Chapter 5 – Findings and Recommendations
5.1 Introduction
The previous chapter analysed the primary data received from the completed survey and achieved three, which was:
To analyse the primary data collected to understand how the current police model for managing Sex Offenders protects victims of previous and future sexual harm.

This chapter will seek to achieve objective four, which is:
To provide recommendations on how MOSOVO can enhance victim protection within their work.

This chapter will also conclude whether the current policing model protects victims of previous and/or future sexual harm and whether it deters sex offenders from committing further crimes. Whilst, also highlighting limitations and providing potential avenues for further research of this subject area.

5.2 Completion and Achievement of Objectives
This study has achieved the following objectives:
1. To critically analyse existing academic literature to ascertain if the current policing model of managing Sex Offenders is effective?
This objective was completed in Chapter Two as previous research was analysed relating to MOSOVO and its current policing model.
2. To identify an appropriate research method to explore MOSOVO officers views on the subject of victim protection through their work.
This objective was achieved in Chapter Three and involved the use of the research onion (Saunders, Lewis and Thornhill, 2016). This chapter identified that the most appropriate method was that of a survey.

3. To analyse the primary data collected to understand how the current police model for managing Sex Offenders protects victims of previous and future sexual harm.
This objective was achieved in Chapter Four following analysis of the primary data collected within the survey and the identification of key themes.

4. To provide recommendations on how MOSOVO can enhance victim protection within their work.
This objective will be completed within Chapter Five of this research study.

5.3 Findings
Firstly, it was found that the current policing model for managing sex offenders in the community is highly effective as it allows MOSOVO officers to identify and manage risk, thus giving them ample opportunity to safeguard potential future victims. This finding came about due to 76.2% of respondents stating they agreed or strongly agreed that the current policing model is effective, thus supporting findings by The Ministry of Justice (2023).
Secondly, it was found that the current policing model for managing sex offenders in the community prevents most offenders from re-offending, which supports The Ministry of Justice (2024), who found that those convicted of a Sexual Offence have the lowest risk of re-offending. This is undoubtedly a positive as it shows that the current policing model is structured in such a way that offenders are rehabilitated and strictly managed, thus deterring them from committing further crimes.
Lastly, whilst it was found that the current policing model is effective in deterring victims of future sexual offending it does not protect victims of previous sexual harm. 52.4% of participants believe the model is effective; however, it does not include previous victims of sexual harm within its structure with 85.7% of participants stating they do not include these communicate or include these victims in their management plans with the work concentrating on preventing future harm. This is perhaps an oversight on behalf of those who have designed the model as victims views in terms of the offenders placement within the community and their ongoing risk can be vital to ensuring the correct management level is attached to the offender. 

5.4 Recommendations
From analysis of the results of this study there are a number of recommendations that can be made to the current policing model for managing sex offenders. The aim of these recommendations is to bring positive changes to the model to support victims of sexual harm.
Recommendation one is the introduction of dedicated victim liaison officers within MOSOVO teams. The victim liaison officer will be solely responsible for contacting victims of previous sexual harm, gathering their thoughts in relation to the management of their offender and providing ongoing contact as per the victim’s preferences.
Recommendation two is the introduction of targeted and regular training for MOSOVO officers. Training will be undertaken in areas specific to their policing area, to include offender psychology and legislation sessions. This is essential as most respondents stated there is a severe lack of training, resources and staff available to complete their role effectively. Whilst a lack of staff can only be corrected through ongoing recruitment, the introduction of targeted and regular training can benefit MOSOVO officers within a short amount of time.
The final recommendation is for a change to be made to the MAPPA guidance (HM Prison and Probation Services (2023) to include ongoing rehabilitation after an offender’s probation period ends, specifically focusing on long term cognitive behavioural therapy as a mandatory element within an offenders management. At present rehabilitation is conducted through the prison and probation periods of an offenders sentence, however, once this has ended police manage these offenders through risk assessment with very little further support. Research conducted by Bitton and Abulafia (2020) and Craig, Stringer and Sanders (2012) showed the long term use of cognitive behavioural therapy with sex offenders provided significant improvements in offenders accepting responsibility for their actions and increased victim empathy and awareness. Therefore, the introduction of these mandatory sessions within the police model of managing sex offenders will provide ongoing support, thus decreasing the risk of offenders.
5.5 Limitations
There are a number of limitations associated with this research study, with the biggest limitation being the size of the study itself. Due to this focusing only on two of the forty-eight police forces within the United Kingdom, with only a small amount of MOSOVO officers completed the survey. Due to this the information collected may not represent how each force undertakes it’s management of Sex Offenders in the community. 
An additional limitation to this research study would involve the sensitivity of the research topic itself. Ideally, the primary research should include the views of victims of sexual harm whose offenders are managed within MOSOVO. The inclusion of these individuals would have provided insight into their views on the current model of managing offenders within the community and how it could be improved for the better. 

5.6 Future Research
As the primary data collected in this research study was collected from two police forces out of the fourty-eight UK police forces, a large amount of MOSOVO officers opinions were not collected. This is primarily due to the research study needing to be smaller in scale due to the time constraints in place. If further research was to be conducted into this subject it would be beneficial to include all police forces which have a MOSOVO unit managing sex offenders in the community.
Further research could include victims of previous sexual harm whose offenders are managed within MOSOVO as this would gather additional and relevant opinions to how offenders are managed and changes that could be made to the current model.

5.7 Conclusion
This research study has successfully achieved its objectives and answered the overarching question: “Does the current policing model for managing Sex Offenders protect victims of previous Sexual Offences and does it deter Offenders from committing further Sexual Offences?”, along with informing the reader of the current policing model for managing sex offenders and how victims are handled during this process.
This study has presented key findings surrounding victims inclusion in the management process, the effectiveness of the current policing model and sex offender recidivism.
Throughout this study the goal has been to identify the effectiveness of the current policing model and how it protects victims of previous and future sexual harm from offenders managed within MAPPA by MOSOVO officers. Chapter two identified the effectiveness of the current policing model through analysis of existing research. Chapter three utilised the research onion to identify the most appropriate model to use within this study and chapters four and five presented the findings of the primary data collected, whilst also providing recommendations.
To conclude, this study has identified positives and negatives with how the current policing model works. Whilst, it has identified its effectiveness in preventing future victims from coming to harm it has raised awareness around the non-inclusion of previous victims within the management model. It is hoped that future research within this area can make changes for the better. 
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