected to memorise and then relay without ever having a real connection with the work that they are told to learn. By having the pupils research independently, coupled with the theme of collaboration, I believe it would empower students to speak up and become passionate about the topics because they have been immersed into the material. 
OFSTED:
“Teachers embed reading, writing and communication and, where appropriate, mathematics exceptionally well across the curriculum equipping all pupils with the necessary skills to make progress”. 
ESTYN:
“All teachers in Wales are expected to integrate literacy and numeracy into their teaching – whatever the subject matter”
(Learningcultures.org, 2018)
In order to adhere to the objectives above, throughout the term I would ensure that I include learning that encompasses both literacy and numeracy when teaching anthropology. For example, in some lessons, I would be discussing things such as education, national statistics, crime rates, and many more. These topics, and most others will involve a scope where I can expose students to diagrams, facts and figures and general quantitative data so that there is a mathematical aspect within the teaching. I would teach them how to properly analyse different types of graphs and diagrams whilst also focusing on the content of the material. In addition, there would be times where silent work is asked of the pupils. Here, it would be a good opportunity to allow the students to get involved in a self-reflection aspect of what we have been talking about where they would articulate in pros, what their understanding of the topic is and why it is relevant in society today. This type of learning allows young learners to think critically about current affairs and can open their horizons to a different scope of understanding which is not one of the traditional subjects which are taught on a daily basis. 
When considering assessment for learning (AFL), I would encourage peer and self-assessment. When self-assessing I would ask students to write down a few lines to explain how they thought the lesson went. Both personally, and in terms of their group effort. I would then read over each person’s statement and write back a few lines expressing my view and how they can improve or try different methods to see if they become better suited to the new methods. It can be considered as a type of running commentary between myself (the teacher) and the student whereby each lesson, there is some type of interaction about the personal growth of that individual. For those who are in need of more help, I would make time to sit down in person and discuss this with them on a regular basis, whereas the students who are more confident can just write a few sentences and not have to see me unless they would like to. This projects a sense of responsibility onto students, encouraging them to think critically and in a reflexive manner. The students would write these comments down directly underneath the lesson outcomes so that they are engaged with the exact objectives of the day’s lesson, which I believe would enable them to create thoughts which are directly attributed to the specific things which they were expected to be considering during the lesson. (Cambridge-community.org.uk, 2018).
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