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Good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching.
Good teaching and learning sets tasks and selects resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest.
Good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and experience.
(Donaldson 2015:68) 
Consider the 3 pedagogical principles outlined above. Discuss these principles in relation to your experience in school showing secure understanding, identifying strengths and areas for development for each principle. 
	Target 1 
	Read more around the topic so that you are able to expand on your knowledge and understanding, and improve your reference list.

	Target 2 
	Remember to support everything you claim with literature. You could have made reference to Welsh Government sources, Estyn reports or other appropriate sources of literature throughout your work.

	Target 3 
	Proof-read your work carefully. There are errors in your punctuation and expression in parts.



In this assignment I will be discussing some of the pedagogical principles and why they are needed in schools and also the philosophy of the principles. A pedagogy is a method and a practice of many ways of teaching. It can include teaching styles, teaching theories and also the feedback and assessments that the teachers do throughout their teaching. While a teacher is planning their lessons for the children they use different pedagogies to show what style of teaching they will be doing and also which way they are going to deliver the lesson to a range of ability children. The philosophy of the foundation phase is that they focus on the needs of the individual children and are able to develop on the stages of the children’s development. This is then able to allow the children to be able to develop on their prior knowledge and their understanding of their ideas. The Foundation Phase is unique to Wales, no other country has the Foundation Phase. There are 7 Areas of Learning within the framework. In the new Curriculum there are only 6 Areas of Learning which have been condensed together to be able to provide a wider range of opportunities for the children. Within the Foundation Phase the children’s voice is a vital part of what is being taught. The children are able to provide ideas of what they would like to learn about so that the teachers know what the children are interested in and what they would enjoy learning about. Play is also a huge part of the Foundation Phase, theorists have found that play is a vital part of a child’s development and learning. (What is pedagogy?, 2020)
‘Good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching.’
There are many teaching approaches that teachers are able to use in their settings to teach the children, this is decided by the teacher to decide which one they use on their class on how they feel that will benefit the children in their class. These teaching methods include: Direct teaching, pupil directed teaching, kinaesthetic teaching, computer based teaching, differentiated teaching, enquiry based teaching, expeditionary learning, game based teaching, personalised teaching.
Direct teaching is where the teacher is leading the lesson, this is where the teachers have planned lessons that they need to teach the children. This includes all of the content and the materials that are made by the teachers that they are able to teach so that the children are able to complete the work. Most teachers use this approach during their teaching by teaching the children at the beginning of the session so that the children understand what they need to do throughout the activity, they are then able to go into groups or allow the children to complete what has been set. A theorist that agrees with direct teaching is Friedrich Frobel, Frobel believed that creational work and an educational environment that includes working practically with the use of a range of materials was beneficial for the children because he believes that they learn through productivity and creativity. This then allows the children to understand and gain their knowledge of the world around them through experiential play. This links to direct teaching because working practically includes what the teacher is setting for the children so that they are able to complete what is set. (Froebel's Kindergarten -                   Historical Foundations of Early Childhood Education, 2020), (Partnership, 2020).
Pupil directed teaching is when the children are able to choose what they would like to do during their time in the school. Some things the children should be able to do while they are directing the teaching are that they make their own choices on activities that they do throughout the day, this then allows the children to be included in the planning of what is going on in their lessons, it also includes what they do throughout the activity and then what they will do after the activity. They are able to make their own goals from what they would like to achieve throughout the activity and to see if they are able to reach their goal after they have completed the activity. They should be able to evaluate their own learning from what they have achieved and what they need to improve on if they did it again. A theorist that believes in this approach to teaching is Maria Montessori, Montessori believed that the children need to have their own independence to be able to learn. She also made sure that the children had access to each item within the setting so that they were able to be independent so that they were able to use or play with whatever they wanted. By allowing the children to have independence it is able to increase their self-esteem, self-confidence and on their self-belief and this will then help them through life. (DailyMontessori, 2019), (Rosati, 2020)
Flipped classroom is connected to computer based teaching. Flipped teaching is where the teachers are able to upload pre-recorded lessons online so that the children are able to work through the activities at their own pace. They are able to complete what they have done within the sessions throughout the day in school so that they are able to finish the activity without any stress and without having to rush. They are also able to do their homework online at their own pace at home so that they are able to complete it effectively, they are also able to finish any work that they did not complete throughout the day in their own time. (Teaching Methods, 2020). A disadvantage to this type of teaching is that some children may not have access to computers or to internet outside of the school setting so that any work that needs completing cannot be done outside of school. This way of teaching has not been around for many years but it is a very important part of teaching now within schools. Theorists that believes in this theory is Piaget and Vygotsky, they believe that this is a beneficial way of teaching because they believe that a child centred approach is beneficial for the children to be able to help them with their learning they also believe that the children require time to be able to complete their work and to not be rushed unless they do not get the effective learning that they require. Flipped Learning came into practice in the early 2000 and became popularised by chemistry teachers Jon Bergman and Aaron Sams. They then based this teaching on Piaget and Vygotsky’s theories but included computers within their research. Montessori also believes in this because she believes that children should be allowed to work at their own pace through activities. (Eppard,Rochdi,2017)
‘Good teaching and learning sets tasks and selects resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest.’ 
Piaget agrees with this principle because he believes that children have a set mind set and that children are able to remember certain subjects and objects, when new information is added into existing schemas or categories then the children are able to build on their previous knowledge by making links through their ideas and Piaget calls this the assimilation and accommodation. This is beneficial for the children because the children are able to make links from their previous knowledge to their new understandings to make further links to new ideas. This is then able to expand the child’s knowledge and they are then able to make links between subjects and other ideas to be able to have a wider understanding. (Macblain, 2015). 
I was able to help the children to develop on their knowledge by doing activities that they were familiar with so that they knew what was expected of them throughout the lesson and then when the children became familiar with me teaching I was able to start to do my own activities but expanding on what they had already learnt. I was able to do this during my phonics lessons by doing what the teacher did with them during the first week and I then used my own ideas to help them to improve their knowledge of phonic sounds. 
Previous experience is important because as Jon Dewey believes that children learn through hands on experiences so that if the children are experimenting through an activity and then it gets a little more difficult than the children are able to use their prior knowledge to help them to get through the activity. He believes that the students must adapt to their environment and will then will benefit more from their learning. Setting tasks that interest the children is beneficial for the children because if they have prior knowledge of the subject that they enjoy then they will want to learn more about. If it is not exciting or engaging for the children, then they will not want to be doing the activity and will not settle to do the activity. (Janse, 2020)
My experience of this is that while I was on placement the children were very hands on in their enhanced provision areas, the children would finish the directed tasks that the teacher had set for them and then would continue with their learning in the enhanced provision with the English corner or the computer area. The children would be set activities that would need to be completed throughout the week in the areas so that the children would visit all of the areas throughout the week. We would then reward the children who had completed the activities with points and they would get rewarded at the end of the week with prizes by whoever had the most amount of points. 
Tina Bruce believes that children learn through their past experiences so when a practitioner sets out activities and resources that the children may be familiar with so that they are able to use their past experiences to then help them to complete the activities. She also believes that the children learn through first hand experiences. Bandura is a theorist who does not believe in this because he believes that observational learning does not occur unless all of their cognitive development are working. This then means that he does not believe that any of the resources or activities that the teachers set out will benefit the children through their learning. He believes that the children observe their peers and the people around them and will copy what they are doing. (Bruce, 2011)
My experience of this is that through my observation during my time on placement I had seen that the children are always expanding their knowledge on their experiences and the activities that had been set for them. The children were able to tell me all of the numbers from one to twenty when I had arrived in the setting, when I introduced them to money and what the different coins were the children were able to tell me the difference between a 1 pence, two pence, ten pence and also a twenty pence. This then shows that they were able to use their prior knowledge of numbers and linked it to money and were then able to understand the value of money and which was bigger and smaller than the other ones.  
‘Good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and experience.’
To me the principle suggests that teaching and learning which is able to benefit the children through all of the Areas of Learning and Experiences connects to Donaldson’s curriculum. In Donaldson’s curriculum he has 6 areas of learning that he discusses and the lessons that are taught through the areas are linked to each other so that the children are able to expand on their development and knowledge throughout all of the lessons are able to link them altogether. (Donaldson Review: The ‘purposes’ and content of a Curriculum for Wales, 2020)
In the Foundation Phase framework there are 7 areas of learning but they are all individual and all of the years are cut up into expectations of what the child should be achieving. This is different to Donaldson’s curriculum because in the curriculum Donaldson had put all of the areas of learning and interlinked them together so that any learning that is taking place is all linked. (Foundation Phase Framework, 2020)
Donaldson curriculum is the new curriculum that is going to be in place by 2022. Donaldson curriculum has 6 areas of learning; these are interlinked into one another. Donaldson has not put any stages into his new curriculum because he believes that all children develop differently so that the teachers are able to teach what they think will be beneficial for the children. This then allows the teachers to be able to differentiate the work that they are setting to all of the children so that they are all able to develop at their own rate but they are also able to complete similar work to their peers. (Successful Futures, 2015) 
Contrasting the Foundation Phase Framework and Donaldson’s Curriculum there are many differences that arise between them, the biggest is that the Foundation Phase Framework has set Areas of Learning and has set targets that the children should be achieving for their age. Whereas in the new curriculum all of the Areas of Learning are interlinked and all of the learning is able to be done by the teachers and the teachers are able to provide what they believe to be beneficial for the children’s learning and development. A theorist who has the same beliefs as Donaldson is John Goodlad, John believes that the students should have the opportunity and should be prime participants of the content of what they should be taught. He also believes that the children should have a wide range of subjects that are practical for the children to be able to participate in. He believed that schools should be improved by assessing the children in their standards of learning and also should be tested to see their outcomes from the learning that is taking place. (Team, 2020)
While I was in placement I was able to expand the children’s knowledge about money because the children had started to learn about money the week prior with their class teacher. I was then able to plan a task to do with money with the children to have a wider knowledge of what money is, why we need it and what it is worth. The children were then able to raise money for the RNLI that they were able to take to them on a trip as a class. The children had also raised their own money to bring to the school so that they were able to go out and buy ice cream on the trip so that they were able to have the experience of using money of their own with some support of the teachers. In the setting the children also were able to start a savings account of their own where they could bring money in to the school to save up their money to know more about money and then would receive it again in the summer so that the children could then use it or save up more during the holidays. 
To conclude I believe that all of the pedagogies are connected, this then allows the teachers to use the pedagogies to ensure that the teaching that they are doing is the best teaching method that will benefit the children in their class. The pedagogies are able to show the difference between the new curriculum and the Foundation Phase Framework on how some parts are similar such as the Areas of Learning and also how they are different by the Foundation Phase having set targets for each year in each subject and with Donaldson’s Curriculum that he allows the teachers to decide what is best for their children and what they would like to do throughout the year with the children. 
As I am progressing through my teaching experience I have been able to use the first pedagogy by using a range of the teaching methods throughout my teaching. I was able to use computer based on an activity with the children where they all had to complete an activity online. Most of my teaching was directed teaching through myself setting the tasks that the children needed to do. I was able to work with a range of ability groups to differentiate my teaching and the lessons that was being taught. I am able to progress in this pedagogy by ensuring that I know the children well and use more of the approach that works with those children, this will then help me develop on my teaching and will also benefit the children in their learning. 
I am making progress through the second pedagogy by making my own resources that I was able to use with the children to develop their learning. I was able to show them new ideas of activities that they had not done before so that they were able to see which way they liked to learn to be able to more teaching in that way. I am able to progress on this by doing more activities with the children to find out with mire groups and so that they are all able to have more of an opportunity with all of the resources that I had made and to be able to make more if the children were benefitting from my activities. 
I was able to make progress on the third pedagogy by ensuring that I use all of the areas of learning, I was able to do all of the different activities with the children so that I was able to ensure that I was able to teach the children different skills in areas that I had not taught before. An example of this is teaching the children about musical instruments. I am able to progress more in this pedagogy by doing a wider range of activities with the children so that they do not lose interest in my lessons. I was also able to participate in after school sessions with the children to learn some Makaton, I was able to learn a few words and actions throughout the sessions to help me if any of the children needed any additional ways in which they could talk to us. 
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