Online discussion 2: A  reflexive response.

Subliminal Structured violence: Are social policies fuelling the rise in opiate addiction?

This paper chronicles the outcomes of reflexive thought regarding the validation of my ethical approach. Reflexivity functions as an interactive process of knowledge acquisition, however, it is more than just an ideological approach as it allows for a critical review on how the researcher is situated (Robben and Sluka 2012). After the perusal and study of other ethical discussions, I have highlighted multiple limitations in my research paradigm. I have noted how a broader explanation of my research question and resultant methodology would allow for a greater understanding and more complex justification of the methods adopted and resultant ethical considerations. To that end I would offer a description of the rational behind my research question, this focuses on the concept of deviance through recreational drug taking as a counter-cultural mechanism of resistance, a mechanism adopted to cope with the disenfranchisement of youth (Clarke et al 1976). 

Current neo-liberal policies have seen the shrinkage of the state and thereby social and welfare protection (Lansley and Mack 2015). We currently live in a period of economic austerity, food banks, zero-hour contracts and lack of social mobility. I pose that recreational drug use operates as a disjuncture from mainstream ideology and provides a collective sense of belonging. Research by the Welsh government has revealed that there is an increased usage of street drugs amongst youth in areas of deprivation, positing a strong correlation between the use of blues (street Valium) and benzos (benzodiazepine) for recreational purposes and eventual opiate addiction (Gov. Wales 2018). A counter-culture framework and ethnographic methodological position allow for an understanding of socio-political factors and how they affect youth cultures.

[bookmark: _GoBack]A highlighted methodological limitation to my research design, posits the need to defer to the participant in choice of location for the testimonio, this will function to reinforce trust and display ethical sensitivity (Williams 2019). Furthermore, despite the sampling set for the testimonio being initially comprised of two persons, there is a distinct chance this could snowball, ethically all the previous considerations would remain but recourse to guidance from drug advisory centre DDAS (DDAS 2019) would allow for better safeguarding mechanisms of research participants, should they desire help or information. The semi-covert nature of the observation of crowd scenes remains ethically charged. Further empirical studies into the controversies and ethical dilemmas posed by covert/semi covert observations, need to be analysed. There is a current revival in covert and semi-covert observations (Calvey 2017). From Scheper-Hughes’ (2004) study of organ trafficking, which involved a high level of deception to more fly on the wall observations adopted by Colosi (2010b), Goffman (2014), and Gunter (2008) to name but a few. Often documented as unobtrusive observation this later is the approach I would choose to adopt. Unobtrusive observation means that the researcher remains impartial (Calvey 2017), not influencing nor being influenced by those researched surely that would carry some ethical imperative? 

   
References:-
Calvey, D. (2017) Covert Research: The Art, Politics, and Ethics of Undercover Fieldwork. London: Sage. 
Clarke, J., Hall, S., Jefferson, T. and Roberts, B. (1976) Resistance Through Rituals: Youth Subcultures in Post-war Britain. London: Routledge.
Colosi, R. (2010b) Dirty Dancing? An Ethnography of Lap-Dancing. Abingdon: Willan Publishing.
DDAS (2019) Dyfed Drug and Alcohol Services. https://nhsdirect.wales. Accessed 4/12/2019 
Goffman, A. (2014) On the Run: Fugitive Life in an American City. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.
Gov. Wales (2018) Drug Misuse and Dependency. https://gov.wales>drug-misuse Accessed 4/12/2019.  
Gunter, A. (2008) ‘Growing up bad: Black Youth, ‘Road’ Culture and Badness in an East London’ Crime, Media Culture. 4(3): 406-436.
Lansey, S. and Mack, J. (2015) Breadline Britain: The Rise of Mass Poverty. London: Oneworld Publications. 
Robben, A. and Sluka, J. (2012) ‘Fieldwork in Cultural Anthropology’. In Ethnographic Fieldwork: An Anthropological Reader. Eds A. Robben & J. Sluka. Chichester: Wiley-Blackwell. 
Scheper-Hughes, N. (2004) ‘Parts Unknown: Undercover Ethnography of the Organs- Trafficking World’. Ethnography. 5(1): 29-73. 
Williams, N. (2019) Are Military Veterans Supported Sufficiently After Leaving the Armed Forces? Online Forum UWTSD. Accessed 4/12/2019.











  


