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Figure 1 - Edwin George Ernest Davies, after West Wales War Memorial Project, n.d.

Edwin George Ernest Davies was born on 5th March 1886
 to parents James and Evangeline
. James was a draper by trade
, and prior to her marriage, Evangeline was a milliner
. Edwin had two brothers, one older, Mervyn Thomas (born October 1884)
, and one younger, John Stanley (born April 1889)
. The Davies family lived at 9 Cross Blanche Street in Merthyr Tydfil for over a decade
. During this time, Edwin’s father passed away on 3rd December 1891
, leaving Evangeline to raise her three young sons with the help of domestic servant Sarah Harris
. Upon Evangeline’s death ten years later, on 21st August 1901
, the adolescent Davies siblings went to live with their bachelor uncle John Samuel Davies, a draper
, and his widowed housekeeper Mary-Jane Walters
 at 118 High Street in Merthyr Tydfil
.

Edwin’s schooling began at Merthyr County School
, before moving on to Llandovery from 1901-1904
. Upon completion of his study at Llandovery, Edwin was awarded a place at University College Cardiff to study Medicine
, though he ultimately was forced to leave due to ill health
. Once he had recovered, it seems that Edwin had a change of heart in terms of his career choices, as he then enrolled at Saint David’s University College to study History in the Michaelmas Term of 1908
. Edwin was lucky enough to qualify for the Dery Scholarship for all three of his years at University
, which endowed upon him the sum of £8, to be divided equally between the three terms of the year as £2, 13s, 4d per term
. Some of this will have gone towards what we now call “maintenance”; paying for rent, food and drink. According to the Resident’s List, Edwin lived on-campus in university accommodation throughout his time as a student at Saint David’s
. As evidenced by the Bill Sheets (an account of the Meat and Beer paid for by each student at Saint David’s), from his time at St David’s Edwin was not a heavy drinker
. Indeed, his drinking levels decline during his time at University, dropping steadily from 20 glasses (2s6d worth) during his first term, to a mere 5 glasses (8d worth) during his final term
.

Edwin appears to have been what we would term a “slightly-above-average” student, gaining a Second-Class Honours History BA Degree in 1911
. The History degree at the time was composed of modules including:  English History (Including Constitutional History), Foreign History (of Europe), and Classics (including Plato, Cicero, Livy, Euclid and Xenophon)
. It also seems to have been compulsory to prove that you had a grounding in mathematics, as two of Edwin’s first year “Responsions” exams were Arithmetic and Algebra
. Edwin’s success rate in his end-of-year exams improved during his time at Saint David’s, as his total marks went from 454 (3rd Class) in his First Year Responsions, to 441 (2nd Class) in his Second Year Moderations, to 498 (2nd Class) in his Final Year Honours Exams
. Edwin graduated from Saint David’s University College in June 1911, and, along with his peers, signed the Graduates Register
, which has allowed me to include a copy of his signature in this biography, as per Fig. 2 below.
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Figure 2- Edwin's Signature, after UA/A/42

I have been unable to find little information regarding Edwin’s extra-curricular activities, save for one photograph of him as the Vice-Captain of the Cricket Team in 1911 (see Fig.3 below)
. Edwin is seated on the middle row, second from the left.
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Figure 3 - St David's College Cricket Team 1911, after Cymru 1914, 2018

According to the Saint David’s College Memoranda 1909-10, the University was granted affiliation status from both Oxford and Cambridge Universities
. This meant that graduates from Saint David’s could then go to Oxford and gain a second degree, while being able to skip either the first year or the first two years depending on how much time they had spent studying
. As Edwin went on to study at Keble College, part of the University of Oxford, it is plausible that he took part in this scheme, as he was enrolled there for two years before gaining his degree, rather than the standard three years
. During his time at Keble, Edwin was hailed as “one of the best [featherweight boxers] at Keble College”
, the success of which led him to be a major part of establishing a boxing club in the East End of London
. Edwin graduated form Keble College in June 1913, with a 3rd Class Degree in Theology
. Following this, he took Holy Orders and was ordained curate in Southwark, where he stayed for a year before spending time as curate in Builth Wells.

In June 1915, Edwin joined the Public Schools Battalion of the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve
. Two months later, the RNVR were drafted into Hawke Battalion of the Royal Navy, where Edwin was posted to D Company
. Hawke Battalion were part of the Royal Naval Forces that were sent to Gallipoli to deal with the Turkish Forces in late summer of 1915
. Edwin fought as part of the Infantry Forces there for the remainder of the year
. At the end of December 1915, the Anzac Forces were forced to retreat. This gave the Turkish artillery the chance to focus the main bulk of their might on the Allied Troops still trying to hold the line at Cape Helles
. Edwin was among the many members of his Battalion to be killed or wounded during the Turkish shelling on 27th December 1915
. It is believed that his body was never recovered, or may have not been identified, as there is no known grave for Edwin, although he is commemorated on the Helles Memorial in Gallipoli (see Fig. 4 below)
.
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Figure 4 - Plate 10 of Helles Memorial, after West Wales War Memorial Project, n.d.
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